Prayer of the Church:
Advent 3A
Call to prayer
Jesus told his disciples:  'Go back and report to John what you hear 
and see. The blind receive sight, the lame walk, those who have leprosy are cured, the deaf hear, the dead are raised.'  
So let us pray with confidence to our loving heavenly Father.

~~~~~~

Heavenly Father, through your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, you have promised to bring healing to the world.  Strengthen our hearts and give us patience to wait expectantly, that we may rejoice to see your work among us.  Keep us believing that Jesus is the promised Christ and that in him we have your forgiveness.  


Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer.
Grant to your church, O God, faithful messengers who proclaim the good news of your coming to strengthen the weak and fearful.  We pray for all who struggle with doubt, and question if Jesus is the one: that their eyes and hearts may be opened to the marvellous things that you do within and around them.  Be with all who suffer for their faith, imprisoned and persecuted Christians, and those suffering discrimination.  Sustain them and give them hope.

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer.
Lord of all, give vision to our nation and to all in authority throughout the world, that they may share in your work to bring justice to the oppressed and homeless, food to those who hunger, and care for all who have physical disabilities.  We thank you for those who are working to bring freedom and justice for people, and care for refugees.  We pray that violence, terrorism and bloodshed may end, that the innocent may be sheltered, and peace be established in the hearts of all.

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer.
Gracious and compassionate God, we thank you that you know what it is to suffer.  Help us to remember Jesus’ suffering, and to know that he is truly with us in our suffering. We pray for those who are suffering that they might find hope in you as the One who gave sight to the blind, made the lame walk, cleansed the lepers and raised the dead.  Comfort all who are grieving.  Heal and renew all who are burdened by illness, disability, addiction or abuse.  Bring your peace and assistance to all who are struggling as they approach death, as they receive palliative care and comfort in their pain and distress. 

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer.
Loving Father, we praise you for your care and love every day, and thank you for your many blessings. Please provide for those in economic distress , those who are homeless, the unemployed or underemployed, and any less fortunate.  Give them hope in their anxiety, and help them to trust your promises.

Lord, in your mercy:  hear our prayer.
Lord God, continue to bless us and this parish, that we may reflect your grace and goodness to those around us.  Strengthen our faith, and make us confident in your power to save.  

These things and whatever else you know we need, kind Father, grant us for the sake of your beloved Son, Jesus Christ, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. 

Amen.
