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Why Dr Kleinig should stand corrected – Pastor Erik Braunack-Mayer June 29, 2015 
If I have understood the article “Why I changed my mind” correctly, Dr Kleinig takes the simple alleged 
prohibition of Paul on women speaking in his churches, to a whole new level of divine retribution and 
eternal damnation. He writes: 

“I reached my firm position from a close study of 1 Corinthians 14:33b-38 and the weight of Paul’s 
conclusive pronouncement in 14:38. ‘If anyone does not recognise (this), he is not recognised.’” 

He escalates this simple statement into a statement of divine retribution, by arguing that this is a divine 
passive, ie. a command of God’s, thereby arguing that Paul then exercises the ‘keys of the kingdom” and 
condemns anything that is uttered by women in the “Divine service” as not only useless, but damning; 
quoting the New Testament scholar Käsemann: 

“argues that this is a case of sacral law, a sentence of divine judgment. Paul does not just threaten 
divine retribution but actually pronounces God’s judgment on those who violate the Lord’s 
command. This sentence of judgment is couched by St Paul in terms of the law of equivalent 
retribution. The rejection of the Lord’s command results in his rejection of those who reject it. 
Thus the refusal of those who claim to be prophets and spiritual persons to ‘recognise’ the Lord’s 
command.” 

Dr Kleinig’s summation ends thus: 

So too the ministry of women who claim the right to be teachers and preachers because they are 
prophets. Christ does not recognise them. They cannot be sure that their words and deeds are the 
words and deeds of the Holy Spirit. After all, the Spirit that speaks and acts through them cannot 
contradict the Spirit that inspired Christ and his apostles. So the risen Lord Jesus does not 
recognise and approve what they say on this issue and do in this capacity, either now or on the 
last day.  

If those who work for Christ in the church use what is rejected by him as useless, their work will 
be undone, burnt like wood or hay or straw on the Day of Judgment, even though they 
themselves may still be saved as through fire. The fire of divine judgment will destroy everything 
that is contrary to Christ and rejected by him, everything that goes beyond what is written in the 
Scriptures (1 Corinthians 4:6). What’s more, if they, by their persistent disobedience to Christ and 
God’s word, destroy the congregation, which is God’s holy temple, they too will be destroyed (1 
Corinthians 3:16-17). That, surely, is something that we should avoid at all costs!  

I find Dr Kleinig’s arguments breathtaking, in their collation of several possible interpretations of various 
passages, to conclude that if a woman is allowed to preach in church, that not only is she damned, but so 
are any of those who are stupid enough to believe what she says. 

Can I believe then, Dr Kleinig, that were a woman to preach in one of our churches that “whoever believes 
in Jesus, will not perish, but will have eternal life” and I were to believe her, that I would be rejected by 
Jesus Christ when I arrived at heaven’s gates?  

How does this belief fit with our Augsburg Confessions, articles 7 and 8? 

Article VII: Of the Church. 

1] Also they teach that one holy Church is to continue forever. The Church is the congregation of 
saints, in which the Gospel is rightly taught and the Sacraments are rightly administered. 

2] And to the true unity of the Church it is enough to agree concerning the doctrine of the Gospel and 
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3] the administration of the Sacraments. Nor is it necessary that human traditions, that is, rites or 
ceremonies, instituted by men, should be everywhere alike. 4] As Paul says: One faith, one Baptism, 
one God and Father of all, etc. Eph. 4:5-6.  

Article VIII: What the Church Is. 

1] Although the Church properly is the congregation of saints and true believers, nevertheless, since 
in this life many hypocrites and evil persons are mingled therewith, it is lawful to use Sacraments 
administered by evil men, according to the saying of Christ: The Scribes and 2] the Pharisees sit in 
Moses' seat, etc. Matt. 23:2. Both the Sacraments and Word are effectual by reason of the institution 
and commandment of Christ, notwithstanding they be administered by evil men. 

3] They condemn the Donatists, and such like, who denied it to be lawful to use the ministry of evil 
men in the Church, and who thought the ministry of evil men to be unprofitable and of none effect.  

Your arguments rely heavily on a possible, but unlikely translation for 1 Cor 14:38. Rather than promising 
divine retribution, a better summation would be - just ignore them and get on with worship. 

By all means Dr Kleinig, ‘change your mind’, but try not to let your enthusiasm for your belief in the 
impossibility for God to make the Gospel work through female Pastors to lead you to summative errors in 
your interpretations of Pauline scriptures. 

If you want to believe that 1 Corinthians 14:34-38 denies women the right to be Pastors, then by all means 
do so, but to escalate this to a scale of damnation of entire congregations for all time is an un-Lutheran 
interpretation and not at all what Paul had in mind when he was trying to “build up” the church in 
Corinth. 
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