Notes on the readings, Easter 2A

ACTS 2:14a,22-32: This reading is taken from the sermon preached to the vast assembled crowd on Pentecost day in Jerusalem when the Holy Spirit descended upon the disciples as the Lord had promised. In these verses Peter refers the people to the recent events surrounding Jesus' crucifixion and burial after his clear ministry of wondrous signs as God's Messiah. While the people had killed him, God raised him from the dead. Peter uses the words of Psalm 16, a Psalm of King David, to illustrate God's purpose in all of this. The prophecy is fulfilled in David's descendant, the Messiah, not being abandoned in death but raised by the power of God.

1 PETER 1:3-9: Christ's resurrection is the divine miracle which assures his presence and power to encourage Christians triumphantly to hold firm to their faith regardless of suffering which may come because of it. This suffering can then be seen more as a testing of their faith as they are guarded from its destruction. The outcome is the joyous realisation that their salvation and the reality of their heavenly inheritance is being powerfully confirmed.

JOHN 20:19-31: The peace between God and his foremost creature, established and pronounced by God in Jesus' resurrection, is now declared by Jesus to the assembled disciples. They are directed to pass it on in declaration of that same forgiveness in the absolution. Any who refuse that forgiveness still live under condemnation. Despite his initial misgivings and stated doubt, Thomas receives the same gracious affirmation of the Lord eight days later. He could not but make the strong confession now that Jesus is 'my Lord and my God'. Those, like us, who believe through the testimony of others are truly blessed.

