Notes on the Readings, the Tenth Sunday after Pentecost (Proper 13A)
Genesis 32:22-31: Jacob at this time was returning to his homeland, afraid of the vengeance his brother Esau might exact on account of Jacob's tricking him out of the birthright so many years ago. The outward course of the physical wrestling match during the night expresses the inner spiritual encounter going on at the same time between Jacob and God. Despite Jacob's bad conscience, the man acceded to his demand for blessing, but left him with a permanent limp as a reminder of his obligations to the Lord because of that blessing. At the conclusion of the episode it becomes clear that Jacob persisted in his struggle with none less than the Lord. The 'man' departed before daylight lest Jacob see the face of the Lord and perish. Yet Jacob (now called Israel, meaning 'he strives with God') was certain he had seen God face to face in that gracious encounter.

Isaiah 55:1-5: God invites the hungry and the thirsty to come to him for spiritual food and drink. This truly satisfying nourishment comes from God's free loving grace, without cost to us.

Romans 9:1-5: Knowing personally the wonderful relationship with God given him freely through the Bread of life, Paul expresses his utter anguish that his fellow Jews have rejected Christ. Even though they had callously rejected God's plan of salvation in the covenant, he would gladly give up his own place in heaven if it were possible to save them from eternal separation from God by doing that. Christians really care about the eternal future of others.

Matthew 14:13-21: When the covenant God of Israel fed the people with manna for the period of their journey to the promised land, he demonstrated himself not only to be the almighty God above all gods but also to be a caring God. Jesus here similarly demonstrates his power of Godhead in the miracle of feeding the 5000. This gospel selection also shows his compassionate care for those who come to him with earthly and spiritual needs.

