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Jimi Hendrix once said: “Music 
is my religion”. Recently, Lilly 
Roennfeldt from Hermannsburg 
said a similar thing: “Music is 
my faith”. Both Lilly and Jimi 
know that music feeds the soul 
and blesses others. The Central 
Australian Aboriginal Ladies Choir 
(which includes two men) has just 
returned from a weeklong tour of 
Adelaide and the Barossa Valley. 
Their goal was to share their faith 
in song.

Singing and chanti ng of songs 
and stories has been done 
by Indigenous Australians for 
thousands of years. Since Pastor 
AH Kempe produced the fi rst 
Arrarnta hymnal in 1891 at 

Hermansburg, Christi an hymnody 
has been the primary means 
of sharing the gospel in Central 
Australia. Through singing and 
listening to these hymns, many 
indigenous people fi rst heard 
the Gospel and learnt about the 
Christi an faith. 

The choir sings original Arrarnta 
& Pitjantjatjara compositi ons, 
as well as translated hymns 
originally sung in English and 
German (some of these hymns 
have never been translated 
into English!). One of their 
conductors, Morris Stuart, has 
also taught them how to perform 
some African songs.

Many of the ladies live in diffi  cult, 
isolated circumstances and have 
limited opportuniti es. However, 
through music they can share 
their faith to all generati ons and 
cultures and can sing with the best 
in the world. They have publically 
performed with the Grammy Award 
winning Soweto Gospel Choir in 
2011, and have recently been invited 
to sing at the German Christi an 
Kirchentag at Stutt gart in 2015. 

Choirs are vital for preserving the 
one faith of the church and unifying 
the people from all cultures of 
central Australia. The sincerity and 
joy of the ladies singing indicates 
that the theology of many central 
Australian Lutherans comes enti rely 
from their hymns.

We would like to thank Dr.Tony 
& Lois Rathjen, FRM Hermannsburg Store, the 
LLL, Yirara College, Centrecorp Foundati on, 
Dr Team Wing Yip, choir conductors Heather 
Doecke, David Roennfeldt and Morris Stuart, MLA 
Alison Anderson, those wonderful people who 
generously cared for members of the choir in 
their homes, Bethlehem, Pasadena, Glynde and 
Langmeil congregati ons, Concordia & Immanuel 
College, Tanunda Lutheran School, and the many 
others who pray for us. 

Pastors Dave Kuss & Rob Borgas

Pictured from left : Judy Trigger, Elizabeth Wundke (host) and Rene Kulitja
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Meet Pastor 
Philip Wilyuka

Where is your congregation? Titjikala, 
approx 100km south of Alice Springs.

Tell us about your family.  I have a wife, 
Marcia and two sons.  One’s in his mid-30s 
and the other works at the Maryvale school.  
We have some pets.  I have about 5 dogs 
and a pig.

What is your favourite AFL team? 
Hawks always!

Do you have anything to do with your 
local football team? Yeah, I used to manage 
and coach the Titjikala Hawks, but now 
I’ve given it over to the young blokes.  I still 
manage and organize football carnivals.

Where were you born?  In Maryvale 
(Titjikala). I grew up there and still live there!

What languages do you speak?  
Yankunytjara, Pitjanytjara, Eastern and 
Western Arrarnta and English.

Tell me about your schooling?  I went to 
Maryvale School, then to Kormilda College 
(Darwin) in Year 7.  I fi nished Secondary 
school at Anzac High in Alice Springs.

When did you become a Pastor?  I started 
as an evangelist in the 1980s and was 
ordained in 2008.

What’s the best thing about being a 
Pastor?  My Dad was a Pastor and I’m 
following in his footsteps.

What’s the worst thing about being a 
Pastor?  It puts a lot of weight on me.  Many 
responsibilities.  People look at me, I think 
about temptation and other things happening.

What other work are you doing at the 
moment?  I’m supervisor for a Remote Jobs 
Community Project run by Catholic Care.

What are some jobs you’ve done in 
the past?  I was a teacher’s assistant at 
Maryvale School; worked for the Santa 
Teresa Progress Association in housing; and 
was a stockman for many years on Maryvale 
Station and other stations around the place.

What is your favourite bible verse?

Matthew 11:28 “Come unto me, all 
ye that labor and are heavy laden, 
and I will give you rest.” 

So the public gathering of God’s people in Christ’s 
presence around his word and his special gift s of 
bapti sm, absoluti on (forgiveness of sin) and holy 
communion, is all about God serving us. 

Lutheran worship has a disti ncti ve shape which 
speaks of the God who is with us at our human 
level serving us. God comes to us in a way that we 
can hear, see and taste. In his amazing grace, God 
initi ates worship. He gathers us, forgives us, speaks 
to us, listens to us and sends us out renewed. 

Lutheran worship in central Australia may not have 
stained glass windows, heated pews and marble 
altars. It may have dogs, dust, fl ies and improvised 
altars, but God is sti ll the centre of worship!

Lutherans believe that worship isn’t so much about 
what we do, but about what God does for us. 

We simply respond in prayer and praise to the God 
who comes down to our level. The focus in Lutheran 
worship is not on how we feel but on how God comes 
to us. 

We believe that worship is a treasure because it is as 
close as we get to heaven on earth, because God is 
there, forgiving, speaking, listening and feeding us - 

getti  ng us ready to worship him in the world: 
with the gift  of our lives.

“Worship is at the heart of the church’s life. 

It’s here that God serves his people through 

his holy word and sacraments, and empowers 

them to participate in mission to his world.”

In central Australia this theology conti nues to be 
taught and put into practi ce.

Many of the northern Lutheran communiti es, 
supported by Finke River Mission, worship in the 
open spaces of God’s creati on. There is sti ll a 
great respect for the importance of the altar even 
though it may take diff erent shapes and forms!!

The important thing about an altar is that it is 
the place where the Lord’s Supper is prepared 
and from where it distributed. It is also the place 
where prayers are off ered to God.

By Pastor Ray Morris

Pastor Philip Wilyuka and his wife Marcia Alice
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Altars in the Desert
Pastor Frank Turner at Camel Camp Tara Community Pastor Frank Turner at Rocket Range

Pastor Frank Turner at Arlparra
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Walking Tour
The Mission Block has played a significant 
role in the history of Central Australia.

The ‘Mission Block’ - Today and YesterdayThe ‘Mission Block’ - Today and Yesterday
Finke River Mission and Alice Springs Lutheran Church

Today • 2013
Finke River Mission (FRM) staff and
26 Aboriginal pastors support a wide 
ministry of over 7000 Aboriginal people 
in 5 languages and 40 congregations, 
spread over an area larger than 
Victoria.

Since the establishment of 
Hermannsburg in 1877 and the 
dedication of the Old Lutheran 
Church, Alice Springs in December 
1938, many changes have taken 
place at the Mission Block.
Today FRM, the Alice Springs 
Congregation, Living Waters Primary 
School Kwatja Etatha (1987), Yirara 
College (1993) and Lutheran 
Community Care (2009) work 
together to address the needs of the 
wider community.

Yesterday • 1918
Outback evangelist Erny Kramer 
commenced missionary and welfare 
work near Billy Goat Hill, Alice Springs, 
and surrounding cattle stations. 

1934
FRM continued this work when Kramer 
left in 1934. Pastor FW Albrecht of 
Hermannsburg Mission sent Evangelists 
Blind Moses Tjalkabota and Martin to 
Alice Springs to hold services and teach 
here on the Mission Block.

1938
The purchase of this leasehold land on 
Gap Road established an important 
base for the continuing work of FRM in 
Central Australia until the present day.

Design and Printing 2013

Supported by the Northern Territory 
Government through the Northern 
Territory History Grants Program.
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Sunday 9 August  2013: a glorious central 
Australian day with the sun shining, guest 
Pastor Steen Olsen (Mission Director 
SA/NT District) preaching, choirs from 
numerous FRM congregati on’s raising 
the roof, for the dedicati on of a large 
interpreti ve sign celebrati ng the mission 
work of our church.

The Mission Block is the name of the large 
area (6 acres) surrounding the FRM offi  ce 
and the Alice Springs Lutheran Church 
buildings, bounded by Gap Rd, Strehlow St 
& South Tce  – Alice Springs. 

Since the late 1930s the Mission Block 
has provided a locati on for the spiritual 
ministry of our church with services held 
initi ally by the Big Gum Tree and later in 
the Old Church, the Mission Block was, 
and sti ll is the locati on for the physical and 
spiritual support of thousands of central 
Australian Indigenous people served by 
FRM.

In the past the Mission Block included 
houses for Pastors, Evangelists and 
FRM workers; long term cott age 

accommodati on for children and the aged, 
temporary accommodati on for Indigenous 
visitors to town and FRM workers on their 
way to and from outlying communiti es. 
It was also a training centre comprising 
‘Aboriginal’ clubrooms & a recreati on 
hall; maintenance workshops, cash store 
and administrati on offi  ces – the Mission 
Block has always been a litt le community 
in itself, once containing a small oval 
on which many games were played and 
outdoor movies were screened!

The past and conti nuing ministry of all 
these aspects of the Mission Block was 
celebrated by the unveiling of a large 
interpreti ve sign, created by the Old 
Lutheran Church Living History Team 

comprising Olga Radke, Tony Collins and 
Chris & Karl Benz. The sign is a guide to 
a walking tour around the Mission Block, 
and displays the many and varied aspects 
of the Mission Block, the Alice Springs 
base for the work of the Lutheran Church 
in central Australia. 

As part of the special services members 
of the local congregati on connected 
with the Mission Block - Mona Cramer, 
Judy Eckermann, Derek & Stanley Swan, 
Stephanie Pietsch & Fay Day unveiled 
the sign, followed x by a dedicati on and 
thanksgiving prayers for God’s work on the 
Mission Block led by Pastors Rob Borgas & 
Ken Schultz. continued on page 6...

The traditi onal procession from the Big Gum Tree to the Old Church, part of the annual  
Thanksgiving service, includes a stop past the new sign for a blessing.

Alice Springs Mission Block
Walking Tour sign dedicated.



Pictured from left :Tony Collins, Gary Stoll, 
Derek Swan, Stanley Swan, Pastor Ken 
Schultz, Judy Eckermann (daughter of 

Mona Kramer) and Olga Radke.

Ingkaarta Davey Inkamala died on the 11th of September 2013 after 38 years as an 
ordained pastor of the Lutheran church. He was still leading weekly worship at his 
Kwala Kwala community homeland until the last few days before he died.

Davey was born at Tempe Downs in 1935. During the war years he moved around 
the Finke River and Jay Creek areas with his family having no real place to call home. 
When his mother died his father (Njikitjilpi) “gave” young Davey to Reinhold Ingkamala 
from Hermannsburg. Davey lived with his new adopted family and went to school at 
Hermannsburg. During this time he was baptised by pastor F W Albrecht.

Davey lived an adventurous life as a stockman working on many of the local cattle 
stations.  He was quite competent and soon became a ‘leading hand’ on several 
cattle drives from central Australia to Queensland. During this time he met and 
married his wife Trudy from Jay Creek.

Ingkaarta Davey Inkamala
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God spoke to Davey many times and he found comfort in those words. When combined with the encouragement, training and 
support of pastor P G E Albrecht, he was ordained in 1975 at Alice Springs. Most of his work as a pastor was in the Sandover area 
at places like: Alcoota, Utopia, Ammaroo, Mt Skinner and Wait River.

His funeral was conducted in the Alice Springs Lutheran Church by Pastors Philip Wilyuka, Peter Pfi tzner, and David Kuss. Pastors 
Rob Borgas, Basil Schild, and evangelist Rodney Malbunka also assisted in the service. He was later buried at his Kwala Kwala 
homeland. Acknowledgments of his humble life of service came from all over Australia and New Zealand. Ken Langford-Smith, 
principal of Yeperenye Primary School, acknowledged Davey’s founding role and service to the school. 

Ingkaarta Davey is survived by his loving wife Trudy, his children Rhonda, Jennifer, Brenda, and Stephen, and his many grand and 
great grandchildren. He was a leading role model for all Aboriginal pastors and his ministry will be sadly missed. The Finke River 
Mission and the Lutheran Church of Australia acknowledge the tireless and faithful service of Ingkaarta Davey Inkamala.

Pastor David Kuss

Support Pastor Arrarnta Areas

The Alyawarr region lies approximately 300 kms 
north east of Alice Springs on the Sandover Highway. 
Through the recent work of Pastor Ray Morris, 
there has been resurgence in the local Lutheran 
communities, providing the perfect opportunity for a 
mission team of Tatachilla Lutheran College students 
to combine community interaction with physical 
assistance.

The team consisted of 3 adults (Colin Minke - 
Principal , Sarah Lush - Youth Worker and Haydn 
Lush - Associate Pastor) and nine intrepid students 
from years 10-12. A decision was taken to drive 
to Alice Springs and then out to the communities, 
enabling a strong bond to be developed between 
students, assisting their assimilation into a vastly 
different culture. Given the challenging nature of the 
roads, 3 FRM owned 4wd vehicles were used to 
transport the team, mission materials and equipment 
to Ampilatwatja. Extensive planning by Pastor Ray 
ensured there was adequate materials and equipment 
to complete all the maintenance and refurbishments 
at 6 separate sites. 

The students were initially shocked by the conditions 
in some of the communities, but it was wonderful 
to watch their growth and empathy develop over 
the course of the week. The acceptance and 
generous spirit of the local people enabled signifi cant 
connections to be made with students, creating a 
profound experience that stayed with them on their 
return. 

The partnership now established with FRM has 
enabled a deeper understanding of these remote 
Indigenous communities, and also the important work 
that FRM performs supporting their congregations.

I would like to thank FRM and in particular Pastor Ray 
Morris, who was both instrumental and inspirational 
in the success of the mission. It is hoped that this 
becomes an annual service learning opportunity 
where the love of Christ can be demonstrated 
in tangible ways to students and our Indigenous 
brothers and sisters.

Colin Minke
Principal
Tatachilla Lutheran College As a 17 year old Mona Cramer (nee 

Kennedy) came up to Hermannsburg in 
February 1947 from Light Pass SA where 
she supervised Correspondence School 
lessons for the staff  children amongst 
many other duti es. Mona taught Sunday 
School and played the organ on the 
Mission Block for over 20 years.

Derek Swan with his twin brother Garry 
came into Alice Springs from Henbury 
Stati on to live in the Children’s Cott ages 
for 3 years where he att ended Hartley 

St & Traegar Park schools. He remembers 
Mary Bertelsmeier, Enid Stengert and 
Margaret Tischler as Cott age Parents. Both 
Stephanie Pietsch & Fay Day (nee Niejalke) 
were Cott age Parents in the late 70s / early 
80s, with many children sti ll remembering 
them as Miss Stephanie & Miss Fay. 

For over two decades the Children’s 
Cott ages provided in town accommodati on 
support for in excess of 100 Indigenous 
children as they conti nued their schooling 
in Alice Springs.

Today, the church conti nues its physical and 
spiritual support of thousands of Indigenous 
people in central Australia through FRM, the 
Alice Springs congregati on, and Lutheran 
Community Care. 

The interpreti ve sign has been 
permanently placed on the exterior 
entrance wall of the FRM offi  ce and is a 
great tribute to God’s work – past and 
present.
Old Lutheran Church Living History Team: Olga 
Radke, Tony Collins and Chris & Karl Benz.

Alice Springs Mission Block
Walking Tour conti nued...

“For over two decades the FRM 
Children’s Cottages housed more 
than 100 Indigenous children as 
they continued their schooling in 
Alice Springs. Today, the church 
continues to support thousands 
of Indigenous people in central 
Australia through FRM, the Alice 
Springs congregation, and Lutheran 
Community Care. “

Some of the fantastic service provided by staff and students from 
Tatachilla Lutheran College and community members over 7 days 
in the Alyawarr area included: Reopening/reclaiming of the Lutheran 
Church at Ampilatwatja, erecting signs and crosses at Irrultja, 
Atnwengerrpe, Atheley, Rocket Range and Arlparra. 

Volunteers and PartnershipIn Memorium

‘Rocket Range’

Atnwengerrpe

Arlparra

Atheley



	  

Tax deductable donations of $2 or above 
can be made as follows:

� Online: www.lca.org.au/fi nke-river-mission

� Mail Cheque   � Credit Card details
Card Number_________________________________________________________  Expiry _____ /  _____
Name  __________________________________________________________________________________
Address ________________________________________________________________________________
________________________________________________________________________________________
Phone____________________________________  Mobile _______________________________________
Signed__________________________________________________________________________________

Send your donations to: FRM, 197 Archer Street, North Adelaide SA 5006
Phone FRM at 08-8267-7300 (Adelaide) or 08-8952-4666 (Alice Springs)

All information is kept strictly confi dential in accordance with the LCA Privacy Policy and is used only to inform you of the work of Finke River Mission.

Christ in the Centre Team:

Kriss Borgas       
krissborgas@gmail.com

Rob Borgas                              
rob.borgas@bigpond.com

in June 2014 all 
tracks lead to 
Alice Springs!
an invitation to

•all current and former FRM 
staff, families & friends

•all people and families who 
have lived or worked at the 
Alice Springs Mission Block 
(FRM) & Children’s Cottages

 join us for the 2014 FRM, 
Mission Block & Children’s 
Cottages Reunion 
celebrating over 75 years 
of God’s work on the 
Mission Block and 50 years 
since the opening of the 
Children’s Cottages

-RSVP interest by 
contacting Rhonda 
Inkamala, Basil Zadow, 
Marg Lawrence or Old 
Church History Team (Olga 
Radke, Tony Collins, Chris 
& Karl Benz) via email  
alicesprings.nt@lca.org.au 

coming coming 
up!up!
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We need 
your 
help

You really can make a difference

They are asking for more Christian teaching and training, resources in their own language, equipment to run 
singalongs, and personal support than we have the capacity to give. We need your help!

Our Indigenous leaders in central Australia desire the skills, resources, 
support and opportunities to serve their growing congregations.

via spectacular Gosse’s Bluff  and beauti ful Areyonga.

Throughout their ti me with us they were unselfi sh, 
uncomplaining, cheerful, willing to improvise,  nearly 
always doing more than we asked. As such they were 
a clear gospel witness to the Papunya community. 
Moreover their workmanship was of a very high 
standard. And they did it all despite mud, cold, limited 
space and a very diff erent environment to what they 
had been used to. And yet the best part of their visit 
were the new friendships that were formed – not just 
for us, but also for the Aboriginal people, and even 
for some of the 
community white 
people. 

Overall, the quality 
of their assistance 
bore all the marks of 
divine interventi on. 
Through them we 
knew it to be the Lord 
who was helping us 
and encouraging us (1 
Samuel 7:12).

Paul Traeger

This is a story about how 19 people came from Ebenezer 
(meaning “stone of help”) in the Barossa to the Aboriginal 
community of Papunya in Central Australia in July 2013.

On Monday they arrived in Papunya. They left  on 
Friday morning. We (Paul and Mei-Li Traeger - the 
local FRM support worker and his wife) had never 
met them before.

During that week they built a whole new kitchen, did 
a huge amount of interior painti ng, eff ecti vely gave us 
a new garden, and did a great many other important 
and useful things around the house and yard. The 
manse area has not seen so rapid a transformati on in 
its enti re 50-odd year history!  

On the Monday they happily made camp in our 
large yard, just as the rain was setti  ng in. It was 
excepti onally heavy, about 55mm fell in around 24 
hours. Aft er a quick lunch, they got straight to work, 
only slowing briefl y to nervously watch the rain 
increase. That night their sleep was disturbed by dogs 
fi ghti ng over garbage.

On Tuesday they mainly worked indoors while waiti ng 
for the rain to ease. They also fi xed the perimeter 
fence to keep the local dogs at bay.

On Wednesday everyone conti nued working, 
including their children. They met some Aboriginal 
people, toured Papunya, and visited the art gallery. 
During the day somebody calmly dispatched a 
hibernati ng young king brown snake!

On Thursday there was yet more work, conti nuing 
their daily patt ern, i.e. getti  ng up before sunrise, then 

working ti ll sundown – or even 
longer. Later that night there 

were farewell speeches, 
thanks, reminiscences, 

and so on.

Finally, on Friday, they 
journeyed on slippery 
roads to King’s Canyon 

From Ebenezer to Papunya and back again


