Season of Prayer Week 3 



We Come to God in Prayer
The Lord is near to all who call on him,

to all who call on him in truth.

Glory to the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit,

as it was in the beginning, is now, and will be forever. Amen.
We sing LH 420 Come, my soul, thy suit prepare OR O Come In Humble Prayer - Emu Music (CCLI by Colin Buchanan)
Confession and Absolution
Almighty God, our Maker and Redeemer, we confess to you that by nature we are sinful and unclean, and that we have sinned against you by thought, word and deed. Therefore we flee for refuge to your infinite mercy and plead for your grace for the sake of our Lord Jesus Christ.
Most merciful God, you have given your only Son to die for us: Have mercy on us, and for his sake grant us forgiveness of all our sins. By your Holy Spirit increase our knowledge of you and your will, and make us obedient to your word, so that by your grace we may come to eternal life; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Almighty God, our heavenly Father, has had mercy on us, and has given his only Son to die for us, and for his sake forgives us all our sins. To those who believe in his name he has given the right to become children of God, and has given them his Holy Spirit. Whoever believes and is baptised will be saved. Grant this, Lord, to us all.

Amen.

We Pray Psalm 145:8-18

The Lord is gracious and compassionate,
    slow to anger and rich in love.
The Lord is near to all who call on him.  (Ps 145:18a NRSV)

The Lord is good to all;
    he has compassion on all he has made.
All your works praise you, Lord;
    your faithful people extol you.
They tell of the glory of your kingdom
    and speak of your might,
so that all people may know of your mighty acts
    and the glorious splendour of your kingdom.
Your kingdom is an everlasting kingdom,
    and your dominion endures through all generations.
The Lord is near to all who call on him.  
The Lord is trustworthy in all he promises
    and faithful in all he does.
The Lord upholds all who fall
    and lifts up all who are bowed down.
The eyes of all look to you,
    and you give them their food at the proper time.
You open your hand
    and satisfy the desires of every living thing.
The Lord is near to all who call on him.  
The Lord is righteous in all his ways
    and faithful in all he does.
The Lord is near to all who call on him,
    to all who call on him in truth.

The Lord is near to all who call on him.  
We pray

Let us pray that we may be devoted to prayer. (Silence)

Heavenly Father,

In your grace you provide evangelists 

to serve the world with the gospel, 

and intercessors to serve the church with prayer. 

Open a door for the gospel through our words and actions, 

and move our hearts to be devoted to you in prayer. 

We pray this through Jesus Christ our Lord, 

who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, 

one God, now and forever. 

Amen.

We sing LH 422 Great Shepherd of Thy people, hear OR Holy Spirit Living Breath of God - Keith & Kristyn Getty (CCLI by Keith Getty, Stuart Townend)
God Speaks To Us 
Old Testament reading: Nehemiah 1:1-11 
Epistle reading: Colossians 4:2-6,12-13 
The Gospel Reading: Mark 11:20-25 
After each reading: 

Lord, plant your word in us,
that we bear much fruit to your glory.
Children’s Address (optional)

Address – it is suggested that the sermon ‘The Epaphras Project – prayer in every place’ by Pastor Nathan Hedt should be read or viewed
We Confess Our Faith (Apostles’ Creed, or sung version)
I believe in God, the Father almighty, maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son our Lord, who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, born of the Virgin Mary, suffered under Pontius Pilate, was crucified, dead, and buried. He descended into hell. The third day he rose again from the dead. He ascended into heaven, and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, the holy catholic* church, the communion of saints, the forgiveness of sins, the resurrection of the body, and the life everlasting. Amen

*or: Christian; 'catholic' here means 'universal'

Hymn/Song LH 393 O God of Bethel, by whose hand OR Take My Life - Chris Tomlin (CCLI by Chris Tomlin, Frances Ridley Havergal, Henri Abraham Cesar Malan, Louie Giglio)
Offering Prayer
We Pray for Ourselves and the World
Let us pray for the church in the world. Thank you, Lord Jesus,

for gathering your people into one holy church.

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

By your building of the church on the rock;

by your promise that the gates of hell will not prevail against it;

by the purchase of the church with your precious blood;

by your gift of the Holy Spirit and the keys of the kingdom:

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.

Make your church truly holy and unified.

Keep it faithful in proclaiming the gospel and administering the sacraments.

Purge it from all wrongdoing, unbelief, and coldness.

Protect it from sin, scandal, and shame.

Strengthen it against fearfulness and compromise with evil.

Make it shine as a light in the world.

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father, according to your invitation, we intercede for our brothers and sisters in Christ and ourselves, that we may grow in wisdom, understanding, and knowledge of your will. Fill us with spiritual insight and revelation that we may walk in a manner worthy of you, bearing fruit in every good work.
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.
We lift up those who labour diligently in your service, like Epaphras, who was always wrestling in prayer for others. Grant them strength, perseverance, and a deep sense of joy as they serve your people in this way.
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.
Lord, we also pray for those who have yet to embrace the Gospel. Open doors for us to share the good news of Christ with grace and clarity, that they too may experience the transforming power of your love.
Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.
May our speech always be seasoned with salt, filled with grace and love, so that we may represent you well to the world.

Lord Jesus, hear our prayer.
(Other prayers may follow)

Guide and rule your church forever, Lord God, so that it walks

warily in times of quiet and boldly in times of trouble; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
We Pray the Lord’s Prayer
Our Father in heaven, hallowed be your name, your kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as in heaven.  Give us today our daily bread.  Forgive us our sins as we forgive those who sin against us.  Lead us not into temptation, but deliver us from evil.  For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours now and forever. Amen.

God Blesses Us
May we know the hope to which God has called us, 
the riches of his glorious inheritance in his people.

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be

with us always. Amen.

We sing LH 465 Praise my soul the king of heaven OR Build Your Kingdom Here - Rend Collective (CCLI by Chris Llewellyn, Gareth Gilkeson, William Herron)
