Notes on Foot Washing During COVID-19
LCANZ congregations are encouraged to check government restrictions and guidelines in their state, territory or nation. 

Given the current COVID-19 situation, it may be easier to omit the custom of foot washing this year. It is an optional extra and not a requirement for the service. 

If congregations are keen to continue this tradition, some modifications should be considered:
Pastor-led services

· Choose 12 people (preferably of different ages and both genders) to represent the 12 disciples and also the rest of the congregation. The pastor would need to sanitise his hands between people and use a fresh towel for each person. A separate basin of water for each person would also be needed. 

· Alternatively, the pastor could wash just one person’s feet. Care must be taken to cleanse hands before the washing, and to dispose of water, towels and basin appropriately. 
NOTE: Although the usual advice is to be discreet about washing hands after this ceremony prior to handling the elements in Holy Communion, in this current situation it might be more appropriate to thoroughly wash or sanitise hands openly immediately after the foot washing to make it clear that infection control protocols have been followed.
Lay-led services 

If a pastor is not present, the foot-washing takes on a different meaning, and the people are encouraged to wash each other’s feet as a mutual service.

· The usual practice of multiple congregation members washing everybody else’s feet is not practical at present.
· Families could wash each other’s feet if sufficient bowls of water and towels are made available for each household. This raises the issue of how to include people who do not have family present. Care must be taken not to exclude single or widowed people, or those who cannot have their feet washed.

· It may be better to choose a family to come forward to wash each other’s feet on behalf of the whole congregation. 
Practical Concerns

· If people are having their feet washed, then they will need to have been warned beforehand that they will be invited to participate, so that they are able to wear shoes that are easily removed. Women in particular will find it hard to have their feet washed if they are wearing stockings. There must be no pressure on anyone to participate if they do not wish to do so.

· Consider how the seating is arranged to enable the foot washing to occur. If people are not from the same household, ensure that social distancing is observed. 

· Before the service, prepare a separate bowl, towel, and a jug of warm water for each person. You may wish to put on a plain apron- avoid using fancy or patterned aprons.

· After the sermon or the creed (whichever comes last), the minister takes off his (chasuble and) stole, representing the way in which Jesus took off his outer garment, and washes and dries the feet of the people in turn. He may also put on a plain apron, but avoid using fancy or patterned aprons; a sturdy butcher's apron gives the right idea. Only the called pastor or pastors of the congregation should do the actual foot-washing, although assistants may help to carry the jug and bowl, as the action is supposed to convey the servant nature of the pastoral ministry. 

· It will be necessary for the pastor to wash his hands before handling the bread and wine of communion. It should be done publically so that all can see that the minister's hands are clean before handling the food for communion. 

During the foot-washing, it may be appropriate for the congregation to sing one or more of the following songs.

From the 'All Together' books

65
A new commandment

177
Love one another

261
Servant King

From 'Music from Taize', volume 1

Mandatum novum

Ubi caritas

