Notes on the Readings, Advent 2A

ISAIAH 11:1-10: Amid disaster prophesied for the Kingdom of Judah, Isaiah here prophesies a glorious future hope. This disaster will bring low the line of kings descended from David. This death of the kingship is depicted as the all but dead stump of Jesse, David's father. However, out of the original line will come a ruler who will rule in perfect power, wisdom and knowledge, because the Spirit of the Lord will be upon him. In this way righteousness and peace will prevail in the rule of the earth. Harmony will also be restored in the creation. No king ever met this description in Jewish history. Christ, our Lord, has demonstrated his messianic kingship and will continue to fulfil this prophecy into the coming of the new heaven and the new earth.

ROMANS 15:4-13: Christ's sacrificial servanthood brought about the redemption of people, regardless of racial background. Christ's servants, therefore, are to offer like-minded service to all peoples, regardless of origin or status. St Paul cites in this section the passage from Isaiah which is today's first reading. It is very clear from the last verse of Isaiah 11:1-10 that the shoot from Jesse's stump would be the messianic King to all peoples of the world, Jew and Gentile alike. This universal principle of the Kingdom also opens for us the boundaries of unity in our present Christian living.

MATTHEW 3:1-12: The recurring requirement of John the Baptist's call for preparation for the coming Messiah is 'repentance'. At that time, when non-Jews wished to be received into the Jewish faith, it was necessary for them to be baptised with water. John thereby forcefully indicated to those who came to hear him that it was not simply enough to be Jewish children of Abraham in order to be admitted to the messianic kingdom. Ordinary people and Pharisees alike were called upon to repent, expressed in baptism and a change in life. God's judgment was indeed met by the Messiah. Whoever comes to him needs to receive renewal of heart and life.

