Return to Public Worship
This rite was developed in May 2020 to assist congregations returning to public worship gatherings in church buildings after the restrictions related to COVID-19 coronavirus were lifted. As congregations will return at different times according to location and congregation size, the rite is intended as an introduction to the worship service.
Outline of the rite

1. Assembly

2. Opening Sentences 
3. Invocation
4. Opening
5. Greeting
6. Prayer
7. Procession
8. Final Blessing

1
ASSEMBLY

If possible, the minister and the congregation assemble outside the church, or inside the entrance of the church. Appropriate announcements are made.

2
OPENING SENTENCES

There the minister and the congregation say responsively:

How lovely is your dwelling place,
O Lord of hosts!
My soul longs, indeed it faints
for the courts of the Lord;
my heart and my flesh sing for joy
to the living God.
3
INVOCATION

The minister says:

In the name of the Father and of the Son + and of the Holy Spirit.

Amen.
4
OPENING
The minister says: 

Friends in Christ: Today we return this church, to the place where God serves us in worship. Here those who believe in the Lord are nourished by his word; here those who have been reborn in the waters of baptism are fed with the bread of life; and here those who have received his Holy Spirit offer their prayers and present their bodies as a living sacrifice to our heavenly Father. As we return, we thank God for gathering us in new ways for worship, even in our physical isolation over these past weeks/months.  

We know that the Lord has made us.  We are his; we are his people, and the sheep of his pasture.  The Good Shepherd has watched over and cared for his Church.  
With thanksgiving to God our Father, we reopen this church building for public worship, so that we may again in this place receive the gift of the Spirit from the risen Lord Jesus.
5
GREETING

The minister and the congregation greet each other.

The Lord be with you.

And also with you.

6
PRAYER

The minister says one of the following prayers.
Father in heaven, you are the giver of all good gifts. Thank you, for gathering us together for worship over recent weeks/months in new and different ways.  Thank you for pastors, worship leaders, lectors, musicians, the technicians and for all who provided for our worship needs during this time of restriction. Thank you for holding us in the hands and heart of your love, and for giving us all that everything we need. Thank you that we can again gather in this place and receive the gift of your Spirit as we listen to your word, and as we receive the Supper of our Lord. Let those who cannot yet be with us share in the fellowship that we have here today, and build us all up in your love, so that your name may be glorified. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
or

We thank you, Heavenly Father, for the promise of your Son, that wherever two or three are gathered in his name, he is there with them. Thank you, for gathering us together for worship over recent weeks/months in new and different ways. Thank you for pastors, worship leaders, lectors, musicians, the technicians and for all who provided for our worship needs during this time of restriction. Thank you for holding us in the hands and heart of your love, and for giving us all that everything we need. As we gather again in his name, give us the gift of your Holy Spirit, so that we may rejoice in the Lord’s gracious presence with us, and so that the world may know that we are his disciples as we show love for one another; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
or

Lord Jesus Christ, thank you that we can again gather in your name. Through your word, fill us with your Spirit, so that your light may shine in the world, and so that the Father may be glorified; for you live and reign with the Father and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
7
PROCESSION INTO CHURCH

If the congregation has assembled outside or at the entrance to the church, the congregation sings a suitable hymn, psalm, or song as the procession enters the church.

The service continues with the confession and absolution.
Suggested hymn: LHS 188 Built on a rock the church 

Suggested song: AT 236 Jesus the Christ said 
8
FINAL BLESSING

At the conclusion of the service, the following blessings may be used:

At a service with Holy Communion:

Jesus says, where two are three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. The Lord bless you and keep you, the Lord make his face shine upon you and be gracious to you, the Lord look upon you with favour, and give you + peace. Amen.
At a service without Holy Communion:

Jesus says, where two are three are gathered in my name, I am there among them. The grace of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the love of God, and the fellowship of the Holy Spirit +, be with you/us all. Amen.
