Notes on the Readings
AMOS 8:1-12: The harvest basket pictures a nation ripening through its own inner moral deterioration to the inevitability of judgment. The sins which Amos enumerates and denounces all have to do with excessive covetousness and greed. The fashionable economic rationale produced rampant cheating. Slick, sharp and thriving business practice was seen as a laudable virtue. The poor were contemptuously regarded as helpless and therefore 'easy pickings'. The punishments which God would inflict would come with sudden devastation to the whole nation's viability. When they had lost the joy of their material possessions the people would wish instinctively to turn back to spiritual refreshment. However, having ignored it so long they would look for it in the wrong places and would find no satisfaction. Truly a word for our own times!

GENESIS 18:1-10a: The account reverberates with an intense fervour on Abraham's part to please his guests. The three men are identified later in the chapter. One is the Lord (Jahweh) (v 13), and two are angels (ch 19 v 1). This event occurs soon after God's detailed revelation to Abraham of the coming miraculous birth of a son to him and Sarah (ch 17). His meticulous attention to detail as he turns from task to task in the preparations suggests Abraham's awareness of the true identity of his guests and a possible covenantal aspect to the meal. The uncustomary enquiry after Sarah and announcement about her coming motherhood powerfully suggest the importance and nearness of the birth. The Lord's promise to return after a year (most translations) not only pinpoints expressly the time, but also indicates it will not come to pass of itself but by the Lord's own agency.

COLOSSIANS 1:15-28: Salvation is at stake when the gospel is set aside for an altered belief system. Paul therefore in this section directs the Colossian Christians back to the only true understanding on which saving faith can rest. He refers firstly to Christ's pre-eminence in the created order and his active role in the initial creation itself. This is the Christ whose blood has expunged the guilt of sin. He reminds them that their blamelessness before God came solely through this gospel message they had heard. On account of this message Paul had suffered, just as Christ suffered, for the sake of the church. The mystery of salvation in its glory is made known plainly to all, including the Gentiles, though it was previously hidden. This message alone empowers and continues spiritual growth and maturity.

LUKE 10:38-42: This incident teaches how our Lord evaluated the divine word. While Martha was properly and usefully engaged in her preparations, she allowed them to distract her. Mary had chosen to be occupied with the 'share' or 'portion' of Jesus' presence, which was really the primary need, namely to give attention to the word of God. The importance of this saying is emphasised by the 'Martha, Martha!', and the fact that Luke refers to Jesus twice as 'the Lord' (vv 39 and 44). We are surely taught that what we gain from similar eager searching will certainly generate spiritual life which will never be taken away from us.

