Notes on the Readings, First Sunday after Christmas, Year C
1 Samuel 2:18-20,26: The Lord had given Samuel to his mother in answer to her earnest prayers. Even though she had given him back to the Lord to serve at the tabernacle, Hannah continued to provide a loving  familial connection. She made his day-to-day garment each year. His service to God was marked by a priestly garment (ephod), even though he was serving more as a Levite, an assistant. His future life, which in a special measure secured continuity of God's rule in Israel, is thus indicated. His faithful and devoted service won favour with God and in the eyes of people generally.

Colossians 3:12-17: What a wonderful formula for peace in a Christian church! Because Christians are clothed with the righteousness and peace of Christ throughout their redemption, the clothing of peace-making and peace-giving qualities is both possible and necessary. Forgiveness as given freely by God is equally freely passed on. Love permeates and energises all of these characteristics. The word of Christ shared lovingly points the way and strengthens the ties one to another. The hymns of worship are also seen this way. What wonderful thanks is offered through our Lord Jesus Christ for this way of life.

Luke 2:41-52: Three days among the most scripturally learned of Jerusalem, sustaining their amazement, indicates the authenticity of Jesus' answer to his parents when they found him. His reference to 'my' rather than 'our' Father's house demonstrates the fact of his special Sonship and his conscious awareness of it. It was natural that his parents did not understand Jesus' answer to their anxiety. Despite the angel's information before his birth and the consequential happenings at Bethlehem, they would have been accustomed rather to his natural human childhood, development and obedience. St Luke reports his continued humble submission to them after the event. Everything in his behaviour earned favour with God and other people.
