Sunday Word & Prayer – Palm/Passion Sunday
GOD COMES TO US
We welcome our king
Your king comes to you, 

righteous and having salvation, 

gentle and riding on a donkey, 

on a colt, the foal of a donkey.  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
We sing LHS 86 All glory laud and honour OR Hosanna Praise is Rising - Maranatha! Music
Friends in Christ: For the five weeks of Lent we have been preparing for the celebration of our Lord's suffering and death. Today, together with the whole church, we begin this Holy Week by welcoming our Messiah. 

We read in the gospel of John: 

He came to what was his own, and his own people did not accept him. But to all who received him, who believed in his name, he gave power to become children of God.  

So, like the people of long ago, let us welcome Jesus 

and walk with him to the cross.

If we have been united with him in a death like his, 

we will certainly be united with him in a resurrection like his.  

The Lord be with you:

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Lord, as we honour Christ the King by carrying these branches today, increase our faith and listen to our prayers, so that we may honour you every day, by living always in him. For he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

Reading of Jesus’ triumphal entry – John 12:12-16
We pray Psalm 118:1,2,19-29

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.

Let Israel say:
    “His love endures forever.”

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.  

Open for me the gates of the righteous;
    I will enter and give thanks to the Lord.
This is the gate of the Lord
    through which the righteous may enter.
I will give you thanks, for you answered me; 
you have become my salvation.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

The stone the builders rejected
    has become the cornerstone;
the Lord has done this,
    and it is marvellous in our eyes.
The Lord has done it this very day;
    let us rejoice today and be glad.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Lord, save us!
    Lord, grant us success!

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.
Blessed is he who comes in the name of the Lord. 
From the house of the Lord we bless you.
The Lord is God,
    and he has made his light shine on us.
With boughs in hand, join in the festal procession,

up to the horns of the altar.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

You are my God, and I will praise you;
    you are my God, and I will exalt you.

Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

Give thanks to the Lord, for he is good;
    his love endures forever.


Blessed is the one who comes in the name of the Lord.

We sing LH 62 My song is love unknown  OR Christ Our Glory, Sovereign Grace
We pray the prayer for this day
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Loving Father of all,
your only Son came as a servant
and was obedient
all the way to his death on the cross.
Make us humble like Christ,
and bring us to be with him in his glory.
For he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US

We listen to God’s word 

 Old Testament Reading – Isaiah 50:4-9a
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Isaiah 50:4-9a
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Psalm 31:9,10, 13-16
Epistle Reading – Philippians 2:5-11
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in Philippians 2:5-11
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading –Mark 15:1-39
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Mark 15:1-39
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord





          Praise be to you, O Christ, Lamb of God. 
We sing   LHS 87 Ride on ride on in Majesty (tune Winchester New TIS 348) OR Only a Holy God, CityAlight
We listen to the address
We confess our faith  

I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing a hymn/song as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Let us offer our thanks to God.

Thank you, loving Father,

that your Son was obedient all the way to the cross,

and suffered and died for us.

Make us humble and self-giving,

serving others as he served us.

Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

God the Son humbled himself, taking on human flesh, suffering and dying in our place. Let us pray to God our Father, and place in his hands the suffering of the world.

We pray for the church, that we may humbly bear our crosses and follow Jesus as our King and Lord.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We pray for pastors entrusted with your holy word, like the priests and scribes.  May they preserve the truth of your word and teach and live according to it.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We pray for those who have sinned, like Peter.  Teach us to be sorry for our sins, and forgive us all that we do wrong.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We pray for prisoners and criminals like Barrabas.  May they find true freedom by changing the way they live.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We pray for all in government, like Pilate and Herod.  May they use their power properly, and serve truth and justice.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We pray for those who are dying, like the thieves crucified with Jesus.  May they die with Jesus by their side, and be received into your kingdom.  

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We pray for parents like Mary who have lost a child.  May they bear their suffering and know the comfort of your love.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We pray for peace in areas where there is unrest and conflict. Protect our brothers and sisters in Christ in these places.  May their neighbours see the Son of God in them.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We pray for the whole human race, that all will come to know Jesus as Lord and Saviour, pray for those who hurt them, and forgive them too.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

And we pray for those with special needs who are known to us personally, and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)
Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

Father, may the suffering and death of Jesus lighten the burdens of all who suffer. Lead us in the way of the cross, that as we suffer with Jesus, so we may rise to life in his glory, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.   Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come, 

your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 

as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours
now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God 
Christ our crucified Saviour draw you to himself, so that you may find in him the assurance of sins forgiven and the gift of eternal life. 
And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us now and always. 





Amen
We sing LHS 60 Christ the life of all the living – verses 1-5 OR Yet Not I, But Through Christ In Me, CityAlight
