Prayer of the Church – Proper 12B
The Lord is a compassionate God who provides abundant life for his people now as he has done in the past.  So let us pray to our Father in all confidence, knowing that he will hear our prayer.
Heavenly Father: thank you for the beautiful world and its ability to supply all our needs.  Feed those who are hungry and house those who have inadequate shelter.  Give good harvests everywhere and protect the world from flood and fire, famine and disease.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Have mercy and remove the greed that makes so many people suffer.  Support each person in their proper vocation, and give us confidence in our daily work's contribution to your work in the world.  Feed your people with firm faith that the good things we do for Jesus' sake are pleasing to you.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Thank you for the Bread of Life, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Feed those who hunger for righteousness and peace with the gospel of salvation in his name, and continue to gather all your people to be fed with his body and blood for eternal life.  Keep gathering together the members of our congregation, make us generous in offering what we have to you, and open us to new people who hunger for Christ.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray for all government and welfare agencies, for volunteers and carers who work to relieve the distress of others - for our church's Lutheran Care and Australian Lutheran World Service.  Feed them with good judgment and success so that those they serve may be satisfied and thankful.

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray for all in trouble and distress - for those whose bodies ache, whose minds are confused, whose spirits are sad.  Feed them with hope and healing, comfort and consolation in Jesus Christ our Lord.  Meet the needs of those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts... (brief silence)

Lord in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Loving God, as you provided for your people in ancient times according to your mercy and compassion through Elisha and for all people through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, hear our prayer this day, and continue your great work in the world. We pray through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

