Sunday Word & Prayer – 
Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, Year C (Proper 17)

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

Through Jesus let us continually offer to God a sacrifice of praise -

the fruit of lips that confess his name.  (Heb 13:15 NIV)
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing Hymn 367 O bring to the Lord your tribute of praise OR Praise to the Lord - Emu Music
We pray Psalm 112
Praise the Lord.
Happy are those who fear the Lord, 

Blessed are those who fear the Lord,
    who find great delight in his commands.

Their children will be mighty in the land;
    the generation of the upright will be blessed.
Wealth and riches are in their houses,
    and their righteousness endures forever.
Even in darkness light dawns for the upright,
    for those who are gracious and compassionate and righteous.
Good will come to those who are generous and lend freely,
    who conduct their affairs with justice.
Happy are those who fear the Lord, 

who greatly delight in his commandments.  
Surely the righteous will never be shaken;
    they will be remembered forever.
They will have no fear of bad news;
    their hearts are steadfast, trusting in the Lord.
Their hearts are secure, they will have no fear;
    in the end they will look in triumph on their foes.
They have freely scattered their gifts to the poor,
    their righteousness endures forever;
    their horn will be lifted high in honour.
Happy are those who fear the Lord, 

who greatly delight in his commandments.  
The wicked will see and be vexed,
    they will gnash their teeth and waste away;
    the longings of the wicked will come to nothing.

Happy are those who fear the Lord, 

who greatly delight in his commandments.  
We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray.

Jesus, our self-giving Saviour,

teach us to be like you.

Make us humble

and ready to put the needs of others

before our own.

For you live and reign

with the Father and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.

GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Proverbs 25:6,7 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Hebrews 13:1-8,15,16 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





         Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Luke 14:1,7-14 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord





          Praise be to you, O Christ 
Lord, may your word live in us






 and bear much fruit to your glory.
We sing Hymn 377 Take my life and let it be OR Take my life, and let it be - Chris Tomlin
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing  LHS 467 For the beauty of the earth OR Don't Fear - Emu Youth
We pray an offering prayer 
Merciful God,
help us to please you
by offering the true sacrifices
of doing good
and sharing what we have.
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

Through Jesus, let us offer a sacrifice of prayer and praise to God with lips that confess his name. 

Merciful Father: thank you for giving us our identity as forgiven sinners welcome at your table for Jesus' sake.  Forgive us our pride, and free us for glad fellowship in your church and humble service in your world.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for the leaders of the church, its pastors, elders and lay assistants, that together we may provide examples of true humility and holy living.   And we pray for all your people, that we may welcome high and low alike into our homes and churches with unbiased hospitality, and that our witness may be an effective voice of invitation to those who have yet to take a place at your table.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for all in positions of prominence, including our country's politicians.  Guard them against sinful pride and arrogance.  Direct them to see their influence as a gift from you, and to use it in proper public service.  And free us all from greed and a love of money.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for refugees and all who are strangers to us.  Open us to welcome them and to share with them what you have given us.  Have mercy too on prisoners and their families, and especially those suffering unjustly for their faith.  Sustain them in their trial and send them ministering angels.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for marriage, that it may be honoured by all, and that homes may be safe and sustaining places for children.  Prosper all rightful work.  Sanctify the arts and culture of our nation.  And make every home a place where your name is kept holy and your kingdom comes.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
We pray for those who do not have enough of the things of this life.  Spread the good things of the earth to them, and move us all to generous giving.  Heal our planet's atmosphere and weather, and provide the rain our land and reservoirs need.  And meet the needs of all we know to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence)

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Every family in heaven and on earth receives its true name from you. We thank you for our fathers and for the gift of fatherhood. Help fathers not to be harsh with their children and provoke them to anger, but to bring them up in the training and instruction of your Son, Jesus Christ.
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
(Other petitions may be inserted here)
Lord of the banquet, remember all those for whom we pray, and gather us together around your table, here on earth and with all the saints in heaven; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory. 









And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing Hymn 347 Guide me O thou great Jehovah OR Rejoice - Emu Music
