Notes on the Readings, Holy Trinity Sunday, Year A
GENESIS 1:1 - 2:4a: 'In the beginning God created' depicts the earth in its earliest created form, verses 1,2, not in its completed perfection (the process of which occupies the rest of the chapter). God confirmed this by his cessation from this work and his seventh day rest. The description of creation, with specific details of all that God brought into being out of nothing are itemised under the headings of the six days. While opinion is divided as to whether the days are meant to be arranged chronologically or according to differential topics, our interpretation needs always to be guided by how the remainder of Scripture treats these chapters. On Trinity Sunday this reading points to the mysterious all-powerful transcendent ownership of God over the whole creation and our consequent responsibility towards it.

2 CORINTHIANS 13:11-13(14): Christians, bonded together by saving faith in their Lord Jesus Christ, are to live and work together in peace and love. Where harmony and agreement are the shared outcome of faith, God can dwell in its midst. The trinitarian blessing with which Paul closes this letter presupposes that the grace which took Christ to the cross for all sinners truly introduces the love of God into hearts and lives. The Holy Spirit has brought this about by the work that establishes a fellowship between Christians, truly the work of God.

MATTHEW 28:16-20: The Lord's meeting with the disciples in Galilee was as previously directed (Matthew 28: 10). Having fulfilled his own mission he has now received full authority from the Father. He is therefore able to direct and commission not only his immediate followers, but the church after that to go out into all the world in his authority. He accompanies it when his command to baptise and to teach all of his commands are observed. The promise of his abiding and empowering presence gives the church its full credentials to act in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit.

