Pentecost 11B, Proper 14

Church@Home
As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space
We begin

Light your candle

In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
We sing LHS 579 Wher’er I go whate’er my task (backing track only – no Youtube clip available) OR Wherever I Go - Dan Bremnes
Sharing

Have you ever had a really big event or happy time, and then afterwards felt flat and even a bit depressed?

What made you feel better again?
We lay down our sins and burdens before God

It is tempting to want to give up, to collapse under the weight of our worries and troubles. Let’s hand over those burdens now, as we confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,

before the whole company of heaven,

and to each other,

that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,

by our own fault.

Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,

forgive us all our sins,

and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We pray 
Merciful Father,

your Son Jesus Christ gave up his life

so that we might die to self

and live in him.

Give us such close fellowship with him

that in all doubts and dangers

our faith may not fail.

We ask this through your Son,

Jesus Christ our Lord,

who lives and reigns

with you and the Holy Spirit,

one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We sing LHS 337 God from all eternity (backing track only) OR Good Grace - Hillsong UNITED
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read 

Old Testament Reading: 1 Kings 19:4-8 Elijah fed by God
You might like to watch this children’s animated version Elijah in the Wilderness 
After the reading:

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Household Discussion

Elijah had been very successful sharing God’s love with the people and defeating the priests of Baal. But now he was fleeing for his life and was exhausted. 
How did God restore him?
Gospel: John 6:35, 41-51 Jesus the bread of life
This is the Gospel of the Lord

Praise be to you O Christ
Household Discussion

In the gospel reading, Jesus says that he is the bread of life, and that whoever comes to him will never be hungry and thirsty again.
What does Jesus mean when he says he is the bread of life? 
Thinking back to Elijah in the wilderness, what should we do when we are feeling exhausted, fed up or under attack?
We pray

Thank you, loving God,
for giving us your Son,
who is our life-giving bread from heaven.
Make us more and more like you,
living a life of love and service.
Lead us to be kind, compassionate, and forgiving.
Amen.
We sing LHS 373 Lord speak to me, that I may speak OR Speak, O Lord - Keith & Kristyn Getty
Sermon
We confess our faith- The Apostles’ Creed

I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord,

who was conceived by the Holy Spirit,

born of the Virgin Mary,

suffered under Pontius Pilate,

was crucified, dead, and buried.

He descended into hell.

The third day he rose again from the dead.

He ascended into heaven,

and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty,

from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead.

I believe in the Holy Spirit,

the holy catholic* church,

the communion of saints,

the forgiveness of sins,

the resurrection of the body,

and the life everlasting. Amen
*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

We pray for the church, for ourselves and the world
Even when sin and confusion seem to overwhelm us, God in his love provides what we need, even his Son, the bread of life from heaven.  So let's pray for the church and for the world.

Heavenly Father: thank you for giving your Son Jesus Christ as our life-giving bread from heaven.  Thank you for the uniqueness of his identity as both true God and true man, and for his matchless work of salvation.  Ground your church firmly in this wonderful truth, and preserve us from damaging error.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

Guard our speech Lord, so that our words and actions may be helpful to others.  Watch over the public discourse of our nation, and keep our press, governments, and public institutions open and honest.  Bring success to our daily work, and keep our workplaces free from malice and hatred.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for those lost in confusion of belief and behaviour, and for those who serve false gods.  Stem the tide of hatred and violence between peoples and ease the pain of victims of terror.  Have mercy Lord, and use your people to get the gospel out in truth and converting power.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

We pray for those infected with COVID-19. Have mercy on countries devastated by this disease, relieve those who carry the burden of care, and bring a cure.  In the midst of suffering, draw people to your saving grace, and help those who are struggling with grief and loss to seek refuge in you.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

Watch over the precious children of our church and grow them strong in health and faith.  Preserve the life of children yet unborn, and their mothers.  Bless all the activities we undertake in your name here in our household, and in our congregation, and give us joy in our life together.

Lord, in your mercy:
hear our prayer.

Life-giving God, continue to give life to the world through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, the bread of life from heaven, for he lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

Your kingdom come,

your will be done, on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread. 
Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God blesses us
Say together

The Lord bless us and keep us.
The Lord make his face shine on us and be gracious to us.
The Lord look upon us with favour and give us peace.
Amen.
We sing LHS 161 How sweet the name of Jesus sounds OR How Sweet The Name - Emu Music
