Reformation Sunday,  Church@Home

As you prepare

Set up a small cross and candle in your home worship space. Reformation is one of the key church festivals. Red is the colour we use to help us celebrate the church festivals. Decorate your home altar space with something red.  
We begin

Light your candle

Start your time of Church@Home discussing the following questions:

What is truth? 

What does truth look like? 
How do you know what is true?

Jesus said: 'If you continue in my word, you are truly my disciples; 

and you will know the truth, and the truth will make you free.'
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.

Opening Song Lord of creation to Thee be all praise- LHS 379 OR Speak O Lord - Keith and Kristyn Getty
Psalm 46
Read the Psalm in sections as a household. 

God is our refuge and strength, a very present help in trouble.

Therefore we will not fear, though the earth should change,

though the mountains shake in the heart of the sea;

though its waters roar and foam, though the mountains tremble with its tumult.

There is a river whose streams make glad the city of God, 

the holy habitation of the Most High.

God is in the midst of the city, it shall not be moved,

God will help it when the morning dawns.

The nations are in uproar, the kingdoms totter,

He utters his voice, the earth melts.

Come, behold the works of the Lord, 

see what desolations he has brought on the earth.

He makes wars cease to the end of the earth:

He breaks the bow, and shatters the spear; he burns the shields with fire.

‘Be still, and know that I am God! 

I am exalted among the nations, I am exalted in the earth’.

The Lord of hosts is with us; the God of Jacob is our refuge.

We pray 

Lord God,

you have given all holy Scriptures for our learning.

Lead us to hear them,

read, note, learn, and inwardly digest them.

Encourage and support us by your holy word,

so that we may always hold onto

the joyful hope of eternal life,

which you have given us

in our Saviour Jesus Christ. Amen
Bible Readings
Open your Bible and read 
Jeremiah 31:31-34  The Lord will write his law on our hearts
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Open your Bible and read:  

Romans 3:19-28 Justification by faith
After the reading

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Confession
Knowing that all of us have sinned and have fallen short of the glory of God, let us draw near to God our Father with a true heart to confess our sins, and ask him in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ to forgive us.
Almighty God, our maker and redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word, and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Most merciful God, 

you have given your only Son to die for us.

Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. 

By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, 

and make us obedient to your word, 

so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; 

through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.
Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

Gospel Reading

Open your Bible and read:  

John 8:31-36 'In my word, you will know the truth'
or watch this Gospel presentation video https://video.link/w/R8Kjb
   or at https://youtu.be/WQ7sQ_QQZOQ
After the gospel: 

This is the gospel of the Lord. 

Praise be to you, O Christ.
Household Discussion 
Share with one another your testimony of how Jesus has set you free and been good to you. 
Thank you, Lord Jesus, for the gift of your word. 

Keep us faithful to your word, 

so that we may know the truth, 

and the freedom it brings. Amen.
We sing A mighty fortress is our God LHS 195  OR This is amazing grace - Phil Wickham
Sermon

We confess our faith 
(from Augsburg Confession, articles 4, 5, 7)

As we commemorate the Reformation of the church let’s confess our faith using words from the Augsburg Confession. [For more information about the Augsburg Confession and the history of the Lutheran church click here]
It is taught among us that we cannot obtain forgiveness of sin and righteousness before God by our own merits, works or satisfactions, 

but that we receive forgiveness of sin and become righteous before God by grace, for Christ’s sake, through faith, 

when we believe that Christ suffered for us and that for his sake our sin is forgiven and righteousness and eternal life are given to us. 

For God will regard and reckon this faith as righteousness.

To obtain such faith God instituted the office of the ministry: that is, provided the gospel and the sacraments. 

Through these, as through means, he gives the Holy Spirit who works faith, when and where he pleases, in those who hear the gospel. 

It is also taught among us that one holy Christian church will be and remain forever. 

This is the assembly of all believers among whom the gospel is preached in its purity and the holy sacraments are administered according to the gospel. 

We Sing  AT 345 Nothing but the blood of Jesus OR Nothing but the blood of Jesus - Hillsong
We Pray for Ourselves and the World

Before you begin ask one another: ‘How can I be praying for you?’ Include your prayers for one another in this time of prayer. 
Gracious Father, there is nothing that we could offer to you as a sacrifice for our sin. Yet in your great love, you have offered up your own Son, so that through him we may be put right with you. Accept our praise as a sign of our gratitude for the great gift of salvation which you have given to us.

We pray for your church as it lives in the constant process of checking and reforming itself against your holy word. Father, guide us as we search for your will and direction in the new age ahead of us. Give us wisdom in this task, a thirst for your truth and a love of your gospel. Send your Holy Spirit to guide all people who are searching for the truth and lead them to the source of all truth, Jesus Christ.   

Father, we thank you for the renewal and reformation you have brought to all your people through our baptism into Christ Jesus. Let each of us be reformed as we drown the old Adam every day, and renewed as we rise to new life in Christ. 

We thank you that Christians of differing traditions and opinions are learning to sit down together and talk. We pray for the work of dialogues between churches, and we thank you for any agreement already reached. 
We pray for all pastors and teachers of the word. Help them remain faithful to the truth at all times. Let them preach the gospel boldly to people everywhere who are weighed down by guilt and sin so that they might be set free. 

We also ask for your blessing upon reformers in society and for all those who work to bring justice and peace in this troubled world. Guide governments and leaders everywhere and inspire them in your truth, so that at all times and in all places your will may be done. 
(Add your extra prayers one another here)
Lord God, we trust that by your Spirit you will always lead your church forward in truth. Guide us and lead us, so that your renewing word may give light and truth to the world. We ask this in the name of Jesus Christ your Son, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen. 
Lord’s Prayer 

Our Father in heaven,

hallowed be your name,

your kingdom come,

your will be done,

on earth as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.

Forgive us our sins

as we forgive those who sin against us. 

Lead us not into temptation, 

but deliver us from evil. 

For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours 

now and forever. Amen. 
Blessing 

Let us go in peace for Christ has set us free.  And the blessing of Almighty God, Father, Son and Holy Spirit, be with us now and always. Amen 

Final songs Thy works not mine O Christ – LHS 332 OR Yet Not I But Through Christ In Me - CityAlight 
Conclusion

Don’t forget to blow out your candle
