Notes on the Readings, Second Sunday after Epiphany, Year C
Isaiah 62:1-5: This section has its setting in despondency amongst the people of God. Many of the promises of restoration from slavery in Babylon to rebuilding and inhabiting Jerusalem with its temple worship had not yet come true. Surrounding heathen peoples could taunt them contemptuously for their helplessness. Yet God insists that he cannot be accused of hiding from them in silence (v 1). He will uphold the people in righteousness and justify their faith in him ('vindicate' them), so that neighbouring peoples will be forced to acclaim their wondrous status. The Lord will establish his people from his absolute selfless gracious love, just as a bridegroom treasures his bride, rejoices over her and establishes her desired requirements for wellbeing.

1 Corinthians 12:1-11: The background to this reading needs to be borne in mind. The Corinth congregation was beset by human rivalry, division, envy and dissension despite its prominent gifts. A veiled reference to Father, Son and Spirit (vv 4,5,6) implies the purpose of unity behind these gifts. The primary and essential gift of the Spirit, of course, is common to all Christians (vv 1-3), that is, personal saving faith in Jesus as Lord and Saviour. This attestation or manifestation of the Son's headship in the body of believers is accompanied by God's production of differing and divergent spiritual abilities in individual believers. These, though, are not for personal aggrandisement, but achieve a shared benefit and blessing one to the other, according to the Spirit's plan and purpose, apportioned as he wills. Christ's body is to be built up with a unity of purpose which serves his headship.

John 2:1-11: St John calls this miracle of Jesus 'the first of his signs' (v 11). The miracles in John's gospel are termed 'signs' because they are actions which have significance in manifesting the Christ's authority and glory (compare also v 11). Here he 'reveals his glory' for the first time at this wedding at Cana through a sovereign act which brought something into being (namely high quality wine) over and above the natural created order. We can note that this points forward to an infinitely greater manifestation of his glory through his substitutionary death for all people and his triumphant resurrection to seal this central truth of salvation.

