The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for First Sunday of Advent, Year A  
Isaiah 2:1-5
‘The Nations Stream’ or A Stream of Nations (flowing uphill)!
INTRODUCTION 
Through this Advent season our Old Testament readings are all from the prophet Isaiah. Some of our sermons over coming weeks may look at these OT prophecies. 
We have them in Advent because they are prophecies given to the people of old about the future King – the Messiah, the Christ – and the new age he would usher in when he comes. 
As Christians of course we believe this promised King has come in Jesus, and we believe that through Jesus’ life and death, His resurrection and ascension, He has ushered in this new age which was promised to the people of old, which we will enjoy in its fullness when Christ comes again. 
Our Gospel reading today reminds us always to be prepared for that day. 
So today we’re looking at the first of these Old Testament prophecies in Advent, from Isaiah chapter 2, and how it is fulfilled and worked out in Jesus and in his Church. 
We’ll work through our text fairly closely today, considering:
First the raising of the Lord’s mountain and the nations streaming to it.
Second, the reason they come – which is for worship.  
Third the result of all this – which is peace.  
The raising of the mountain, 
The reason the nations come, and
The result of their coming. 
THE RAISING OF THE MOUNTAIN  
So first is the raising of the Lord’s mountain and the streaming of the nations in verse 1 & 2: “The word that Isaiah son of Amoz saw concerning Judah and Jerusalem.
So first just notice that this is something Isaiah sees; it’s a vision. 
This means that it can be helpful for us to meditate on this in our imaginations, Imagining in our minds eye what Isaiah saw. 
He sees something quite strange.
 
2 In days to come the mountain of the Lord’s house shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be raised above the hills; all the nations shall stream to it.” 
So this is a vision about the mountain of the Lord’s house, later called Mt Zion, the place in Jerusalem where the Temple is.
And the thing about Mt Zion in Jerusalem, Is that it’s not actually that big. It’s not the biggest mountain in that region, let alone Israel, let alone the world. 
But in Isaiah’s vision he sees this mountain where the Lord’s dwelling place is, becoming the highest mountain in the world. 
This is not just about geography. 
Across cultures and throughout history mountains were associated with God or the gods, mountains were meeting places between heaven and earth. So then when we see the Lord’s mountain being established as the highest, what we see is the Lord becoming foremost and preeminent above all other so-called gods in the earth.
This then fits with the next part of the vision where the raising of the Lord’s mountain causes the nations to stream to him and his dwelling-place. So whereas normally it would only be the people of Israel going up to worship the Lord on the mountain, here it’s people from all the countries and cultures of the earth streaming to the Lord.
Now it’s worth pausing for a moment and considering what this means. In our world when it comes to religion and spirituality, there’s a lot of talk about exclusivity and inclusivity. Notice that Isaiah’s vision is, we could say, both exclusive and inclusive.

It’s exclusive in that it excludes any other possible gods, or even any other ways to the one true God.
The vision isn’t of many different mountains where people can worship their own god. And it isn’t that by going to your own mountain and worshipping your own 
god you can find your way to the one true God. 
The vision is of the Lord’s mountain as the only true one, the Lord as the only true God. So it’s exclusive in that sense.
But then it’s also incredibly inclusive in the sense that people from all nations are included here. 
To use St Paul’s words, 
It’s not only Jews or Gentiles welcome here, 
It’s not only male or female, 
It’s not slave or free, 
But all who want to learn the Lord’s ways are welcome here. 
So it’s radically inclusive in that sense. 
Did you notice too in this strange picture where there’s a very high mountain, that the nations are pictured as a river flowing up the mountain?
In my experience rivers don’t normally flow uphill! So there is something so powerful about the Lord’s presence on this mountain that it draws people like water flowing uphill. Now how do we as Christians understand all this? 
Well remember how Jesus pointed to his own body as the new temple, to himself as the new place of God’s dwelling with his people. Remember how Jesus said: ‘When I am lifted up from the earth, I will draw all people to myself’. John 12:32
When Jesus was lifted up on the cross, dying for the sins of the world, when he was raised from the dead, and was lifted up to the Father’s right hand to pour out his Spirit, there is this promise coming to effect, as Jesus draws people from all the nations to the one true God. 
Jesus is the way, the truth and the life, 
But he comes for all people willing to learn the ways of the Lord. 
THE REASON THEY COME  
Now let’s see the reason the nations come in verse 3. 
”Many peoples shall come and say,
‘Come, let us go up to the mountain of the Lord, to the house of the God of Jacob; that he may teach us his ways    and that we may walk in his paths.’
For out of Zion shall go forth instruction, and the word of the Lord from Jerusalem.” 
So why do they come? We’ve just heard about how God himself draws them, but what’s the reason from their perspective? 
To learn the Lord’s ways! That is, to learn what the Lord is like, that he is a gracious and merciful God, and then to learn to walk in his ways, to learn to be merciful. They come to hear God’s word, to receive his teaching. In short we could say the reason they come is for what we call worship. 
This is an important part of this vision, because it’s one thing for the nations to come to the Lord and his mountain, but it’s another thing how they come and for what reason. 
And in Israel, in Isaiah’s time and beyond, there were different ideas about this. 
Negatively speaking, the nations were often coming to conquer Jerusalem, which they actually did not long after this. But even positively let’s say God’s king did come and the nations came to him, even then this was often thought of largely in military terms. So maybe the nations would come to Jerusalem as citizens in the new kingdom who come begrudgingly to do something for the King, or perhaps they even come as captives in chains.   
But this political picture is not at the centre of God’s vision for Jerusalem and for his Messiah, his King. 
God’s promise is that the nations stream to Mt Zion for worship, 
To hear and be taught his Word, 
To receive from God, 
To be blessed by the Lord. 
How do we understand this promise as Christians? 
Well we understand this as at least beginning to be fulfilled in the life of the church. We may think of Jesus’ words at the end of Luke’s Gospel, ‘…that the Christ should suffer and on the third day rise from the dead, and that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in his name to all nations, beginning from Jerusalem’. Luke 24
This begins to happen in the book of Acts, the Gospel goes out from Jerusalem, and the nations begin to stream in, 
First it’s a trickle—
An Ethiopian Eunuch (or administrator) 
A centurion named Cornelius, 
--and pretty soon the trickle turns into a stream as more and more repent and believe in the good news of Jesus Christ.
The river of the nations flowing to the Lord continues to this day in the life of the church. The nations don’t flow to the temple on Mt Zion in earthly Jerusalem, which by the way was destroyed in 70 AD. Instead the nations flow into what the New Testament calls ‘heavenly Jerusalem’, which is accessed here on earth in the temple of God’s people - the church. 
Here’s how St Paul speaks of the Church in Ephesians, 
‘So then you are… members of the household of God, 
Built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, 
Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone., 
In whom the whole structure, being joined together, 
Grows into a holy temple in the Lord.’  Eph 2
It’s in Jesus and in his church that this great vision of Isaiah is fulfilled and worked out even today, as the nations flow into the church to hear the Lord’s word: especially the Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Have you ever considered just how incredible and wonderful it is that in the Christian church all the nations come in to worship the one true God? Who first revealed himself only to the tiny nation of Israel! 
Because even in our time where people more easily travel around the globe and interact with other cultures, Still our human instinct is so strong to stick with our own, to retreat into our tribes. Yet in the Church, God gathers all the nations together to Him!  It’s a beautiful thing when we see this happening. 
In our own Lutheran Church of Australia and New Zealand in recent years we’ve heard some wonderful stories haven’t we, where people from Africa and Asia have flowed into our churches, which sometimes have been largely Germanic in background.  
Here in this place, Isaiah’s vision is being worked out as you sit side by side with people from many different ethnic backgrounds. Let’s not take that for granted, it’s a marvelous reality.  
What is it that brings us together? 
What is it that draws people from all nations in the Christian church? 
It is that we have been drawn by the one Lord through his Word by his Spirit, so that he has taught us his ways and how to walk in them together. 
One day this will be finally fulfilled in all its glory as John saw in Revelation, 
‘…a great multitude that no one could number, from every nation, from all tribes and peoples and languages, standing before the throne and before the Lamb…’ Rev 7. 
So there’s the reason they come – for worship. 
THE RESULT OF THEIR COMING 
Then, there’s the result of their coming in verse 4. 
“He – The Lord - shall judge between the nations,   and shall arbitrate for many peoples; they shall beat their swords into ploughshares, and their spears into pruning-hooks;
nation shall not lift up sword against nation, neither shall they learn war any more.” 

What’s the result of the nations streaming to worship the one true God? 
Peace. 
A peace, the scope and extent of which, the world has never known since the Garden of Eden. 
The imagery is powerful isn’t it? 
Swords for killing are beaten into ploughshares for planting crops. Spears for violence are turned into pruning-hooks for harvesting orchards. The weapons of war and hatred are transformed into the tools of farming and gardening for a peaceful life. 
Now this vision for peace is one that of course just about everyone in the world would want. Throughout history people have dreamt of a day when this sort of thing could happen, and we’ve had all sorts of ideas about how to make it happen. 
In fact some of you would know that this verse about beating swords into ploughshares and spears into pruning hooks is actually used as a motto of sorts for the ‘United Nations’. There’s a wall outside the UN headquarters called the Isaiah wall, with a monument of a guy beating a sword into a ploughshare just as this verse says. 
So this vision has certainly been captured by many people in many ways as we long for this peace God has in store for the future. 
But there’s an irony in how this verse is used by the United Nations. Because as 
good as their intentions might be, ultimately what that is about is a political solution: Peace brought about by human strength and ingenuity. 
Whereas the vision Isaiah is given is not a political one. It’s one where worship of the Lord brings peace; which means peace come from God’s action rather than what we do. It’s no accident that this comes in the book of Isaiah, because the context in the book of Isaiah is that there are political alliances being made all the over the place between Israel and Judah and the nations around them, in an effort to maintain peace and security. 
The Lord says no. Peace will be established by him, through worship, not politics. 
We know that Jesus came as the Prince of peace. We know that at his birth the angels announced the coming of peace. The final fulfillment of this age of peace still awaits us when Christ returns. 
But even now God has begun to establish this reign of peace in the sending of his Son who makes peace by the blood of his cross. This peace is the result of God’s action in the world rather than ours. But that’s not to say we aren’t involved or have no role. Because although the fulfillment of this promise still awaits us and God will ultimately bring it about, As the Lord gathers the nations into the church, he also says to us, 
 ‘Blessed are the peacemakers…’ 
He teaches us his ways of peace to live out among each other, and to take out into the world. That’s why our text ends not in the future promise but back in the present life of God’s people, 
 “O house of Jacob, come, let us walk in the light of the Lord!” 
This is Isaiah’s vision:
the raising of the Lord’s mountain and the streaming of the nations, 
the reason for their coming - for worship in the presence of the Lord, 
and the result of their coming - peace. 
God grant it to us for Jesus’ sake. Amen. 
