Notes on the Readings, 19th Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 22)
Genesis 2:18-24: It is good for us, surrounded as we are by modern world-views, to have this reminder that the human creation is especially formed by God. The creation of woman from 'one of man's ribs (often rendered 'his side') and God's dictum 'It is not good that man should be alone' emphasise many things. Among them that if God is Trinity, and if humankind are in the image of God, they accordingly need social complementary fulfilment. Woman taken from man's side suggests equality even though she is different, a counterpart, a companion of the same order, like him. That they became one flesh points up the indissolubility of God's life-long arrangement for male and female. 

Hebrews 1:1-4; 2:5-12: Angels were very important beings in the Old Testament dispensation. Through them and through prophets God mediated his covenant with Israel. This letter begins at this point to Hebrew readers. It explains that in the New Covenant God has worked through his Son. Though he, together with the Father, created all things, he was yet born a human being. Now, having achieved God's purpose for the forgiveness of the human race, he is raised to full expression of divine power. His effective substitutionary suffering and death have shown him to be infinitely higher than the angels. His inclusion of human beings in the benefits of his work has also in this way made them higher than the angels.

Mark 10:2-16: Divorce was a matter of contention between Jewish religious parties. This question was maliciously meant to entrap Jesus and discredit him. Moses' assent to a certificate of divorce was not because God permitted it, but to place some restraint on a bad situation by at least providing the woman deserted this way some safeguard in her unenviable position. However, Jesus emphatically insisted that the way God intended marriage to be and still willed it to be must be observed. Being 'of one flesh' (compare today's first reading) means a union no more to be broken than that of father and son or mother and daughter.  The children whom the disciples dismissed as not important in their materialistic idea of the kingdom were precious to Jesus.  All people can only receive God's kingdom as a gift, in no way through their own doing. Here the child has the exemplary advantage in trusting willingness to receive what is given.
