HANDS UP FOR JESUS!
Order of Service for Christmas Eve
PROCESSIONAL HYMN: O COME, ALL YE FAITHFUL
(Chi Rho Carol Book #8)

1. O come, all ye faithful, 
Joyful and triumphant,
O come ye, O come ye to Bethlehem; 
Come and behold him,
Born the king of angels:

O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
O come, let us adore him,
Christ the Lord!

2. God of God, 
Light of light,
Lo, he abhors not the virgin's womb; 
Very God,
Begotten, not created:

3. Sing, choirs of angels, 
Sing in exultation,
Sing, all ye citizens of heaven above; 
Glory to God
In the highest:
P: In the name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 
C: Amen.
P: Tonight (Today) the hand of God reaches down to touch us with the special news of the first Christmas.
C: Christ, our Saviour, is born! 
MARY'S SONG OF PRAISE:
P: My heart praises the Lord;
C: My soul is glad because of God my Saviour, 
P: For he has remembered me, his lowly servant!
C: From now on all people will call me happy, because of the great things the Mighty God has done for me.
P: His name is holy!
C: From one generation to another he shows mercy to those who honour him.
P: He has stretched out his mighty arm
C: And scattered the proud with all their plans.
P: He has brought down mighty kings from their thrones
C: And lifted up the lowly
P: He has filled the hungry with good things,
C: And sent the rich away with empty hands.
P: He has kept the promise he made to our ancestors,
C: And has come to the help of his servant, Israel. 
P: He has remembered to show mercy to Abraham
C: And to all his descendants forever.
All: Glory to the Father, and the Son, and the Holy Spirit: As it was in the beginning, is now, and shall be for evermore. Amen.
CAROL: a suitable carol may be sung

SCRIPTURE LESSON: Isaiah 9:6,7

PRAYER: (unison)
Dear Father in heaven, we praise you for the birth of your Son, Jesus. Thank you for the Good News of Christmas that Jesus was born for us. Help us to welcome him into our hearts and to worship him as our Saviour and King. Give us your Holy Spirit so that in our lives we may truly thank you with hearts and hands and voices. In Jesus' name we pray. Amen
CAROL: JOY TO THE WORLD (Chi Rho Carol Book #7)

1. Joy to the world! the Lord is come: 
Let earth receive her king;
Let every heart prepare  him room,
And heaven and nature sing.

2. Joy to the world! the Saviour reigns: 
Let men their songs employ,
While fields and floods, rocks, hills and plains
Repeat the sounding joy.

3. No more let sins and sorrows grow, 
Nor thorns infest the ground;
He comes to make his blessings flow
Far as the curse is found.

4. He rules the world with truth and grace, 
And makes the nations prove
The glories of his righteousness,
And wonders of his love.

ADDRESS
CAROL: COME HITHER, YOU CHILDREN
(Chi Rho Carol Book #6)

During the singing of the carol, the manger scene is set up.

All 
1. Come hither, you children, O come, one and  all, 
To visit the manger in Bethlehem's stall,
And see what the Father in heaven so true
Has done to prepare a bright Christmas for you.

Children
2. O see in the manger - this strange little bed - 
A child, sweet and gentle, is resting his head,
In swaddling clothes lying so humble and mild,
Yet purer than angels, the heavenly child.

Women 
3. See Mary and Joseph, with fond loving eyes, 
Are gazing upon him as meekly he lies,
The shepherds are kneeling, with hearts full of love, 
While angels sing loud hallelujahs above.

Men 
4. Bow down and adore him with shepherds today,
O worship and praise him as gladly as they; 
Rejoice that a Saviour from sin you can boast, 
And join in the song of the heavenly host.

All
5. Dear Christ-child, our hearts we now offer to thee,
O keep them from sin and from wickedness free; 
Yes, let them be holy and blessed like thine, 
Thou Son of the Highest, thou infant divine.

RECITATION:

Teacher: Hands up for Jesus!
(raises hand)
Small children: Hands up for Jesus!
(raise hands)
All children: It's Jesus' birthday!

Teacher: Clap hands for Jesus!
(three claps) 
Small children: Clap hands for Jesus!
(three claps) 
All children: It's Jesus' birthday!

Congregation: 
Praise God for Jesus! Let all God's people say,
Praise God for Jesus, our Saviour born today!

GOD'S HANDS REACH DOWN
The banner of ‘God's Hands’ may be presented.
NARRATOR: We're lifting up happy hands to God tonight (today), because he reached down to us in the little hands of Jesus. This is the story of Jesus' birth.

During the reading, Mary, Joseph and the innkeeper mime the actions.

READER 1: The Roman Emperor Augustus wanted to count all the people in his empire. So he gave the order that all citizens should go to their family town to have their names put on the rolls.

	Mary and Joseph enter, with hands joined.
	READER 2: Joseph and Mary went from Nazareth to Bethlehem, the birth-place of King David. Joseph was a descendant of King David. Mary was expecting a baby.

	Move towards innkeeper-Joseph holds out hands toward innkeeper.

Innkeeper holds up hands in refusal
	READER 3: When Joseph and Mary came to Bethlehem, they looked for a place to stay. 

But there was no room for them in the inn.

	Innkeeper points to manger

Mary and Joseph go to manger.

Mary sits, Joseph stands.
	READER 4: The only place they could find was a shelter for animals.
There in the lowly stable, Mary gave birth to God's Son. 
Jesus' first bed was a manger, the animal’s feed box.


CAROL: AWAY IN A MANGER (Chi  Rho Carol Book  #10) 
Small children
1. Away in a manger, no crib for a bed,
The little Lord Jesus laid down his sweet head. 
The stars in the bright sky looked down where he lay,
The little Lord Jesus asleep on the hay.

All children
2. The cattle are lowing, the baby awakes, 
But little Lord Jesus no crying he makes.
I love thee, Lord Jesus; look down from the sky, 
And stay by my cradle till morning is nigh.

Children and congregation
3. Be near me, Lord Jesus; I ask thee to stay
Close by me forever, and love me, I pray.
Bless all the dear children in thy tender care, 
And fit us for heaven, to live with thee there.

RECITATION: (by small children, facing the manger)

1. Baby Jesus, you're so small, 
Resting in the hay.
Can we come with tiny hands 
(reach out hands)
To wish you Happy Birthday?

2. Can we rock you while you sleep?
(rocking motion)
We're only very small.
We will be careful with you there,
For you're the King of all.

(turn and point to congregation)

CAROL: a suitable carol may be sung
NARRATOR: God sent his messenger to announce the Christ­ child's birth. The first Christmas was celebrated by the angels.

During the reading, the angels and shepherds mime the actions.

	Shepherds enter. 
	READER 5: Some shepherds were out in the country near the little town of Bethlehem, taking care of their sheep at night.

	Angel appears.


Shepherds cover faces with hands.
	READER 6: The Lord's angel appeared to them and the Lord's glory shone over them.

They were terribly afraid.

	Angel stands with open hands


stretches out arms 



points to manger.
	READER 7: The angel said to them, 'Don't be afraid! I am here with good news for you, which will bring 
great joy to all the people. This very day in David's town your Saviour was born- Christ the Lord! You will find a baby 
wrapped in strips of cloth and lying in a manger'.

	Angels look up with arms raised


arms lowered toward shepherds.
	READER 8: Suddenly a great army of heaven's angels appeared. They sang praises to God: 'Glory to God in the highest heaven, 
and peace on earth to those with whom he is pleased'.


CAROL: SILENT NIGHT (Chi Rho Carol Book  #15)

1. Silent night, holy night!
All is calm, all is bright
Round yon virgin mother and child. 
Holy infant, so tender and mild, 
Sleep in heavenly peace,
Sleep in heavenly peace.

2. Silent night, holy night!
Shepherds quake at the sight. 
Glory streams from heaven afar, 
Heavenly hosts sing: Hallelujah! 
Christ the Saviour is born,
Christ the Saviour is born!

3. Silent night, holy night!
Son of God, love's pure light 
Radiant beams from thy holy face, 
With the dawn of redeeming grace, 
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth,
Jesus, Lord, at thy birth.

NARRATOR: The shepherds hurried off to Bethlehem and found Mary and Joseph, and saw the baby lying in a manger.

Shepherds come to stand by the manger.

SHEPHERD 1: Not much to look at, is there?
SHEPHERD 2: Just straw and hay and a tiny baby.
SHEPHERD 1: What did the angel say?
SHEPHERD 2: He said, ‘This is Christ, the Lord.’
SHEPHERD 1: That means he's our God!
SHEPHERD 2: Him? But he's just a baby!
SHEPHERD 1: Isn't he little! Look at those tiny hands!
SHEPHERD 2: Just imagine! Those are the hands that made the world.
SHEPHERD 1: He's just like one of us when we were little.

NARRATOR: In the beginning he was already there, this One. He was with God, and he was God. God used him to make every single thing. Everything that lives comes from him. And we do, too. And now he has become a baby, one of us. The hands that hold the whole world are a baby's hands!

RECITATION:
Children: Hands up for Jesus! 
(raise  hands)
We hear the angels say.
Hands up again for Jesus!
(raise  hands)
He's born for us today.
Congregation: 
Praise God for Jesus! Let all God's people say, 
Praise God for Jesus, our Saviour born today!

CAROL: GO, TELL IT ON THE MOUNTAIN (Sing to Jesus #91) 
A small group of children may sing the verses, with the rest joining in the chorus.
Go, tell it on the mountain, Over the hills and everywhere;
Go, tell it on the mountain that Jesus Christ is born.

1. While shepherds kept their watching
O'er silent flocks by night,
Behold, throughout the heavens
There shone a holy light:

2. The shepherds feared and trembled, 
When, lo, above the earth
Rang out the angel chorus
That hailed our Saviour's birth:

3. Down in a lowly manger
Our humble Christ was born, 
And God sent us salvation
That blessed Christmas morn:

HANDS THAT BLESS
Speakers stand at the manger.
SPEAKER 1: It's hard to believe!
SPEAKER 2: What is?
SPEAKER 1: That he's really God! Why would God want to be a baby?
SPEAKER 2: Well ...
SPEAKER 1: That's not like God, is it? Volcanoes, earthquakes, atomic power - isn't that more his style? Look at those little hands! Why would he want to be a baby?
SPEAKER 2: Well, I wonder ... I wonder if it could be ... that God is a God ...who just likes babies?

The banner of 'Blessing Hands' may be presented.

RECITATION: Older children

1. Some people brought their babies
To Jesus one fine day,
'Please touch our babies, Jesus', 
Was all that they could say.

2. The friends of Jesus scolded:
'Just take those babes away! 
The Lord is far too busy
For touching babes today'.

3. But Jesus when he heard it
Cried: 'Let the children come!
For don't you know my Father's home
Belongs to little ones?

4. 'And if you want to live there
You must be little, too,
And come to me with empty hands, 
So I can give to you.'

5. And in his arms he cradled
Those babies one by one,
And placed his hands on each of them
And blessed them, every one.

6. And Jesus holds you, also,
His strong kind arms you know,
For in his name you are baptized. 
He'll never let you go.

VOICE: Unclean! Unclean! Keep away ... step  back! 

SPEAKER 3: O look at that beggar!
SPEAKER 4: Smell him, you mean!
SPEAKER 3: Poor beggar! Look, he's got leprosy!
SPEAKER 4: Come on, let's get out of here!
SPEAKER 3: Hey look, who's that?
SPEAKER 4: That's the man they call Jesus.
SPEAKER 3: What's he doing?
SPEAKER 4: He's going right up to the leper.
SPEAKER 3: Can't he see him? What's the matter with him?
SPEAKER 4: Look, he's reaching out!
SPEAKER 3: He's going to touch him!
SPEAKER 4: He can't do that! It's against the Law!
SPEAKER 3: He's put his arms right around him!
SPEAKER 4: What sort of man is this Jesus?

CAROL: WHAT CHILD IS THIS? (Chi Rho Carol Book #56)

1. What child is this, who, laid to rest, 
On Mary's lap is sleeping?
Whom angels greet with anthems sweet, 
While shepherds watch are keeping?

This, this is Christ the King,
Whom shepherds guard and angels sing; 
Haste, haste to bring him laud,
The babe, the son of Mary.
2. Why lies he in such mean estate
Where ox and ass were feeding?
Good Christians, fear; for sinners here
The silent Word is pleading:

3. So bring him incense, gold, and myrrh; 
Come, peasant, king, to own him;
The King of kings salvation brings;
Let loving hearts enthrone him:

HANDS WOUNDED FOR US
The banner of 'Wounded Hands' may be presented
SPEAKER 5: What's that noise?
SPEAKER 6: What noise?
SPEAKER 5: That noise! Somebody's hammering something!
SPEAKER 6: Quiet! Listen!

VOICE 1: OK, grab that side! Lift the cross up now!
VOICE 2: Come on then, Christ, let's see you come down!

SPEAKER 5: No ... surely not!|
SPEAKER 6: Those tiny innocent hands ... nailed on a cross.
SPEAKER 5: Jesus, is that why you came like that?
SPEAKER 6: Tell us Jesus: Did you come as a baby so that you could die like that ... for us?

RECITATION:
Children: Hands up for Jesus! 
(raise hands)
He took our sins away.
Hands up again for Jesus! 
(raise hands)
He rose on Easter day.

Congregation: 
Praise God for Jesus! Let all God's people say, 
Praise God for Jesus, he's with us now always.

GOD'S HANDS TODAY 
SPEAKER 7: Well, I've got it all figured out.
SPEAKER 8: You've got what figured out?
SPEAKER 7: Well, I reckon it's like this... He came as a baby, with those tiny hands ...
SPEAKER 9: I know why he came-because my hands are dirty!
SPEAKER 10: And mine are all sore, from punching somebody!
SPEAKER 11: These hands have been stealing things.
SPEAKER 12: And these hands have just grabbed for myself.
SPEAKER 13: Mine are lazy hands.
SPEAKER 14: See these? They are sad hands.
SPEAKER 15: These hands are happy, but at the wrong things!
SPEAKER 16: And look at all those hands! All those hands have done wrong, too.
SPEAKER 7: So when he came,
SPEAKER 8: With hands like ours,
SPEAKER 7: And blessed and touched  us,
SPEAKER 8: And when he was nailed by the hands,
SPEAKER 7: Then it was all for us!
SPEAKER 8: Yes, it was like our hands touching people.
SPEAKER 7: And our hands on the cross!
SPEAKER 8: You know, if that's what his birthday's about, we need to go back to Bethlehem, and the manger, much more often!

RECITATION:
Children and congregation: 
O dearest Lord, thy sacred hands
With nails were pierced for me,
O shed thy blessing on my hands, 
That they may work for thee.

CAROL: O LITTLE TOWN OF BETHLEHEM (vv 3,4)
(Chi Rho Carol Book #39)

1. How silently, how silently, 
The wondrous gift is given!
So God imparts to human hearts
The blessings of his heaven.
No ear may hear his coming; 
But in this  world of sin,
Where meek souls will receive him, still
The dear Christ enters  in.

2. O holy child of Bethlehem, 
Descend to us, we pray;
Cast out our sin, and enter in: 
Be born in us today.
We hear the Christmas angels
The great glad tidings tell;
O come to us, abide with us, 
Our Lord Immanuel!

The banner of 'Children's Hands' may be presented.

PRAYERS:
P:  Let my prayers be counted as incense before you:
C: And the lifting up of my hands as an evening sacrifice.
P:  Jesus Christ, our Saviour:
C: Eternal God and Mary's son, we adore you for evermore.
P:  For your birthday, baby Jesus, we bring ourselves as you see each of us in the things that  our hands do.
Children: We bring hands that touch people, without hurting them: 
C: Hands that are open, and not just closed.
Children: Hands that give, without always taking:
C: Hands that help instead of hindering. 
Children: Hands that sing, dance, work, and play: 
C: Hands that fold in prayer.
All: Hands that in everything want to say: Happy Birthday, Jesus! Happy Birthday!

Some children bring offerings or gifts. As they place them by the manger, all the children say:

Beside your manger here we stand, 
Dear Jesus, Lord and Saviour,
A gift of love within  our hands
To thank you for your favour.
O take our humble offering,
Our hands, our hearts, yes, everything,
Are yours to serve you ever.

CHRISTMAS BLESSING: (All Together Again  #194)
Sung three times: first by soloist, or small group ... then by children...then by children and congregation.
May the feet of God walk with you, and his hand hold you tight. 
May the eye of God rest on you, and his ear hear your cry.
May the smile of God be for you, and his breath give you life.
May the child of God grow in you, and his love bring you home.

CAROL: ANGELS WE HAVE HEARD ON HIGH
(Sing  to Jesus  #84)

1. Angels we have heard on high 
Sweetly singing o'er the plains; 
And the mountains in reply 
Echoing their joyful strains:

Gloria in excelsis Deo, 
Gloria in excelsis Deo.

2. Shepherds, why this jubilee?
Why these songs of happy cheer?
What great brightness did you see? 
What glad tidings did you hear?

3. Come to Bethlehem and see
Him whose birth the angels sing;
Come, adore on bended knee
Christ, the Lord, the new-born King:
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