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Father, be Thy blessing shed


Tune: Maidstone

1
Father, on your servant's head


let your blessing now be shed;


Saviour, give him needed grace


to sustain his heart in peace;


Holy Spirit, with your fire


touch his lips, his soul inspire,


that your truth through him be told


fearlessly to young and old.

2
Seal today the vows that hold


flock and shepherd in one fold.


May he Jesus' mandates keep:


'Feed my lambs' and 'Feed my sheep'.


May he, to your people sent


with your word and sacrament,


so proclaim your holy word


that they hear you speaking, Lord.

3
In the vineyard called to toil,


wisely may he work the soil;


sinners may he love and win,


while he still condemns the sin.


Give him boldness for the right,


give him meekness in the fight,


teach how zeal and care may blend,


give him patience to the end.

4
May he in your people find


listening ear and eager mind,


helpful counsels, deepening peace,


godly life, and glad increase;


may they, by each other led,


grow to one in Christ, their head,


and at last together be


ready for eternity.
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