Sunday Word & Prayer – Twentieth Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 23)

GOD WELCOMES US

We come to God 

Let us approach the throne of grace with boldness, 
so that we may receive mercy and find grace to help in time of need. (Heb 4:16 NRSV) In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit.


Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We sing LHS 193 - Jesus with Thy church abide OR Jesus, With Thy Church Abide by Christopher Miner
We pray Psalm 90:12-17
Teach us to number our days,
    that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
Relent, Lord! How long will it be?
    Have compassion on your servants.
Satisfy us in the morning with your unfailing love,
    that we may sing for joy and be glad all our days.
Make us glad for as many days as you have afflicted us,
    for as many years as we have seen trouble.
May your deeds be shown to your servants,
    your splendour to their children.
Teach us to number our days,
    that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
May the favour of the Lord our God rest on us;
    establish the work of our hands for us –
    yes, establish the work of our hands.
Teach us to number our days,
    that we may gain a heart of wisdom.
We pray 

The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray that we may depend on God. [silence]
Lord, you have called us to open our hands
so that you might fill them.
Open not only our hands,
but our hearts also,
so that we recognise your goodness,
count all things loss in comparison with you,
and desire to be made like you.
We ask this through your Son,
Jesus Christ our Lord,
who lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen. 
GOD SPEAKS TO US
We listen to God’s word
Old Testament Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Amos 5:6,7,10-15 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Epistle Reading
Hear the word of God as it is written in Hebrews 4:12-16 
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord





        
Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in Mark 10:17-31 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus,
for calling us to be your followers.
Help us to put you first in our lives. 
Amen.
We sing LHS 426 What a friend we have in Jesus OR What a Friend We Have In Jesus - Paul Baloche
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,
maker of heaven and earth.
And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 


born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 


was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 


the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 


the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing – LHS 377 Take my life and let it be OR  Take My Life - Norton Hall Band  as our offering is received 
We pray an offering prayer 
Almighty God,
we thank you that you sent your Son Jesus
to be our high priest to lead us to you.
Let us always approach you with confidence,
seeking mercy and help in times of need.
And lead us faithfully to follow Jesus,
serving him and our fellow human beings. 
Amen.
We pray for ourselves and the world 

The Lord said to the Israelites through the prophet Amos, 'Seek the Lord and live.' God saw that they could not come to him by themselves and sent his only Son as our high priest to be a mediator between the Father and his people. Let us pray to the Father, in the precious name of Jesus Christ.

Heavenly Father, we pray for the church, that it may not seek to acquire riches and assets but use the gifts that God has given for his glory and the extension of his kingdom. 

O merciful God, hear our prayer.

Holy Spirit, move the hearts of our people, that we do not seek to accumulate wealth as a form of security but instead seek God and the promise he gives through Christ, our Lord.

O merciful God, hear our prayer.

We pray for the government, that it may approach the support of the poor with solutions of healing. Continue to guide our decision-makers as they tackle the challenges of the COVID pandemic and help them to consider the needs of the poor and the vulnerable.

O merciful God, hear our prayer.

Lord Jesus, be with those who are unemployed and for those whose workplaces and businesses have uncertain futures. Restore our economy, so that all who are able can gain meaningful employment. We especially pray for the homeless, whose income doesn't allow them to acquire the basics of life. Give each of us eyes to see the need in our communities, and hearts to meet those needs.

O merciful God, hear our prayer.

God of healing, we ask you to comfort and heal all who are unwell, according to your will. We particularly bring before you the people in our community who are sick or recovering from surgery [insert names of the people you know who are unwell]. Give comfort to all those who grieve, including [insert the names of those who are grieving].

O merciful God, hear our prayer.

Loving God, as we look about us, we see that you have provided so much that we can live comfortable lives as your people. Lord, hear our prayer and help us not to focus on what we have but on giving your gifts of charity to a world that hungers and thirsts for the gospel. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, our great high priest, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, on earth 
as in heaven.

Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.

Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 

GOD BLESSES US

We go with God
Go in peace. Hold firmly to the faith you profess.
Thanks be to God.









And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.
Amen.
We sing LHB 379 Lord of creation, to Thee be all praise OR I Will Trust My Saviour Jesus - CityAlight 
