Prayer of the Church- Easter 2, Year A

Blessed be the God and Father of our Lord Jesus Christ! By his great mercy he has given us a new birth into a living hope through the resurrection of Jesus Christ from the dead. Therefore let us come to him in the name of Jesus, to pray for all we need.
Heavenly Father, thank you for the presence of your risen Son among us.  As he ministers to us through his precious word, convert hearts and minds to faith. Strengthen us in our Christian faith and life by the holy body and blood of Jesus.
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Move all pastors to exercise the ministry of forgiveness with compassion and mercy, and lead those who receive your grace to strive daily to lead a holy life.  Make us all eager to comfort one another with the good news of the gospel.
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
We pray for people in mental anguish and racked by doubt in themselves or in you.  And we pray for those who find no purpose in life.  Give them peace, hope and confidence through the resurrection of Jesus.
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Have mercy on those who live in areas where there is political or civil unrest.  Bring peace where there is war, and healing where there is hatred.  And move us to help as we are able.
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
Watch over those who are unwell in mind, body and spirit: especially (insert names here), and comfort those who mourn (insert names here). Provide for all in need, including those known to us personally and whom we now name in our hearts…
Lord, in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
God of life, show us the risen Lord through your life-giving Spirit, so that we may be filled with faith to do the work you have given us to do. We ask this in the name of your Son Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.  Amen.
