Notes on the Readings, Third Last Sunday of the Church Year (Proper 27B)
1 Kings 17:8-16: Elijah was directed for his own protection to a heathen region because of King Ahab’s determination to kill him.  The widow at Zarepath appears to have been a worshipper of the Lord God. Elijah’s request for her last reserve of food was not motivated by selfishness so much as a test of his faith (and hers) that God would somehow make good his promise that the widow would be able to continue to feed him regardless of the famine. Miracles are not frequently mentioned throughout the Old Testament. They do appear at particular times in the history of the plan of salvation when the maintenance of a people who could hold and pass down its truths was endangered.

Hebrews 9:24-28: This reading repeats the substance of last week’s second reading. The Old Testament priests needed to offer up sacrifices for the sins of the people again and again. This was a human act commanded by God in an edifice built with human hands. Christ needed only to make one sacrifice once, thus paying for all sin once and for all. He entered the true sanctuary of God’s actual presence with a perfectly completed salvation. Otherwise his birth and death would have been needed repeatedly since Adam’s fall into sin, for human sin is continuous! Because his salvation is an accomplished fact, he will come again at the end of all things to take to himself his perfected waiting people.

Mark 12:38-44: Not all church officials who wear long robes and receive general approval are necessarily among God’s elect. Hypocrisy can exist among the seemingly ‘holy’ Christians. Beware!  There is such a thing as greater condemnation. In sharp contrast to the scribes is the widow at the temple. The importance of money in God’s kingdom is relative to what God does in blessing its use. Jesus’ comment about this widow’s gift shows that whether great or small, it is the loving motivation of the heart towards God which determines the generosity of the gift. This widow was similar to the widow at Zarepath in the demonstration of a total and implicit faith.
