LH 6
Ye sons of men, in earnest


Tune: Von Gott will ich

1
Be ready, now, all people,


prepare your hearts within;


the wondrous Conqueror's coming,


whose power can save from sin,


whom God in grace alone


has promised long to send us,


to lighten and befriend us,


and make his mercy known.

2
O set your ways in order


when such a guest is near;


make plain the paths before him


that lie deserted here;


forsake all that he hates,


exalt the lowly valleys,


bring down all pride and malice,


and make the crooked straight.

3
The heart that humbly serves him


the Lord lifts up on high;


the heart that's proud and haughty


beneath his feet will lie.


The heart, sincere and right,


that heeds God's invitation


and makes true preparation


is always God's delight.

4
Prepare my heart, Lord Jesus,


turn not from me aside,


and grant that I receive you


this blessed Advent-tide.


From stall and manger low


O come to dwell within me;


and with loud praises singing


your glory I will show.
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