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Dear Brothers in the Gospel of Easter Joy, 

Grace and peace in Christ to you, 

I am writing this reflection for you from South Australia where I am in Adelaide for the College of 
Bishops. SANT Bishop David Altus and I were talking together and discovered that we were both 
writing reflections on "freedom of religion and freedom of speech" in the context of the issues 
around Israel Folau and also the recent Ruddick Enquiry. David's piece (which should be out by 
the time you are reading this) is in the SANT District Newsletter and is a good read. At the very 
heart of his message is a call for Christian folk to consider who they "speak of Jesus." It would be 
worth talking together in your Zone Fraternal and with folk in your area of ministry about this. In this 
newsletter to pastors, I wanted to prompt some matters that I think are core for consideration. 

Before the matter of "freedom of religion" is addressed, it is worth getting details about the actual 
issue. I listened to an ABC radio interview with Rugby great, and close friend of Israel, Nick Farr 
Jones. Nick is also a passionate Christian and has been a close colleague and mentor with Israel 
before and during these recent events. In the interview, Nick explained that Israel did not believe 
that he had agreed to "don't talk about this issue" in his contract. If Israel had been asked to do 
that, then he would have resigned straight away. I am yet to read the exact situation of what 
Israel had been required to do and what Rugby Australia's expectations were. I noted that the 
Prime Minister also made this point in the third "Leader's Debate". Did Israel "breech his promise"? 
An employer in Australia cannot terminate an employee on the basis of that person's religion. 

Secondly, it is important to determine just what Israel published on his Instagram account. A quick 
Google search will find it. He quoted Galatians 5:19-21 in his text, and beside it, reposted from 
some other place, a "word pic" which could be an interpretation of that text. As Lutheran 
theologians we know about exegesis and how to unfold the meaning of a text. The "pic" and the 
text are not the same. So Israel did not just "post the bible verse". If you posted Psalm 137:9 "Happy 
are those who take your little ones and smash them against a rock" you would certainly need a 
careful exegetically sound explanation. 

Thirdly the issue of "responsible person". As a public figure, a person has accentuated 
responsibilities and accountabilities. It is important to consider what Israel's alternatives could have 
been to make the same point about "loving the sinner, hating the sin". This is not a matter of "law" 
but is certainly relevant for you and me to consider how we proclaim the word of the Lord publicly 
beyond our Church. 

Finally, although some have argued that Israel's case is not about "freedom of speech" but about 
Rugby Australia and Israel's contract, it is certainly about what is acceptably as public speaking 
about religious convictions, especially about issues that touch a nerve for our society. If Israel had 
written a piece saying "I only support believer's baptism" we certainly would not have been talking 
about it. I encourage you to talk through these issues, but to keep at the centre of the discussion, 
the key concept highlighted by Bishop David Altus: how do we best speak of Jesus whilst 
addressing issues in our Church and society. In the Areopagus, the philosopher's obviously heard 

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________ 

“But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings. 
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.” Malachi 4:2 
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“But for you who revere my name the sun of righteousness shall rise, with healing in its wings.  
You shall go out leaping like calves from the stall.” Malachi 4:2 

Paul doing this as the text in Acts 17 says, "Others said, ‘He seems to be a proclaimer of foreign 
divinities.’ (This was because he was telling the good news about Jesus and the resurrection.)" 
God bless your journey to the festival of Ascension and Pentecost. 
 
Your fellow in Christ,  
Paul 


