A, PROPER 25

Prayer of the Church – Last Sunday of the Church Year (C)

Our Lord promised his disciples that he would come again in glory.  So let us pray for the church and the world as we wait for him to come.

Lord Jesus Christ, thank you for calling us into your kingdom by baptism, and for entrusting us with your saving gifts.  We are sorry for taking them for granted.  Please forgive us, and make us good and faithful servants who use your property well.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.
Thank you for continuing to deliver salvation by your word and sacraments in the church.  Give the church pastors and leaders to shepherd your flock in truth and purity.  Guide all congregations in the call process and bless the service of all who volunteer their time on various committees of the church.  Make us good and faithful servants who serve you boldly and with joy.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.
Have mercy on those who neglect or reject your saving gifts.  Send out your word so that all people come to repentance and faith before facing you as their eternal judge.  Make us good and faithful servants who speak the truth in love and who pray for those we know.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.
Suppress all tyranny, and raise up shepherds to govern their people wisely and well.  Protect the earth from all natural disasters and human terror.  Give us rain and sunshine in good measure, and give success to all proper work.  Make us good and faithful servants who are signs of your goodness in the world.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.
Protect young people celebrating graduation from school, and guide them in their future directions.  Give Christian young people the strength to live in your light instead of in the darkness of sin and death.  Make us good and faithful servants who nurture those who are young.

Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.
Have mercy, Lord, on the sick and suffering.  Give healing and relief so that you may be praised.  And provide for those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts...(brief silence).
Lord, in your mercy, hear our prayer…and come, Lord Jesus, come.
Lord Jesus Christ, you are the Coming One in whom we place all our hope. As you sit enthroned at the right hand of God the Father almighty, receive our prayers and present them to your Father on behalf of the whole world; for with him and the Holy Spirit, you live and reign, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

