Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost, Year A (Proper 27) Church@Home

As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space.
We begin

Light your candle

Start your time of Church@Home discussing the following questions:

Have you ever been running late for an appointment?

Share about the experience.

How did it feel?

When we worship as a family at home Jesus is always ready to come and serve us in his word and he’s never late! Let’s begin by thanking God for this time and expectantly wait for what he has to share with us today:

Dear Jesus, you are eternal and you promise to share eternity with us. We thank you that you have entered into time and redeemed time for your eternal purposes. In this moment we wait upon you and ask that you, Holy Spirit may come and renew our hope in you for you have claimed us as yours.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit. Amen.

Opening Song:  LHB 454 Ye servants of God your Master proclaim OR We are waiting 
Psalm 70 

Psalm 70 gives words to our feelings and longings as we wait to experience the fullness of our salvation. They help us to shift our focus towards God’s greatness and his power to deliver us.  The Psalmist recognises his helplessness in the face of his accusers and invites us to seek the Lord and long for in his saving work.  
Hasten, O God, to save me;
    come quickly, Lord, to help me.
May those who want to take my life
    be put to shame and confusion;
may all who desire my ruin
    be turned back in disgrace.
May those who say to me, ‘Aha! Aha!’
    turn back because of their shame.

But may all who seek you
    rejoice and be glad in you;
may those who long for your saving help always say,
    ‘The Lord is great!’
But as for me, I am poor and needy;
    come quickly to me, O God.
You are my help and my deliverer;
    Lord, do not delay.
Confession

Waiting is never easy. We can get tired when we have to wait a long time. As we wait we will experience distraction and even opposition. Amongst other, things we wait for the Day Jesus will come again.

Jesus has given us every gift we need to wait well, but do we use his gifts? 

Today let’s confess to God our sin in relation to waiting. 

Dear Heavenly Father, You have promised that there will come a day when your Son Jesus will return. 

We confess to you that we find it hard to wait. 

We have not always used the gifts and resources you have given us to live and wait well. 

We are sorry for neglecting the power of your word. 

We are sorry for focussing on our own needs and not the needs of others.  

We are sorry for putting our faith in self and not you.

We are sorry for creating trouble for ourselves and for others. 

Come Holy Spirit. Come and help us live and wait well.  Amen 

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

Song: LHB 103 I know that my Redeemer lives 
OR Lord I need you 
We pray 

Awaken us, Lord, 

so that when your Son comes 

we may be ready to receive him with joy 

and serve you with clean hearts. 

Amen.
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read 
Amos 5:18-24 The day of the Lord
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Open your Bible and read:  

1 Thessalonians 4:13-18 Questions about the Lord's coming
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
A Reflection: 

Verse 18 says – ‘Encourage one another with these words.’

How do these words (vv13-17) encourage you? 
Prayer: 

Lord, thank you for giving us a glimpse into your big plan where all your people past and present will be caught up in the clouds to meet you in the air and be with you forever. Give us faith to trust your plan. Amen

Gospel Reading

Open your Bible and read:  

Matthew 25:1-13 Parable of the wise and foolish girls
or watch this Gospel presentation video https://video.link/w/FHElb
   or at https://www.youtube.com/watch?v=0n-_Xv7K40c
After the gospel: 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.
Household Discussion 
A Reflection: 
Jesus says that we do not know when he will return, so we need to be ready for him, what do you think it means to be ready? 

What is involved in keeping our ‘spiritual lamps’ burning until Jesus returns?

Lord Jesus we are waiting for you to come again. Take us to be with you forever. Amen. 

We sing: LHB 164  Love divine all loves excelling 
OR Give me oil in my lamp
Sermon

The Apostles Creed 

Let’s speak our common faith out loud. 

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 

and the life everlasting.  Amen.

We Pray for Ourselves and the World

Before you begin ask one another: ‘How can I be praying for you?’ Include your prayers for one another in this time of prayer. 
Heavenly Father: thank you for bringing about a new creation through you Son, Jesus Christ.  Thank you for giving us a place in your new world by the power of the Holy Spirit.  Keep us from the temptations of unbelief, and supply us with faith.

Bless all church workers.  Bring fruitful growth to the word they sow.  Keep us and all your people focused on you. Supply us with unity in the truth and with love for one another.

Let your Spirit guide us this day and in the week ahead as we go about our daily lives.  Thank you for the many blessings you have showered upon us. Give us confidence as we look ahead.  Keep us free from skepticism and confusion, and supply us with listening hearts and sound judgment.

Supply the people of this world with all they need for a healthy life.  Bless all people with legitimate daily work.  Keep us and all your people seeking true and honest service in the world. Supply us with people to receive our witness to Christ.

Thank you for those who serve our nation.  Direct our Prime Minister and other government leaders in their response to uncertain times.  Keep us and all your people aware of our duties as citizens and neighbours, and supply us with obedience and grace to live in community.
Have mercy, Lord, on the sick and bereaved, and on all who are in despair.  Help us to see and respond to the needs of others, and supply us with compassion for those who suffer, including those we know personally who are in need,  whom we now name silently in our hearts... 

(insert your own prayer requests and your prayers for one another here)

Heavenly Father, when we are tired, give us strength.  When we are careless, make us alert; and when we feel like giving up, fill us with hope for the day your Son will be revealed in glory.  These things we ask in the name of your son, Christ our Lord. 

Amen.

Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
Blessing 

Go in peace watching and waiting for the Lord’s coming. 

And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us now and always. 
Amen 

Final song: LHB 487 Wake awake for night is flying 
OR While I wait
Conclusion

Don’t forget to blow out your candle
