The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for Easter Saturday Vigil 

The Text: Romans 6:1-11

Cutting the cost of Easter! You may remember that was a sales pitch by K-Mart quite a while ago. They triumphantly proclaimed they were “cutting the cost of Easter” by reducing the sale price of their Easter eggs by 20%. Thank goodness for that - Easter can really cost us, can’t it? At least that’s what the world thinks and perhaps what we ourselves in the church feel some times. There’s the shopping to endure to make sure all our family and friends get their Easter eggs, there’s the pressure of the long-weekend fuel prices that weigh us down, the mad dash to get home from work on Maundy Thursday to get the car packed and checked before setting off, not to mention the wrestle with the fold up tent and fishing tackle on arrival.

And of course, Easter has a massive cost. Yesterday we heard that Easter cost Jesus His life. In the garden when the devil tempted Adam and Eve to eat from the forbidden fruit, it was primarily a temptation to doubt God’s Word: Did God really say? And when Adam and Eve answered that God did say they should not eat of it or they would surely die, again the temptation was to not listen to God: You will not surely die. 
Adam and Eve did eat and for choosing self-rule they did indeed die, and autonomy and the wages of sin - death - passed to all humanity. The whole of humanity became cursed with death. Although we don’t like to face it, we see the marks of death in our flesh: aging, illness, disease, pain. These point the way to that inescapable end that lies ahead of us. Death is powerful and it is frightening. We may be able to cheat it for a while or postpone it with medicine or surgery, but eventually death will have us. Death puts an end to all claims and cuts all ties.
But Jesus entered into our humanity and took the curse of our death upon Himself. On Good Friday, the purpose of His incarnation was fulfilled as He was crucified and died upon the tree. The cost was paid for us. He was laid in the tomb, the door was sealed. 
But death could not contain the Son of God. In the Jewish calendar sunset marks the beginning of the new day. So this evening we bask in the first rays of the resurrection as we celebrate our new day. Christ did not lay in the tomb defeated, but He destroyed death for us. His triumph that would be proclaimed to the world that first Easter morning - and every Easter morning since - is a triumph that belongs to us through Holy Baptism. Peter says that Baptism now saves us through the resurrection of Christ. He, having died, risen, and ascended is now in authority over all angels, authorities, and powers; even over the power of death itself. The One who walked with His people through the Red Sea, with walls of water on each side, the one who walked through and led his people to victory, delivering them from slavery and certain death from the pursuing Egyptian army, now enters into the waters of Holy Baptism to bring us through death into life, saving us from slavery to sin and its just sentence of death. 
Paul says that we were buried with Christ. Death cuts all ties and puts an end to all claims. That which was sinful in us by the power of God’s Word through Baptism is slain and destroyed. And we hear that if we have united with Him in His death, we also will be united with Him in His resurrection. The word for united literally means planted together, grown together, closely entwined; the image of intertwined strands of a rope. And so because we are united, inseparably intertwined with Jesus in His death, then we are also inseparably intertwined with Him in His resurrection from death. In place of death God creates a new person, who lives according to the Spirit, who will never die. And so, having died and risen again spiritually, we have nothing to fear from physical death. Its sting is removed and its power is gone. For Christ will also open that sealed tomb, and by His Word will call our bodies forth to eternal life.

And so the church on this night and tomorrow confidently confesses that our present life gets its character, direction, and purpose from the fact that we live with Him who lives a life beyond death for us. Through your baptism into Christ, you share in Christ's resurrection now: Christ was raised from the dead that we too might walk in newness of life. The new life, the life beyond the reach and dominion of death, the life of the world to come which Christ inaugurated by his resurrection is a present reality for you, at work in you.
There was once a family that lost three of their four children within the space of just two weeks to a terrible disease. The family had buried the third child just two weeks before Easter. On Easter morning the parents and remaining child went to church. The mother told her Sunday school class about the resurrection of Christ. The father read the Easter story in the readings. People who knew of their great loss wondered how they could do it. On the way home a 16-year-old asked his father: “Dad that couple must really believe everything about the Easter story mustn’t they?” “Of course they believe it” said the father. “All Christians do.” “But not as they do” said the youth. 

Do you believe it and live it? By the power of the resurrected Christ, present with us now, are you ready to go out and make life around you a little Easter wherever you work and live? Your life may be difficult, but its burdens cannot crush you, for Christ lives! Because Christ died, you need not fear to die. Because Christ rose, you can live a resurrected life every day. And because He lives forever, you will live and reign with Him into all eternity!

That is the hope of Easter - that when we’re afraid of what the future might bring or afraid of not being loved, or burdened by whatever trials beset us, that we are not insignificant to God, but the very opposite: we are precious to Him. Easter brings the hope that you can personally know the God of the universe as a loving and forgiving God because He gave Himself on the Cross to triumph over the world’s sin, the devil, and even death itself, by rising from it. Easter brings real and lasting hope of a life that is so much more than just chance; hope that God Himself is really present in your life and journeys with you through the depths of even despair and disaster at times. Easter means that the God of the universe is God for you. Peace - and joy - be with you, you who through baptism belong to the risen Lord. Amen.

