NOTES ON THE READINGS

JEREMIAH 4:11,12, 22-28: These words of judgment, proclaimed by Jeremiah to hardened people of Judah and Jerusalem, are perhaps no less difficult to accept now than they would have been then. The very winds which were of welcome assistance to winnow wheat for food would become a storm wind so strong as to disperse the nation (vv 11,12). In verse 22 the Lord himself comments on the unbelievable foolishness of his people in their stubborn self-deceit and apostasy. The devastation which would inevitably occur (vv 23-26) is couched in language descriptive of the chaos existing before creation and at the end of all things. While the Lord would most certainly punish severely, yet it would not be the end for Judah, even though the experience of the nation would be black.

EXODUS 32:7-14: The stipulations of the law were still in the process of being revealed when the people did not simply complain, but actually rebelliously fell away from the God who had brought them miraculously out of Egypt. The degree of their apostasy moved them to manufacture their own god who would act more quickly than the God on whom they were waiting. God's anger over sin, in this case so blatant and open, resulted in his determination to destroy the nation and to start all over again to raise a people through Moses and his descendants. Moses' intercessory prayer reminded the Lord of his investment of care for Israel, the opportunity this would give the Egyptians to mock, and the promises he had made to their forebears. That God repented is a humanly expressed picture of his willingness to alter his threatened course in answer to prayer, but not, of course, his long-term purpose. 

1 TIMOTHY 1:12-17: Among encouragements for the young pastor Timothy, Paul repeats his own experience of salvation. It begins with his confession of former blind sin connected with hard unbelief. Christ nevertheless showed mercy and extended his amazing grace to turn Paul around and entrust him with service in the gospel. This brings us one of the most memorable sayings of Scripture, right alongside of John 3:16, namely, 'Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of whom I am chief.' Paul says that this grace was given also to encourage sinners in all places over all ages that through free forgiveness there is the sure gift of eternal life. What better comment could be made than the marvellous doxology that concludes the section!

LUKE 15:1-10: These two much-loved parables of Jesus came in response to censure from the Pharisees that Jesus was befriending sinners. The teaching that Jesus conveyed through them is firstly that quite clearly sinners are lost. In other words, sin separates people from God. The second great teaching is that God grieves over that separation to the point that he goes looking for those sinners who are lost until they are found and restored. This truth is extended to one sheep out of the hundred, or one coin out of the whole house. Note the joy Jesus expresses over the profit God sees in this recovery of a human soul. The angels join in the celebration in heaven! Do we always give God this joy?
