Prayer of the Church – Pentecost 13C (Proper 15)

Let us pray with one voice for all the people of God in Christ Jesus, and for all people who cannot or will not pray for themselves.

Gracious and loving Father, thank you for giving Jesus to bear the fire of judgment that should have fallen on us and all people.  Thank you that he has won peace for the whole world by his death on the cross.  And thank you for bringing us to baptism and faith so that we enjoy the blessings of life and salvation in Jesus' name.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Thank you for those families who are united in the faith - support and sustain them by your word, keep them growing in faith and knowledge, and protect them from unbelief.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Give strength to those who suffer division over Christ at home, in the workplace, at school, or among friends.  Ease their pain, give them the ability to love even when they face opposition and antagonism, and bring their loved-ones and companions to faith and repentance.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Give the whole church wisdom in reading the signs of the times, and skill in making your truth and love known in the world today.  Make our own endeavours at outreach and witness bear fruit Lord, in your name.  
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for peace in the world wherever there is division and violence.  Bring an end to hatred and hostility, and bring people to live together as children of your one human family.  Bring loyalty and harmony to all married couples, to parents and children, and strengthen all family relationships.
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Have mercy Lord on those who are persecuted for their faith.  Stop all religious violence, imprisonment and torture.  And give all Christian people perseverance and persistence when pressed to compromise their loyalty to Christ.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Supply all that we need for our daily life, dear Father.  Thank you for the rain and sunshine you give to us in good measure, and please prosper the work of our farmers.  Give healing to those who are not well at this time.  Support and strengthen those we know with special needs and whom we now name silently in our hearts… (brief silence) 

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Father in heaven, you have surrounded us with a great cloud of witnesses in the saints who have gone before us. Help us to follow their example of faith, always praying to you for all our needs, because you have promised to hear us in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
