Sunday 17 November, 2016 - Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 28), Year C
Service without communion

PREPARATION 

IN THE NAME 

The sun of righteousness shall rise, 
with healing in its wings.  (Mal 4:2a NRSV)

In the name of the Father and of the Son † and of the Holy Spirit. 

Amen. 

HYMN LHS 464 Songs of praise the angels sang OR This is the Day (CityAlight)
CONFESSION AND DECLARATION OF GRACE

Friends in Christ: Let us draw near to God our Father with a true heart to confess our sins, and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us. 


Our help is in the name of the Lord. 

He made heaven and earth. 
I said, I will confess my sins to the Lord. 

Then he forgave the guilt of my sin.


Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we confess to you that by nature 

we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by 

thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite 

mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ. 

Most merciful God,

you have given your only Son to die for us.

Have mercy on us,

and for his sake

grant us forgiveness of all our sins.

By your Holy Spirit

increase our knowledge of you and your will,

and make us obedient to your word,

so that by your grace

we may come to eternal life;

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all. 

Amen. 

HYMN LHS 528 Christ whose glory fills the skies OR I Will Trust You In The Darkness (Emu Music)
PSALM 98
Sing to the LORD a new song,

    for he has done marvellous things;

his right hand and his holy arm

    have worked salvation for him.

The LORD has made his salvation known

    and revealed his righteousness to the nations.

He has remembered his love

    and his faithfulness to Israel;

all the ends of the earth have seen

    the salvation of our God.

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  
Shout for joy to the LORD, all the earth,

    burst into jubilant song with music;

make music to the LORD with the harp,

    with the harp and the sound of singing,

with trumpets and the blast of the ram’s horn—

    shout for joy before the LORD, the King.

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  
Let the sea resound, and everything in it,

    the world, and all who live in it.

Let the rivers clap their hands,

    let the mountains sing together for joy;

let them sing before the LORD,

    for he comes to judge the earth.

He will judge the world in righteousness

    and the peoples with equity.

All the ends of the earth have seen the victory of our God.  
After the psalm:
Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forevermore. Amen.

LORD, HAVE MERCY
Lord, have mercy.
Lord, have mercy. 
Christ, have mercy.
Christ, have mercy. 
Lord, have mercy. 

Lord, have mercy. 

GLORY TO GOD IN THE HIGHEST 

Glory to God in the highest, 

I-II and on earth peace, among those with whom he is pleased. 

[Amen.] 

I We praise you, we bless you, 

II we worship you, we glorify you, 

I-II we give thanks to you for your great glory, 

I O Lord God, heavênly king, 


II God, the Father almighty. 

I-II O Lord, the only begotten Son, Jesus Christ, 

I O Lord God, Lamb of God, 

II Son of the Father, 

I you take away the sin of the world; have mercy on us. 

II You take away the sin of the world; receive our prayer. 

I-II You are seated at the right hand of God the Father; 

have mercy on us. 

I For you alone are holy, 

II you alone are Lord, 

I you alone, O Christ, with the Holy Spirit, 

II are most high in the glory of God the Father. 

I-II Amen. 

WORD 
GREETING 
The Lord be with you. 

And also with you. 

PRAYER OF THE DAY (COLLECT) 

Let us pray to be ready for Christ's return. [silence]
Help us, Lord Jesus Christ,
to wait for you,
to wish for you,
and to watch for you,
so that when you come again
you will find us ready.
For you live and reign
with the Father and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
FIRST READING 

The first reading for the Twenty-third Sunday after Pentecost is written in chapter 4 of Malachi, beginning at verse 1. 

After the reading: 
This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

SECOND READING 
The second reading is written in chapter 3 of 2 Thessalonians, beginning at verse 6. 

After the reading: 

This is the word of the Lord. 

Thanks be to God. 

RESPONSE 

Alleluia, alleluia.
Jesus said: Now when these things begin to take place,
stand up and raise your heads, because your redemption is drawing near.
Alleluia.
GOSPEL 
The holy gospel is written in chapter 21 of the Gospel according to St Luke, beginning at verse 5. 

Glory be to you, O Lord. 

The minister or leader reads the gospel. 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ. 
Lord Jesus, thank you for promising to be with us

when we face times of trial.

Help us not to be afraid, but to stand firm.

Amen.

CREED 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal' 

HYMN LHS 342 Watch my soul and pray OR It Is Well with My Soul (Emu Music)
SERMON 
After the sermon: 
The peace of God, which passes all understanding, keep our hearts and minds safe in Christ Jesus. 

Amen. 

OFFERING (a hymn may be sung - LHS 340 Be thou faithful unto death)

OFFERTORY PRAYER
Great and merciful God,
help us not to get tired of doing what is right,
but to give of ourselves in serving you
and helping others.
Amen.

PRAYERS 
PRAYER OF THE CHURCH 
Jesus reminds us that for as long as this world continues, there will be all kinds of disaster and trouble. In his name then, let us pray to our Father in heaven for all the people of the world.

Dear heavenly Father, thank you for promising to make all things new, our work included.  Give us patience and perseverance as we wait for Jesus to come in glory, and keep us firm in faith and diligent in the work you've given us to do here while we wait.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer

We pray for the church, that it may not be led astray by people falsely presenting themselves in your name.  Keep your church free from the corruptions of power and privilege, and give it understanding and courage as nations go to war and the natural world groans with the weight of human sin.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Thank you dear Father for the blessings you shower on us through the work of others - voluntary and paid.  And thank you for our own roles in life.  Please give worthwhile work to all who are capable of it, bless workers with satisfaction and success in what they do, and remove all sin from the workplace. 

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Guide all young people as they prepare to make their own contribution to the world, and watch over those in this congregation who are beginning new careers.  Make the schools of our church places where staff and students work together in your name and for your glory.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Have mercy dear Father on this poor world, especially as it stands in ignorance of you and of our Saviour Jesus Christ.  So send out your gospel to all the world and to those in our neighbourhood too.  Equip us with loving hearts and hands to help where we can, and make us effective witnesses for you.  

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Heal the sick, dear Father, and comfort the dying with faith in Jesus. And meet the needs of all those we know to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence).

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer

Lord God, you care for us so much that you have promised that not a hair on our heads will perish as we face the trials and tribulations of this world. Give us true faith in you, and trust that you will hear and answer our prayers. We ask this in the name of your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

LORD’S PRAYER 

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 

CONCLUSION 
HYMN LHS 844 Send out by God’s blessing OR 10000 reasons (Redman)

BLESSING 
Go in peace and stand firm in the Lord
Thanks be to God. 

