The LCA provides this sermon edited for lay-reading, with thanks to the original author.
Sermon for 5th Sunday of Easter, Year C 
The Text: Acts 11:1-18
In Ephesians 6:15 as part of the exhortation concerning the Armour of God, the text speaks of our feet being ‘fitted with the readiness or shoes of the Gospel of peace’. Children grow so fast. They need new shoes as fast as they change their clothes! Sometimes it is fun and sometimes it’s a burden to go shoe shopping. But it’s always a necessity. As kids grow bigger, their shoes had to continually change to be fit for purpose. 
But for us as adults, shoe changes only usually happen if we wear them out, or we decide to change them for cosmetic reasons. Since we have stopped growing, our shoe sizes level out and the lack of growth means we don’t have to change them as often. Now everyone is different with shoes, but there are people who wear one pair of shoes to death. With the exception of work shoes, casual shoes are usually more comfortable. If you don’t care what they might look like, it might be easier to just put up with them and get on with more important things. But, when you have back issues, you will know that you have to review your shoes and make sure that they are still serving your body well. 
Let’s consider that comfort factor in an old and familiar pair of shoes and compare it with the tasks of outreach and sharing the Gospel. You see, Peter and the brothers in Jerusalem really had to change their old pair of Gospel shoes. His testimony of the vision of the sheet of all sorts of ‘unclean’ animals and how three Gentile men were able to find him to invite him into their home with Cornelius and eat with them, were things that violated all the rules for the Gospel as the brothers in Jerusalem understood it. They felt their pair of shoes were doing just fine thank you very much, and they had pretty clear ideas of how God wanted to use them. 
The Jewish Christians following Jesus' resurrection had the idea that for Gentile people to be saved and follow Christ that they had to accept the full package of being fully Jewish as well. So the message was: ‘If you want Jesus, you have to sign up for the extra package of circumcision, Torah observance, feast holidays, and other customs, plus baptism’. They thought that Christ was the fulfilment of being a complete legal Jew, and so other people must accept the full package as well. You can understand their logic and how they came to that idea. This is why, as Jewish Christians they felt that they should not really eat with Gentiles, even though Jesus actually did so much of that in his ministry. 
Then came the new. Peter needed the timing of the visit of Cornelius’ men, the courage to listen to God’s instructions and take the risk of eating with Gentiles, and then the prompting to do the unthinkable at that time for a Jewish Christian: baptise Gentiles who had received the Holy Spirit. Having witnessed Gentiles speaking in tongues and praising God, it was evidence that being a Jew was not necessary to receiving the Holy Spirit nor for receiving his gifts.
Here was a brand-new pair of Gospel shoes. It was a pair that was designed for both Jew and Gentile ministry. Like with all new shoes, there can be a bit of resistance: a stretch and conforming period. Once Peter got used to his new shoes, he had to convince the Jews in Jerusalem. At first, they argued with him about it until his amazing testimony gradually won them over. New shoes you haven't worn before can feel odd and stiff, and a little strange at first. You are still used to the old ones, and so to adapt to a new pair you have to loosen things a bit, so you don’t get blisters. 
But as things start to loosen up, and your feet get used to the feel of the new shoes, you begin to tighten and secure it so it feels like it is part of you. The blisters have gone, and the shoes feel good. Now that will be the pair which will do the job God has ordained them to do. The church of Paul and Peter got used to their new shoes and used them well to preach the good news to Gentiles all across the Roman Empire. 
We must always be open to changing them when circumstances for Gospel sharing become different. If the road becomes hard and rocky, you can’t wear high heels or the same ones that you wore dancing. They have to change. So, too, does God challenge us with new Gospel shoes when he calls us to share the good news with others. Some of us might feel discomfort in sharing our faith, because we have in our minds a negative picture of the type of person we might have to speak to. Sometimes we are culturally trained to share our faith in only one way to one people group. It is like the disciples fishing on one side of the boat, until Jesus says to try the other side. Many times we fish on the same side with the same technique but many times we don’t even think to try something different. 
The testimony of the apostles encourages us today to not be afraid to try on new Gospel shoes that God supplies. 
Brothers and sisters in Christ: what other mission has God got set up for you, that he wants to partner with you? If he has a specific mission and outreach plan that he wants you to be a part of, be prepared to try on the shoes, develop some callouses on the bits that you are not used to, and walk with Jesus into the specific plans that he has.
Finally friends, Jesus is not only helping us adjust to his outreach plans, he is also helping us get used to some new things, new moves of God that will gently stretch us, mature us in the faith. He’ll loosen us to help us adapt to an under-utilized Scriptural idea, and he will soon tighten us up where we need to be firm and strong in its pursuit. He has done this process since the Day of Pentecost, and he will continue to do this, his mission gift to the church. So be open for God to show us what pair of Gospel shoes he has ready for us to try on, and let us run with him in his mission to bring people to Jesus. Amen.
