some guidelines for writing an obituary

Ideal length: 1-1 ½ typed pages (about 5-10 minutes reading time)

Consider the following points when writing the obituary:
1. Biography (a summary of their life)

· When and where were they born?
· Who were their parents? What did they do?

· What was life like for them, when they were growing up?
· When were they baptised, confirmed or married (where applicable)

· What profession/job(s) did they have

· Were there any significant moves or changes in their life

2. Family

· Who was their husband/wife? When and were did they marry?
· Where did they first live? What changes did they make together?

· How many children did they have?
· How will they be remembered as a spouse/parent, etc.?
3. Personality

· What were they like as a person? What made them tick?

· What hobbies and pastimes did they have? 

· What did they love doing the most? (For example, what are they doing when you picture them now? What is in their hand?)
4. Community involvement (what contribution did they make to the wider community)
· Community activities/events

· Sporting clubs

· Other involvement in the community

· How will they be remembered by people in the wider community?
5. Faith

· Church involvement

· What importance did their faith have in their life? 

· How did God give them strength to face challenges along the way? 
· How did God help them through the last months/years of their life?

6. How did their story end?

· What are your last memories of your loved one?

· What significant events led up to their death?

· When did they die? Be sure to mention if they were with family or friends, at peace, quietly sleeping, etc. 
· What were your parting words?

· Give respect to their family and friends by mentioning loved ones who have been left behind, and other people who will be grieving them. 
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