Sunday Word & Prayer – Epiphany 3C

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

This day is holy to the Lord your God;
do not mourn or weep.
This day is holy to our Lord;
do not be grieved, for the joy of the Lord is your strength. (Neh 8: 9b,10b NRSV alt)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing LHS 500 Blessed Jesus at thy word OR Thy Word - Amy Grant
We pray Psalm 19
The heavens declare the glory of God;

    the skies proclaim the work of his hands.

Day after day they pour forth speech;

    night after night they reveal knowledge.

They have no speech, they use no words;

    no sound is heard from them.

Yet their voice goes out into all the earth,

    their words to the ends of the world.

In the heavens God has pitched a tent for the sun.

    It is like a bridegroom coming out of his chamber,

    like a champion rejoicing to run his course.

It rises at one end of the heavens

    and makes its circuit to the other;

    nothing is deprived of its warmth.
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart. (Ps 19:8a NIV)

The law of the LORD is perfect,

    refreshing the soul.

The statutes of the LORD are trustworthy,

    making wise the simple.

The precepts of the LORD are right,

    giving joy to the heart.

The commands of the LORD are radiant,

    giving light to the eyes.

The fear of the LORD is pure,

    enduring for ever.

The decrees of the LORD are firm,

    and all of them are righteous.
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.
They are more precious than gold,

    than much pure gold;

they are sweeter than honey,

    than honey from the honeycomb.

By them your servant is warned;

    in keeping them there is great reward.

But who can discern their own errors?

    Forgive my hidden faults.

Keep your servant also from wilful sins;

    may they not rule over me.

Then I will be blameless,

    innocent of great transgression.
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.
May these words of my mouth and this meditation of my heart

    be pleasing in your sight,

    LORD, my Rock and my Redeemer.
The precepts of the Lord are right, giving joy to the heart.
We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Life-giving God,
we thank you that your Son brought good news
and set us free from captivity.
Fill us with your Spirit,
so that, as we are made holy,
we live as your holy people.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Nehemiah 8:1-3, 5-6,8-10 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in 1 Corinthians 12:12-31a 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Luke 4:14-21 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for fulfilling the Scriptures
and bringing God’s good news.
Lead us to enjoy your salvation.
Amen.
We sing LHS 441 With joyful heart your praises bring OR Let Us Adore - Hillsong Worship
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 465 Praise my soul the King of heaven OR Praise, My Soul, the King of Heaven - Emu Music  as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Saving God,
thank you for setting us free
from darkness, captivity, and oppression,
and making us part of Christ’s body.
Help us to live harmoniously,
serving and helping one another,
and being your instruments to bring good news,
healing, and liberty to others.
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

Jesus Christ has been revealed to us in the proclamation of the word. Let us bring our prayers and petitions to the Father in his name.

Heavenly Father, thank you for the precious gift of your Son- the Word made flesh. Thank you for revealing yourself to us through Jesus, and for all that you've done to bring us forgiveness and new life.  Forgive us our many sins and purify our lives. Help us to follow Christ in faith-filled repentance and devotion.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

We pray for this land of Australia.  Thank you for the abundant blessings you shower on us here.  Graciously protect us from fire and flood, from war and disease, from famine and strife, and from every kind of disaster.  Draw all Australians into the radiance of your light, so that we may properly care for and use the resources of this wonderful country.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Thank you for the blessings of good government and civil peace.  We commend to you our Prime Minister (insert name), and our Premier (insert name).  Help all in government and positions of responsibility maintain honesty and truth, justice and peace.  And give our leaders wisdom and compassion in policy regarding refugees.  Draw us into the radiance of your light, that we may be obedient to proper authority.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Support all people in their proper vocation, dear Lord, and help all those who are unemployed.  Bless our arts and culture, our science and technology.  Draw us all into the radiance of your light, that we may each give faithful service to you in our various callings.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

We pray for the churches in Australia.  Keep your people true to your word, regular in the use of the means of grace, and genuine in repentance and renewal.  Where there is error correct it, and bring the churches to unity in you.  Draw us into the radiance of your light, that we may give a clear witness to you in this land.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Have mercy, Lord, on those suffering in the shadows of darkness and caught in the traps of sin and death.  Shine on them with your grace and peace.  Give health and strength to all we know to be in need, and whom we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence)

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Lord, may your word be heard wherever your people gather, so that they are set free to bring your good news to all the world. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Go in peace, for your strength is the joy of the Lord.
Thanks be to God.








And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing LHS 219 Jesus shall reign OR Jesus Shall Reign - Keith & Kristyn Getty
