Third Sunday After Pentecost, Year C (Proper 8) Seasonal Prayer Service Order



We Come to God in Prayer
Those who belong to Christ Jesus
have crucified the flesh with its passions and desires.
If we live by the Spirit,
let us also be guided by the Spirit.  (Gal 5:24,25 NRSV)
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
Confession and Absolution
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We sing LHS 379 Lord of creation, to Thee be all praise OR The Goodness of Jesus - CityAlight 
We Pray Psalm 16
Keep me safe, my God,
    for in you I take refuge.
Lord, you are my inheritance. 

(based on Ps 16:5,6)

I say to the Lord, “You are my Lord;
    apart from you I have no good thing.”
I say of the holy people who are in the land,
    “They are the noble ones in whom is all my delight.”
Those who run after other gods will suffer more and more.
    I will not pour out libations of blood to such gods
    or take up their names on my lips.
Lord, you are my inheritance.
Lord, you alone are my portion and my cup;
    you make my lot secure.
The boundary lines have fallen for me in pleasant places;
    surely I have a delightful inheritance.
I will praise the Lord, who counsels me;
    even at night my heart instructs me.
I keep my eyes always on the Lord.
    With him at my right hand, I will not be shaken.
Lord, you are my inheritance.
Therefore my heart is glad and my tongue rejoices;
    my body also will rest secure,
because you will not abandon me to the realm of the dead,
    nor will you let your faithful one see decay.
You make known to me the path of life;
    you will fill me with joy in your presence,
    with eternal pleasures at your right hand.
Lord, you are my inheritance.
God Speaks To Us 
Old Testament reading: 1 Kings 19:15-16,19-21
Epistle reading: Galatians 5:1,13-25 
Gospel reading: Luke 9:51-62 
After each reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,
that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Children’s Address (optional)

We sing LHS 151 Jesus Thy boundless love to me OR Undivided - Emu Music
Address
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We sing LHS 371 O Jesus I have promised OR This Life I Live - Emu Music
Offering Prayer
Help us, God,
as followers of Christ
to offer ourselves and our possessions
for your service.
Amen.
We Pray For Ourselves and the World
Guided by the Spirit, let us come in prayer to our Father in heaven in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord. 

Dear heavenly Father, you have freed us from the condemnation of your law, and from slavery to sin by the saving work of your Son, and by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Keep us in step with the Spirit, always trusting in Christ for our salvation, rejecting sin and struggling against our sinful natures, and showing the fruit of the Spirit in our lives.

Lord, hear our prayer:

and free us to follow Christ.
We pray for the church throughout the world, that you would keep it in step with the Spirit in truth and love.  Strengthen the resolve of all who have given up things to follow Christ, and open ears everywhere to his call.

Lord, hear our prayer:

and free us to follow Christ.
We pray for the people of the world, that you would free them from hatred and violence and from every evil.  Bring peace and good government where there is unrest.  Move all rightful authorities to perform their duties properly in obedience to your will so that you may bless the world through them.

Lord, hear our prayer:

and free us to follow Christ.
Have mercy on all who suffer oppression and injustice.  Feed the hungry, house the homeless, and give worthwhile work to all who need it.  Bless the work of Lutheran Community Care, and keep us in step with the Spirit by contentment with simple things and generous giving to those in need.

Lord, hear our prayer:

and free us to follow Christ.
We pray for those with whom we share our daily lives.  Bless them all, and keep us in step with the Spirit so we love even the unlovely.  Release all bound up in sin and unbelief, and let them know the freedom and joy of Christ.

Lord, hear our prayer:

and free us to follow Christ.
We pray for those in trouble or distress, the lonely, the sorrowing, the sick - especially (insert names).  Release them from anxiety and pain, and heal them, together with others we know to be in need and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)

Lord, hear our prayer:

and free us to follow Christ.
Heavenly Father, when the time us right release us from the struggle of discipleship and bring us with all your saints into the freedom of everlasting life, through your Son, Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen. 
We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
Go in peace, for in Christ Jesus you are all children of God through faith.
Thanks be to God.
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always.

Amen.

We sing LHS 793 To God be the Glory OR Saved My Soul - CityAlight  
