
40DAYS  
a Lenten prayer guide



Lent is a wonderful season for us to set aside extra time to contemplate and  
connect with the abundance of God’s love for us in Christ. It is a time when  
it hits home that ‘while we were still sinners, Christ died for us” (Rom 5:8) and  
by the power of the Holy Spirit at work in His word and His people, God has  
rescued us by this good news to a new and living hope. Each one of us are  
objects of God’s mission to seek and save, to rescue and love.

LCA International Mission is tasked with the privilege of walking with brothers  
and sisters across South East Asia and the Pacific as they too reach out with  
this good news for the sake of those still lost in sin and death. But it is important 
for all of us to remember that it is not their mission or our mission, but God’s  
mission into which we are invited.

As we enter this Lenten season I invite you to join with us in prayer for the sake  
of God’s mission being enacted among us and our partner churches across  
Asia and the Pacific. 

Our prayers call on God to enact His promises and work through His word to  
bring forgiveness, life and salvation to people as they hear of Jesus for the first  
or the fiftieth time. 

Our prayers call on God to uphold His servants working on the coal face of  
mission, facing spiritual and physical dangers as they bring Jesus to a world 
caught up in sin and shame. 

And our prayers call on God to open the eyes of all who are the subject of   
His mission, that they may see and rejoice in what we know so well…“that   
God demonstrates his own love for us in this: While we were still sinners,   
Christ died for us.”

May the good news of God’s love in Christ, renew your faith this Lent!

Assistant to the Bishop – International Mission  
Lutheran Church of Australia

Pastor Matt Anker



THAILAND
Population: 69,000,000
Capital: Bangkok
Major Religion: Buddhism 
Language: Thai 
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Thai culture is deeply 
influenced by religion, 

with around 95% of the 
country being Buddhist. 
The belief system and 

values of Buddhism play 
a huge role in day-to-day 

life. LCA International 
Mission has partnered
with the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church in 

Thailand (ELCT) since 
1994 and has continued 
to see God do amazing 

work in the lives of 
many Thai people. 

The partnership has 
included scholarships for 
people in-country and in 

Australia, as well as 
providing a missionary 
to work with the ELCT 

from 2004 to late 2013. 
Now the partnership also 

focuses on supporting 
the ministry and mission 

carried out by local 
evangelists who work 
with the Lua people 
in the Nan province 

of Northern Thailand.



High in the mountains, close to the Thai/Laos border in Northern Thailand, on   
the thatched floor of their one roomed house, sit Boon, Chum, their daughters and  
granddaughter, together with Lua evangelist Neng. 

72-year-old Boon has been the village witch doctor for 22 years. The people in this 
Lua village, came to Boon when they were sick, when they wanted to plant their rice 
and when they needed advice about various issues.  

At night in the darkness, Boon would hear the voices of Buddhist spirits outside his 
house. They would wake him up and he would connect with other spirits who would 
speak to him and teach him.

People feared Boon. They would give him gifts to appease the spirits. He had power.

Chum, Boon’s wife and daughters became followers of Jesus some years ago and 
were baptized in the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Thailand in the Nan province.

Evangelist Neng has been sharing the message of Jesus Christ in the village, through 
her weekly preaching and through practical acts of love over the last years. 

In June 2018, Boon too was baptized in the Lutheran Church. Boon’s life has changed 
dramatically. He has come from absolute fear and darkness into the light and love of 
Jesus. He has found faith and freedom. 



Pray for the Lua evangelists who are 
sharing the gospel message in the Nan 

province in Northern Thailand

Pray for the Lua people who are 
coming to know of Jesus’ love for them 
and are being renewed and set free  
by the power of the Holy Spirit

Pray for the students studying at the 
Lutheran Seminary in Thailand who will 

go on to become pastors and 
lay workers

Pray for the children and staff at  
Home of Praise 1 and 2 in the slums  
of Bangkok, and the staff, mothers and 
babies at Home of Grace in Bangkok   

Day 1
Pray for Bishop Amnuay Yodwong, 
his family, the pastors, evangelists 
and ministry workers serving with 
the Evangelical Lutheran Church 
in Thailand

Day 2

Day 3

Day 4

Day 5



Population: 32,000,000
Capital:  Kuala Lumpur
Language: Malay
Major Religion: Islam

MALAYSIA 
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Malaysia is a bustling 
melting-pot of races and 

religions. However, the Malaysian 
constitution declares Islam as 

the state religion while allowing 
freedom of religion for 

non-Muslims. In West Malaysia, 
LCA International Mission has 

had a long standing partnership 
with the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Malaysia (ELCM), 

which started as a mission to 
people of Tamil background, 
and the Lutheran Church in 

Malaysia (LCM), which began
as a result of ministry and 

mission to people of Chinese 
heritage. In East Malaysia, 

LCA Internation Mission has 
an established relationship and 
long-term partnership with the 

Basel Christian Church of 
Malaysia (BCCM) and has 

supported the development of 
the Lutheran Study Centre at 
Sabah Theological Seminary. 

We have recently established a 
relationship with the Protestant 

Church in Sabah (PCS).



Pray for the continuing development 
of Lutheran Education Malaysia, 

with the support of Lutheran Education 
Australia and LCA International Mission

Pray for the ministry to and with the 
Orang Asli (indigenous people) living 
in West Malaysia and the indigenous 
people who are served and cared 
for in East Malaysia

Pray for the staff of Sabah Theological 
Seminary and the Lutheran Study 
Centre as they teach the students 

undertaking theological study

Pray for the youth of the Basel 
Christian Church of Malaysia as they 
live out their faith in Jesus Christ  
in challenging circumstances

Day 6
Pray for Bishop Aaron Yap, Bishop 
Solomon Rajah, Bishop James Chong 
Leong Wong and President Jensey 
Mojuin who are leading the Lutheran 
Synods in West and East Malaysia

Day 7

Day 8

Day 9

Day 10



Andry Alang is the first Orang Asli indigenous Malaysian man to train as a pastor  
of the Lutheran Church in Malaysia (LCM). LCA International Mission has supported  
his scholarship at Sabah Theological Seminary (STS) in East Malaysia, since 2014. 
During the middle of 2018, Andry officially began his ministry amongst the Orang  
Asli community in the country’s west. 

Originally from Gopeng, Perak on Peninsular Malaysia, he moved to Pengkalan Hulu, 
near the border with Thailand, when he was 20. Andry’s family were Methodist, but  
he joined the Lutheran church when he stayed with his uncle’s family, who had   
served in the Lutheran church for many years.

Andry felt a special calling from God to serve in the community of the Orang Asli.  
He knows the importance of living out his faith in the community.

The study at times proved to be challenging due to living in a new environment   
away from home and having to read and understand theological books in different  
languages. However, Andry feels incredibly blessed to have grown in his biblical 
knowledge. This has also helped to develop and strengthen his faith.

Andry is thankful for his LCA International Mission scholarship which has helped him 
to learn to understand other people through listening to them, praying with them and 
sharing experiences. He believes that he is not showing them that he is the best, but 
that everything that happens in life is by God’s grace. Andry loves to share what God 
has done for him and his family, with the hope that they will feel the love of God, too.

Day 7



CAMBODIA
Population: 16,000,000
Capital: Phnom Penh
Language: Khmer 
Major Religion: Buddhism



While the main religion in
Cambodia is Buddhism, the 

Lutheran Church in Cambodia 
(LCC) is growing quickly. 

LCA International Mission has 
partnered with the LCC prior 

to its inception in 2010. 
Its mission work takes place 

primarily from four main hubs: 
in Phnom Penh, at the City 
Church and the Rainbow 
hostel for students; in the 
village Phum Krus, where 

there is a church and outreach 
centre; in Tang Krang in the 
Kampong Cham province; 
and in the Kandal province. 
The LCC was established in 

2010 after partnering Lutheran 
churches from around the 

world bought land and built 
the first church in Phum Krus. 

In 2011 the city church 
congregation was started 
as a ministry to university 

students. Nine people were 
baptised at the church’s 
first service in 2010, and 

today there are more than 
320 baptised brothers and 

sisters in the LCC.
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Pray for the ministry and outreach 
taking place in the communities in 
Phnom Penh, Phum Krus, Tang Krang 
and Kandal province

Pray for the tertiary students boarding 
in the Rainbow Hostel in Phnom Penh, 

that they will continue to be open 
to learning about and knowing 

Jesus Christ

Pray for the strengthening of the 
partnerships that exist between 
Lutheran schools and congregations 
in Australia and the Lutheran Church 
in Cambodia

Pray for the Australian volunteers who 
have served and continue to serve in 

Cambodia through the LCA 
International Mission Volunteers in 

Mission program

Day 11
Pray for the pastors (Pastor Daniel, 
Pastor Sreyleak, Pastor Vibol) and 

leaders of the Lutheran Church 
in Cambodia

Day 12

Day 13

Day 14

Day 15



‘Big ears, open eyes and hearts and closed mouths’ go a long way to actually   
engaging in a respectful way with people that we are seeking to get to know and 
who’s lives we seek to understand. 

In 2014 the idea of a partnership with Cambodia was born at Tatachilla Lutheran  
College in South Australia. The partnership is more than just a trip but rather   
something that is deeply embedded in the whole of the college life. 

In 2019 the 4th group of year 11’s all from one Christian Studies class will spend  
the year together doing pre-learning and contextualising, travelling and then reflecting 
together about justice, aid, and ethics on their return. This is a strength of the way  
this opportunity is placed in the College’s life. The staff member appointed to teach 
the class goes on the trip with the students.

In the 2 week visit, students start in Phnom Penh, travel to Kampong Chhnang and 
end in Siem Reap. Before going, students have listened to feedback from leaders  
at Krus Village who have been asked to outline what could be done to help them 
develop their work there. In the first year that meant the purchase of a motor bike  
to better enable staff to conduct English lessons in surrounding villages. The second 
year the church wanted to support at risk older women who had no extended family 
to support them. Four small homes were built with the support of Pastor Sophouen, 
her staff, as well as by the students. Last year the students partnered in a longer 
range vision for two new classrooms to be built. The whole point is to go to support 
and develop the reputation and the effectiveness of our brothers and sisters in Krus  
so that their presentation of the ‘Good News’ comes to mean just that in tangible ways! 

As relationships are built with Pastor Daniel and the wider ‘family’ of the Lutheran 
Church in Cambodia, we see the impact that it has in the lives of people over there  
but also in our whole school community. Each year students and staff continue  
to be transformed from individualistic, self-sufficient Westerners, to humbled,   
self-aware, limited beings. 

Day 11

Day 13

Day 15



PAPUA 
NEW 
GUINEA

Population: 8,400,000 
Capital: Port Moresby

Major Religion: Christian
Language: Tok Pisin, English
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Papua New Guinea is 
incredibly rich in cultural 

diversity with more than 200 
cultures, each with different 
traditions and customs, as 
well as over 800 different 

languages across the 
country. It is estimated that 

there are 2 million 
Lutherans in the Evangelical 
Lutheran Church of Papua 
New Guinea (ELC-PNG). 
LCA International Mission

has a long and deep 
connection to the ministry 
and mission in PNG going 
back over more than 130 
years. Many people within 

the LCA have some 
connection in one way or 

another to people who have 
either served in PNG or 

supported this ministry and 
mission in significant

ways. Over the last 130 
years, more than 800 

Australian Lutherans have 
served together with the 
Lutheran Church in PNG. 



In 2016 Pastor Greg Schiller returned to Australia after more than a 30-year partnership 
in the gospel with our partner church, the Evangelical Lutheran Church of Papua New 
Guinea (ELC-PNG). Greg began his ministry in PNG in 1984 as a vicar on Siassi Island. 
Leaving in 2016 was immensely hard for Greg, but he also felt the call to come home 
to Australia. 

At the start of 2017 Greg took the call to Cairns Lutheran Parish. As like most of us, 
we never quite know what God’s plan entails, but for Greg, it has been a reconnection 
to and continuation of ministry to PNG people. There is a significant number of people 
from PNG living in Cairns and Greg and the church community are finding more and 
more ways to engage and connect with them.

More and more Papua New Guineans are getting involved with and help in leading 
services and other church events. Every service has the blessing in Tok Pisin as well 
as in English and some parts of the sermon can go to Tok Pisin if extra explanation is 
needed. The congregation regularly sing Tok Pisin songs in worship. Pastor Greg has 
translated some of the PNG songs (written by PNG’s and with local tunes) to English 
so that they can be taught to the English speakers. There are PNG themed worship 
services throughout the year. The confirmation class is almost entirely PNG young 
people.

However, Greg believes that more still needs to be done. There are still possibly  
thousands of Papua New Guineans of Lutheran background in the Cairns region  
who they don’t see or haven’t been contacted, and Greg and the PNG Lutheran  
worshipping community want to reach out to them. 

Greg’s heart is for all people to be fully participating members of the congregation,  
not just spectators in the congregation. Greg said, ‘I love the PNG community here 
and feel at home with them.’



Pray for Mick Hauser serving as a 
lecturer at Martin Luther Seminary in 
Lae and as he prepares for ordination 
as a pastor of the LCA

Pray for the ongoing partnership 
between Concordia College St. John’s 
Campus at Highgate and the schools 

on the Siassi Islands. Pray for more 
partnerships to be established

Pray for those involved in teaching and 
training at the four Wok Meri training 
schools and the three seminaries 
(Martin Luther Seminary, Senior Flierl 
Seminary, Ogelbeng Highlands 
Seminary)

Pray for Hanna Schulz serving as a 
linguist and Bible translation advisor 

in the Gulf Province, Patrick and Anke 
Sprau serving at SIL’s medical centre in 

Ukarumpa, Ian Hutchinson serving at 
the PNG-SIL centre at Ukarumpa

Day 16

Day 17

Day 18

Day 19

Day 20

Pray for wisdom and strength for 
Bishop Jack Urame and the leaders 

of ELC-PNG as they lead their people 
in following Jesus



Population: 267,000,000
Capital: Jakarta
Language: Bahasa Indonesia
Major Religion: Islam

INDONESIA



Made up of thousands 
of volcanic islands, 

Indonesia is a Southeast 
Asian nation, home to 

hundreds of ethnic groups 
speaking many different 
languages. Indonesia is 

the world’s largest 
Muslim-majority nation. 

LCA International Mission 
works closely through the 
Lutheran World Federation 

National Committee 
Indonesia, with the 13 
Indonesian Lutheran 

Churches. Through the 
collaborative partnership, 
LCA International Mission

 seeks to support the 
building of the theological 
and educational capacity 
of the member churches. 

The partnership also 
focuses on providing 
volunteers to support 
mission and ministry 

as well as scholarships for 
pastors and teachers.
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The SIWAH (Serving Indonesia with a Heart) project was born out of a combination  
of the LCA International Mission’s partnership initiatives and a group of faithful and 
enthusiastic students from Faith Lutheran College in Tanunda. A desire to serve  
and transform lives through learning and teaching drove the direction and the   
development of the partnership. 

The SIWAH group started with 1 teacher and 6 high school students meeting over 
lunchtime to dream, question and pray. Eventually the group grew to include 2 staff, 
6 students and 2 college parents. The group continued to pray and plan a long-term 
partnership whereby staff and students from a school in Indonesia and Faith Lutheran 
College could work together, learning from one another and serving each other.

In July of 2018 the 10 member SIWAH team left for North Sumatra and spent a week 
with staff and students from SMA HKBP 1 Tarutung. Students and staff from both 
Tarutung and Faith were positively impacted by a connection that formed. This   
connection was based on the values Jesus displayed in his ministry, values such  
as care, appreciation, serving, love and compassion. 

As Year 11 student, Sarah wrote after her involvement in the project, “I’ve come to 
realise that projects like these really mould you and help you grow in resilience, as a 
group and as individuals, and the difficulties that are encountered make the project 
even more memorable. Because of the sincere kindness and joy that we were welcomed  
with and the intercultural understanding and friendships both school’s now have after 
just one visit, I hope for a God-driven partnership to evolve so that students, staff and 
families from both schools can continue to have experiences like ours. It was a true 
blessing to visit Indonesia and was the best leap of faith I have ever taken.” 

From this initial visit a partnership has been implemented and staff and students from 
SMA HKBP 1 Tarutung will spend time at Faith Lutheran College in 2019. This will  
provide staff and students from both communities with an opportunity to teach and 
learn in a way that has the potential to transform lives, with the grace of God.



Pray for each of the Bishops, leaders 
and members of the 13 LWF 

National Committee, Indonesia 
member churches

Pray for a sense of unity as the 
different churches work together 
to proclaim Jesus

Pray for Ridwin Purba as he leads and 
coordinates the Lutheran 

education reform process and the
school partnership program

Pray for God’s wisdom and grace that 
we may learn much from the churches 
in Indonesia about sharing our love for 
Jesus in our communities

Day 21
Pray for the Lutheran School
partnerships that have formed between 
Australian and Indonesian churches. 
Pray that God’s Spirit continues to 
bless those involved to share His love 
through the gospel

Day 22

Day 23

Day 24

Day 25



MYANMAR
Population: 56,000,000
Capital: Naypyidaw
Language: Burmese
Major Religion: Buddhism
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The history of the Christian 
Churches in Myanmar is a 
long and colourful mix of 
Christian denominations 
which have come to the 

country to share the message 
of Jesus Christ with the 

people of the many ethnic 
groups. Some missionary 
groups have been working 
in the country for more than 
100 years. There are more 
than 135 ethnic groups in 

Myanmar, all with their own 
histories, cultures and 

languages. While the majority 
of Myanmar’s population 

practices Buddhism, there 
are substantial numbers of 

Christians, Hindus, and 
Muslims. The Lutheran 

Church of Australia/
New Zealand through 

LCA International Mission 
continues to work in 

partnership with the four 
member churches of the 
Federation of Lutheran 
Churches in Myanmar.



Pray for the theological training of 
pastors and lay people in Myanmar 

undertaken by the Lutheran Church in 
Malaysia supported by LCA 

International Mission

Pray for the existing partnership 
between Ipswich Lutheran Church, 
Australia and the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church in Myanmar. Pray for more 
partnerships with LCA congregations 
to be established

Pray for peace to come to the 
war-torn and ethnically diverse 

country of Myanmar

Pray for the women of the Lutheran 
churches in Myanmar as they study
the Word and live out their faith

Day 26
Pray for the Bishops, leaders and 
members of the four member 
Churches of the Federation of 
Lutheran Churches in Myanmar

Day 27

Day 28

Day 29

Day 30



The mission statement of Ipswich Lutheran Church is ‘To Know Christ and to Make 
Christ Known’. To fulfil this mission, the church embarked on a journey with LCA  
International Mission to find a partner church in a South-East Asian country.

The congregation felt a clear call from God to support the Evangelical Lutheran 
Church of Myanmar (ELCM or Lutheran Bethlehem Church). Myanmar is a country  
just emerging from decades of military rule and beginning to find its feet in the 21st 
century. It is 85 per cent Buddhist.

A small team of four first visited Myanmar in 2017 to see what could be possible.  
They were privileged and humbled to visit two of the villages in which mission   
activities had been established. At the first village, they were greeted by a happy  
gathering of nearly 200 women and children (the men were working in the fields), 
many of whom would have walked for several hours to attend. At the second village, 
which is primarily an Indian (Hindustani) village, the team met an ELCM evangelist.  
He was forced to learn Hindi as a child, but now uses his skills to go to the Hindustani 
village and share Christ with them in their native language. 

The small team left with the exciting possibilities of ways the partnership could   
continue to grow God’s Kingdom in a place where Jesus is so desperately needed. 

Since the initial trip, Ipswich Lutheran Church has continued to grow the relationship 
with the ELCM through further visits, financial giving and continual prayer. It is   
a partnership that is changing the lives of not just the people of Myanmar, but the  
Ipswich congregation too, as they learn to step out of their comfort zone and share 
their faith in new ways despite language and cultural barriers. 

Day 27

Day 29



SINGAPORE
Population: 6,000,000
Capital: Singapore
Major Religion: Buddhism
Language: Mandarin, 
English and Malay



For many people, Singapore
used to be just a transit
lounge on a journey to 

somewhere else in the world. 
However, it is a thriving 
country with a diverse 

multicultural population that 
includes a range of religions. 

The Lutheran Church in 
Singapore (LCS) shares its 

early history with the 
Lutheran Church in 

Malaysia. The LCS is 
a mission focused church 
with established mission 
areas in China, Mongolia, 
Thailand and Cambodia, 

together with major mission 
through the Thai Good News 

Centre and through the 
International Seafarers’ 
Mission in the ports of 

Singapore. The partnership 
of LCA International Mission 
together with the LCS is a 

graduated partnership, where 
both churches join together 
in mission and ministry. The 

partnership currently focuses 
on mission in Cambodia.
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Andrew Thinagaran was raised in a Hindu family. As a child though, a Roman Catholic 
“uncle” gave him and his siblings Christmas money each year and brought them to 
watch The Ten Commandments and Ben-Hur movies. 

At the age of 16, Andrew was given a pamphlet with a simple message about Jesus 
Christ. Andrew remembers praying the suggested prayer that was written on the  
pamphlet. The funny thing was though, there wasn’t a statue or any idols to face  
while praying. So he faced a wall and prayed.

As Andrew continued to grow up into an adult, he had questions and he was troubled 
enough by these to ask people at his work for their understanding on the meaning 
of life. One colleague said he would explain the answer if Andrew met him weekly, to 
which he agreed. The colleague used a book from The Navigator’s discipleship series 
to guide him through an understanding of Christian faith. 

A Muslim colleague however, wanted to introduce Islam to Andrew, and discouraged 
him from attending church. He pointed out “errors” in the Bible, which ultimately lead 
Andrew to search for answers, asking the Christians in church and studying the Bible. 
This grew Andrew’s faith in Christ and the Bible. To this day, he tells people that,  
“the one who made me a strong Christian was a Muslim.” 

Andrew believes that all these experiences were significant steps in his faith journey 
to becoming a Christian. After exploring several denominations Andrew joined the 
Lutheran church in 2010. He currently serves as an associate pastor, and is working 
towards ordination. 

In 2018 Andrew was offered an LCA International Mission scholarship to study   
at Australian Lutheran College (ALC). Bishop Rev Terry Kee felt that the training at  
ALC would benefit Andrew to understand Lutheran theological distinctives, as well  
as give him space away from ministry to write his thesis.

Andrew said, ‘Though my time at ALC has been short, I have learnt more in this time 
about Lutheranism, than I have over the years. Having knowledgeable and passionate 
lecturers to guide and shape me has been a real blessing.’



Pray for Chak Mun (LCS staff 
member) who is serving in 

Cambodia as the Lutheran World 
Mission Field Coordinator

Pray for the Lutheran Church in 
Singapore’s ministry to the elderly 
through their Breakfast Clubs and 
Eldercare facilities

Pray for the staff and those coming 
from Thailand to live and work in 

Singapore, worshiping in the Thai 
Good News Centre

Pray for the ongoing translation of 
‘Growing as God’s People’ which 
has now been translated into the 
Chinese, Lisu, Malay, Indonesian 
and Burmese languages

Day 31
Pray for wisdom and strength 
for Bishop Terry Kee, his wife, 
the pastors and members of the 
Lutheran Church in Singapore

Day 32

Day 33

Day 34

Day 35



LCA INTERNATIONAL 
MISSION SCHOLARSHIPS 



LCA International Mission 
offers various scholarships 
to members of our partner 

churches in order to 
enable them to strengthen 

the Lutheran theology in their 
churches and seminaries. 

Australian Lutheran College 
is a well established and 
respected seminary with 

an outstanding and 
comprehensive theological 
library. This is a valuable 

asset to our partner 
churches across Asia and 
the Pacific. Over the years 

the scholarship program has 
helped in the formation of 

Bishops and church leaders. 
It has, and continues to make 

a difference in our partner 
churches as well as in the 

LCA as we learn from them. 
Our church is much richer 

in its understanding 
of God and His mission 
in the world through the 

interaction of the scholarship 
students in Australia.
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Pray that people respond to the 
invitation to take part in the LCA 
International Mission scholarship 

program in the future

Pray that through the LCA 
International Mission scholarships 
God’s peace and hope are proclaimed 
and lives are strengthened and shaped 
for service in God’s mission in the world

Pray for the Grow Leadership 
program involving young adults from 

LCA/NZ and Myanmar to be fruitful for 
these young people and that they 

are strengthened and mentored for 
leadership in their respective Churches

Day 36
Pray that the LCA International 
Mission Reconciliation Ministry 
scholarship holders are open to 
learning and have a heart to share 
God’s grace and love with people  
in their own countries

Day 37

Day 38

Day 39



Day 37

Day 39

‘I have fallen into the arms of Jesus. I don’t feel the great pain of my shame and  
guilt anymore. Please thank the people of the LCA for making this possible. My life,  
my ministry has been transformed as I have come to understand what it means  
to be forgiven and reconciled to God through Jesus.’

These are the words that Rev Shigeo Sueoka shared. He was talking of the enormous 
benefits to him and to his church, which he had experienced through receiving an  
LCA International Mission scholarship. During his scholarship in Reconciliation Ministry, 
Shigeo spent 5 weeks in Australia learning from Pastor Paul Kerber and other LCA 
members. In that time, he came to understand what it meant to be truly reconciled  
to God.

Born into a Japanese Buddhist family, Shigeo had been overwhelmed with shame  
and guilt when he couldn’t reach the high expectations placed on him by his prevailing  
culture. He came to know Jesus when his mother became a Christian late in life. 
Shigeo was baptised in the Kinki Evangelical Lutheran Church in Japan and became  
a pastor and then president of the Lutheran Church.

Shigeo said, ‘Before I participated in the LCA’s scholarship, I had misunderstood  
“reconciliation” to mean political reconciliation, or a methodology in psychology for 
building relationships. I have learnt that reconciliation ministry is wholly founded on 
the bible, on the Lutheran understanding of law and gospel, and the theology of the 
cross. I have learnt that reconciliation in human relationships is based on the love  
and forgiveness of Jesus Christ. I also learnt and confirmed again the importance  
of studying the scriptures. I want the pastors in my church to know this and to bring  
it to the people in their congregations.’

Shigeo is sincerely grateful for your support in helping to make this possible.  



It was my privilege as the Bishop of the LCA to visit the Lua people in northern   
Thailand. The vistas are spectacular but the people are poor. The Lua, who live   
on both sides of the Thai/Laos border, have long been itinerants, partly because of 
their spiritual belief in local spirits. Each village has a shaman, or spirit doctor, who  
mediates between the spirit world and the world of the living. A whole village would 
shift because of an evil spirit, particularly when someone died. There must be no  
contact between the living and the dead.

We visited several homes in the company of the Lutheran Church leader, Bishop  
Amnuay, who was previously the local pastor. One home was that of a former local 
shaman, who became a Christian when he saw the love of Jesus contrasted to the 
loveless animism he had been practicing. He and his wife spoke powerfully of the  
fear they used to experience in the night, when evil spirits would invade their home. 
Now that he is a Christian those spirits have gone. He and his family can sleep   
unafraid through the night. In another home we met a 90 year old woman called Oo. 
10 years ago she was the first person in her village to believe in Jesus. Since then  
she has suffered, and several members of her family have died, ostensibly as   
punishment for her faith.

Fear was a constant theme of the visit, and the release from fear that Jesus brings. 
Having few possessions, vulnerable and exposed to the primal elements of nature, 
these people had experienced a deep, visceral fear, the ancient terror of the forces 
of evil unleashed in the world. It sits deep in the gut, in the psyche, in the innermost 
being. Fear had steadily devoured them. Until they met Jesus they were not truly alive.

You and I might think that the now found faith of such people is just a simple faith,  
but not so. It’s extremely profound. It’s deeper than the human thoughts, spoken 
words and logical arguments for faith that we often rely upon. Faith lives, raw and 
unedited, in their innermost beings, the soul. It is a connecting point with the Creator 
of the universe. This is hard to articulate, impossible to spell out, but it’s just who  
they are. These are new people made by the Spirit into the image of Christ.

I didn’t speak their language, but faith simply glowed within them. I saw the living  
God at work in the world. He showed himself to me in these people, poor and   
underprivileged as the world sees it. But in him they are rich beyond measure.

Bishop John Henderson



Here I am Lord, send me
Day 40



LCA International Mission invites you to partner with us,    
as together we share in God’s mission in the world.

PRAY
Continue to use this Lenten prayer guide throughout the year,   
or download the monthly prayer guide from our website. 
http://www.lcamission.org.au/join-gods-mission/pray/ 

GIVE
If you would like to use your Lenten offerings to assist in enabling the 
extension of God’s kingdom, following our Lord in his mission to make 
disciples of all nations, please contact the LCA International Mission 
office on 08 8267 7300.

If you would like to join in God’s mission through collecting and 
sending your used stamps for the Stamps for Mission project or 
preparing birthing kits for Papua New Guinea, please contact the  
LCA International Mission office on 08 8267 7300.

CONNECT
If you would like to learn more about how you can connect to the 
mission of God through a LCA International Mission congregational  
or school partnership, please phone Erin on 08 8267 7300 or email 
erin.kerber@lca.org.au

GO
If you would like to consider the opportunity to serve as a volunteer in 
mission, teaching English, teaching in the seminaries and institutions 
of our partner churches, or serving in practical ways, please phone 
Nevin on 08 8267 7300 or email nevin.nitschke@lca.org.au
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