Notes on the Readings, the Twelfth Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 15)
Proverbs 9:1-6: The pithy ‘wisdom’ sayings of the Old Testament (as in Proverbs) provided practical ways of applying God’s law to the whole of life. Here ‘wisdom’ is personified as a rich and generous hostess setting forth a feast and issuing a compelling general invitation for any and all to partake. All those who will lay aside their own intellectual pride and come may well be considered ‘simple’ (v 4) by the worldly, but will be amply nourished in the way of true holiness, growing and strengthening in a godly and righteous life.

Ephesians 5:15-20: The same wisdom depicted in the previous reading is urged here by St Paul for us, like his readers, to take up into our lives. Because we owe all of our new life to a gracious heavenly Father through our Lord Jesus Christ, we thank him in and by our lives and worship (vv 19,20). The mark of true wisdom is knowing oneself in the light of God’s will. With that prominent value uppermost, we avoid the folly, immorality and drunkenness of our social surroundings. This is also a part of being filled with the Spirit.

John 6:51-58: Eating and drinking the blood of Christ here means to receive everything he is and everything he did, does and will do in true and humble faith. In this way the miracle of eternal life is made ours and continues to nourish us. This excludes any ‘wisdom’ which is not God’s, any personal effort which human beings think empowers them to be a part of God and his purposes. The Jews thought that the ‘bread’ of eternal life was God’s law as they taught it. Hence the graphic and, to them, offensive imagery which Jesus employed to penetrate their stubborn complacency.

