Sixteenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 21), Year C Service of the Word
Opening Responses

God, the blessed and only Ruler, the King of kings and Lord of lords,
who alone is immortal and who lives in unapproachable light,
whom no one has seen or can see:
to him be honour and might forever. (1 Tim 6:15,16 NIV alt).
In the name of the Father, and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit,

Amen.
LHS 206 Stand up stand up Jesus OR The Goodness of Jesus
Confession and Absolution

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed 
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

Apostles’ Creed

As God’s people through our baptism into Christ, let us confess our faith.

I believe in God, the Father almighty, 
maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son,  our Lord, 
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 
born of the Virgin Mary, 
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 
was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell. 
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 
and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 
from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 
the holy catholic* church, 
the communion of saints, 
the forgiveness of sins, 
the resurrection of the body, 
and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

Psalm 146

Praise the Lord.
Praise the Lord, my soul.

I will praise the Lord all my life;
    I will sing praise to my God as long as I live.
Do not put your trust in princes,
    in human beings, who cannot save.
When their spirit departs, they return to the ground;
    on that very day their plans come to nothing.
Blessed are those whose help is the God of Jacob,
    whose hope is in the Lord their God.
Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.  
He is the Maker of heaven and earth,
    the sea, and everything in them—
    he remains faithful forever.
He upholds the cause of the oppressed
    and gives food to the hungry.
The Lord sets prisoners free,
    the Lord gives sight to the blind,
the Lord lifts up those who are bowed down,
    the Lord loves the righteous.
The Lord watches over the foreigner
    and sustains the fatherless and the widow,
    but he frustrates the ways of the wicked.
Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.  
The Lord reigns forever,
    your God, O Zion, for all generations.

Praise the Lord.

Do not put your trust in princes, in mortals, in whom there is no help.  
Prayer of the Day (Collect)
Let us pray that we help other people. [silence]

God, the giver of all good gifts,

teach us to be understanding and compassionate

to all people, whatever their needs,

and to share with them

the good things you have provided.

We ask this through your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.


Readings 
The First Reading: Amos 6:1a,4-7 Woe to the complacent
The Second Reading:  1 Timothy 6:6-19 Pastoral advice to Timothy

The Gospel:  Luke 16:19-31 Parable of the rich man and Lazarus

A period of silence may follow

Children's Address
We sing LHS 310 Out of the depths I cry to Thee (use tune LHS 404 Aus Tiefer Not) OR Christ Is Mine Forevermore 
Sermon
Offering
During our offering, we sing - LHS 101 Jesus lives! thy terrors now OR My Worth Is Not In What I Own (At The Cross)
Offering Prayer

Merciful God,

you have given us so many good things.

Make us generous and willing to share with others,

and use us and our possessions

for your purposes.

Amen.

Prayer of the Church
Our Lord provides all we need for both body and soul, so let's bring our needs and the needs of all people to him in prayer.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for your generosity in the wonders of your creation, giving us life and supplying all we truly need day by day.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with many gifts to give thanks every day and to avoid faithless hoarding and worry about the future.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Thank you, dear Father, for the gifts of salvation through Jesus Christ.  Thank you for his faithfulness to you, and for telling us of him in the scriptures.  Help us to study and know the scriptures well, and to entrust our whole lives to what you tell us in them.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with the riches of your grace to tell of your forgiveness and redemption.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

Lord, open our eyes to see poverty and human need, and then to respond as you would have us.  Move us and all people to be rich in good works, in response to what we have received from you.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with material riches to share them generously.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Remove injustices perpetrated by the rich and powerful on the poor and weak.  Bring relief to refugees displaced from their homes.  Thank you for the financial support given to those in need through government and taxation here in Australia, and move all in authority to ensure the best and fairest possible assistance.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with supportive community to reach out in love and friendship.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Give rest and refreshment to children and teachers now on holidays, and keep all travellers safe and secure.  Bless the pastoral ministry students completing their studies at Australian Lutheran College.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with learning and education to lead by good example.

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Watch over the sick, the elderly, and those who are struggling in their personal lives.  Touch the hearts of all who have been blessed with health and happiness to share the burdens of those who suffer.  And support those known to us personally in need and whom we now name in our hearts… (brief silence)

Lord in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
King of kings and Lord of lords, you dwell in unapproachable light, but you have graciously given us access to your love and mercy through your Son Jesus Christ. Hear the prayers we offer in his name, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
Lord’s Prayer
Finally, let us pray for all those things which our Lord would have us ask, saying:

Our Father in heaven, 

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done, 

   on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation,

but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever. Amen.

We sing – LHS 357 O God thou faithful God (verses 1, 2, 3, 6 OR all verses modernised lyrics) OR What Joy (Psalm 146)
Blessing
Go in peace, and be rich in good works.

Thanks be to God.  
The blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
