Season of Creation 2023 Service Order



We Come to God in Prayer
Let justice roll down like waters,

and righteousness like an ever-flowing stream.  (Amos 5:24 NRSV)
In the name of the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit—the God who is the Creator, Redeemer, and Sustainer of the Earth and all creatures! Amen.
We sing LH 429All creatures of our God and King OR All Creatures Lament (feat. Fernando Ortega & Molly Parden)- Porter’s Gate (CCLI by Isaac Wardell,Kate Bluett,Paul Zach)
Confession and Absolution
Friends in Christ:

We know that we live in a broken world

Which is groaning in bondage to decay.

Let us confess our sins before the Creator of the world

And seek his grace and mercy:

Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We sing LH 379 Lord of Creation, to Thee be all praise OR Creation Sings the Father's Song - Gettys
We pray the Prayer of the Day

Blessed are you, Creator of all! 

To you be praise and glory forever.

As your dawn renews the face of the Earth

bringing light and life to all creation

bring hope to your people.

May we rejoice in this day you have made

open our eyes to behold your presence

and strengthen our hands to work for justice for all of creation,

that the world may rejoice together and give you praise.

(Adapted from Lancelot Andrewes, 1626 – sourced from the 2023 Season of Creation Celebration Guide)

God Speaks To Us 
Old Testament reading: Amos 5:21-24
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.
We Pray Psalm 85

You, Lord, showed favour to your land;
    you restored the fortunes of Jacob.
You forgave the iniquity of your people
    and covered all their sins.
You set aside all your wrath
    and turned from your fierce anger.
May love and truth meet together

Let justice and mercy kiss

Restore us again, God our Saviour,
    and put away your displeasure towards us.
Will you be angry with us for ever?
    Will you prolong your anger through all generations?
Will you not revive us again,
    that your people may rejoice in you?
Show us your unfailing love, Lord,
    and grant us your salvation.
May love and truth meet together

Let justice and mercy kiss

I will listen to what God the Lord says;
    he promises peace to his people, his faithful servants –
    but let them not turn to folly.
Surely his salvation is near those who fear him,
    that his glory may dwell in our land.
May love and truth meet together

Let justice and mercy kiss

Love and faithfulness meet together;
    righteousness and peace kiss each other.
Faithfulness springs forth from the earth,
    and righteousness looks down from heaven.
The Lord will indeed give what is good,
    and our land will yield its harvest.
Righteousness goes before him
    and prepares the way for his steps.

May love and truth meet together

Let justice and mercy kiss

Epistle reading: Hebrews 1:8-12
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God.
Gospel reading: John 7:37-39
This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.
Children’s Address (optional)

(We sing AT 70 Peace like a river)
Address
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We sing LH 394 God is love, let heaven adore him OR AT 332 We are sorry (CCLI, One Licence, by Robin Mann) OR God of the Poor (Beauty for Brokenness) - Graham Kendrick (CCLI by Graham Kendrick) 
Offering Prayer
Lord God, we thank you for your gracious gifts to us

For your world and all creation,

For meeting our daily needs,

For your grace and forgiveness.

Help us to be good stewards of these blessings,

And use us and our lives as your instruments of righteousness and peace,

Sharing the good news of your saving love with all.

Amen

We Pray For Ourselves and the World
Heavenly Father, we thank and praise you for sending Jesus to proclaim justice to the nations. Hear our worries and concerns about the world and remember all that you have made, acting in accordance with your justice and mercy for his sake.
Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer
Father of all, open our eyes to see your image in every person we encounter, and move us to love one another as you have loved us. Give us a new commitment to care for each other, especially those suffering and dying due to lack of clean water and sanitation. [insert your own prayers for people who are ill, suffering or mourning the loss of loved ones here] [brief silence]
Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer
Jesus, Redeemer of the world by your precious blood, and Sustainer of it by your holy word, create in our hearts a desire to care for your creation and open our mouths to call on your name as we seek to sustain your gift of creation. Grant us the courage to speak up when our environment is polluted or threatened by people’s carelessness and greed. [you may like to insert prayers for current environmental issues][brief silence]
Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer
Spirit of life, open our hearts to care for all of your creatures, great and small. Give us the passion to protect endangered species, threatened habitats and animals suffering from cruelty. [you may like to insert prayers for current issues or situations related to animal welfare/care][brief silence]
Lord in your mercy:  Hear our prayer
Loving God, you are the Alpha and the Omega, the beginning and the end. We know that just as you spoke this world into being, one day our lives here will end, and you will bring about a new heaven and a new earth. Even as we care for this planet you have given us, help us not to lose sight of your power and might, and the plan you have for the redemption of the whole world. Help us to hand over all our cares and concerns to you, confident that you will empower us with your strength, your wisdom and your love. Father, Son and Holy Spirit, hear our prayers, and continue to live and remain with us, now and forevermore.
Amen.

We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
The peace of God be with you all.

In God’s justice is our peace.

Brothers and sisters,

Christ calls us to live in unity with each other and with the whole of Creation

We seek to live in the Spirit of Christ. 

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.

Amen.

We sing LH  572 O God of love, O king of peace OR LHS 858 Make me a channel of your peace (One Licence by Sebastian Temple) OR Instrument of Peace - The Porter's Gate (CCLI by Isaac Wardell, Jessica Fox, Liz Vice, Orlando Palmer, Paul Zach) 
