Easter 7A Sunday Morning Worship
We gather

This is eternal life, that they may know you, the only true God, Alleluia,
and Jesus Christ whom you have sent. Alleluia!  (John 17:3 NRSV)
We begin in God’s name

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.

We sing LH 115 Rejoice, the Lord is King! OR Rejoice, the Lord is King - Emu Music
We lay down our sins and burdens before God

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word, and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.
-Silent confession-
May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We pray Psalm 68:1-10, 32-35
May God arise, may his enemies be scattered;
    may his foes flee before him.
May you blow them away like smoke—
    as wax melts before the fire,
    may the wicked perish before God.
But may the righteous be glad
    and rejoice before God;
    may they be happy and joyful.
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds. 



(Ps 68:4ab NRSV)
Sing to God, sing in praise of his name,
    extol him who rides on the clouds;
    rejoice before him—his name is the Lord.
A father to the fatherless, a defender of widows,
    is God in his holy dwelling.
God sets the lonely in families,
    he leads out the prisoners with singing;
    but the rebellious live in a sun-scorched land.
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds
When you, God, went out before your people,
    when you marched through the wilderness,
the earth shook, the heavens poured down rain,
    before God, the One of Sinai,
    before God, the God of Israel.
You gave abundant showers, O God;
    you refreshed your weary inheritance.
Your people settled in it,
    and from your bounty, God, you provided for the poor.
Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds
Sing to God, you kingdoms of the earth,
    sing praise to the Lord,
to him who rides across the highest heavens, the ancient heavens,
    who thunders with mighty voice.
Proclaim the power of God,
    whose majesty is over Israel,
    whose power is in the heavens.
You, God, are awesome in your sanctuary;
    the God of Israel gives power and strength to his people.
Praise be to God!

Sing to God, sing praises to his name; 
lift up a song to him who rides upon the clouds
We sing a song of praise LH 109 Draw us to Thee OR Chorus of the Saved - Emu Music
We pray the prayer of the day
The Lord be with you

And also with you

Let us pray 
Holy Father,
your Son prayed for his disciples
that they would be one,
as you and he are one.
Keep your whole church harmoniously together
in faith and love,
united by the one Spirit.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.

God speaks to us

First Reading: Acts 1:6-14 
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading: 1 Peter 4:12-14; 5:6-11 
This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Gospel: John 17:1-11 
This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Lord Jesus, thank you for making the Father known to us.
May we and all believers be one,
as you and the Father are one.
Amen.
We confess our faith- The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We dwell in the word
[Sermon]
We sing an offering song LH 147 O Morning star OR We Are One - Emu Music
We thank God for his gifts
God of comfort,
your Son prayed for his followers in the world,
that they might be one.
Use us and what you have given us
to serve you and one another.
Amen.
We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world
God our Father: we thank you today for taking Jesus our crucified and risen Lord to yourself at his ascension. That he is now in charge as head of the church and King of the universe gives us courage and hope. And that he is at your right hand interceding for us gives us comfort. Help us to live and be about your mission with confidence in the one who is now Lord over everything.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.
We pray for the unity of your church. Father, you have made us one in Christ, one in our baptism, one in our hope. There is only one church, your church. Forgive us where we have divided it, and where we have compromised its witness by disunity and disharmony.  Bless the dialogues between churches that seek to understand one another and come together on the basis of your word. Bless the joint activities of the churches that give a common witness to Christ. Help us to enjoy and express the unity we have in Jesus and help us to overcome whatever separates us. With Jesus we pray for the protection of all your people from evil attack and we pray that through your church many more people may come to know you through Christ. 

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for all the children and families in the care of the schools of our church, asking that you would help us educate them not just for this life but prepare them for the life to come as we share the Gospel with them. We pray also for the staffing of our schools with teachers committed to Christ and his church. Give our staff your Holy Spirit’s power. Give them courage, faith and commitment to serve and love the children you place before them each day. We also pray that our schools may be accessible to all who would send their children to a place where your voice is heard in daily life.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We pray for all people who bring your word to others: those involved in Bible translation, in teaching people to read and in Christian publishing and media. We thank you for their talents and willingness to serve you. Bless their work and encourage them, especially if they struggle for financial security.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

We bring to you in our arms of faith the sick and all who need strength and any kind of healing. We especially remember (insert names here) and others we name in our hearts. Thankyou for our health and help us to use it while we have it to your glory.

Lord in your mercy: Hear our prayer.

Lord our God, you have brought the good news of Jesus Christ to us through your Spirit-filled messengers. Move us, by your Spirit, to bring the good news to those with whom we live. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us

Go in peace. Cast all your anxiety on God, because he cares for you.
Thanks be to God.
And the Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favour and give us peace.
Amen.
We sing the closing song LH 426 What a friend we have in Jesus OR What A Friend - Emu Music
