Prayer of the Church – Proper 27B
The Lord our God is merciful and generous. When people lack the necessities of life he hears their prayers, but those who make a show of themselves he despises. So let us pray to the Lord of all and ask his blessing on those in need.
Heavenly Father: thank you for giving us life every day, and for not holding back even your own dear Son, but giving him up for us all.  Forgive our sins of greed and idolatry.  Build our trust in you so that we may be free from trusting in money.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Thank your for the faithful service of those from whom we learned the faith.  Keep us from acting for outward show, and build up our commitment to give our time, talents and treasures generously to the church.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Bless the offerings your people make for the work of your kingdom.  Build up the church so that its administrators use your resources wisely.  To this end guide the work of all who serve in our national and district church offices.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Send out your saving word, dear Lord, so that all may hear and believe.  Build us up us as a community of your word so that your kingdom may come among us here and in the mission fields we support.  
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Bless the finances of our nation and world.  Turn people from corruption and greed, and build up governments and business leaders so that resources are used fairly and for the good of all.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Support those who struggle financially, and those whose lives are miserable.  Build up the compassion of those who have plenty so that those in need receive help and hope.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Grant good health and healing, according to your good and gracious will, to those who are unwell in our community, including (insert names).  And meet the needs of those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)
Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.
Merciful God, help us not to use our faith to gain recognition for ourselves, but to trust you with full assurance by placing our whole self before you for your glory and your service. Through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

