Easter 4A

Notes on the readings
ACTS 2:42-47: Being so close to the resurrection of the Lord and being so filled with the Spirit, the life of the infant church was observably and patently dynamic. It was devoted to sharing both physically and spiritually in fellowship, devoted to the proclaimed teachings of Christ, devoted to diligent reception of the Lord's supper, and devoted to vitality in joint prayers. The church flourished. Evidences of the Spirit's work and presence stood outsiders in awe. Sacrifice and sharing of material goods provided for the physical needs of all. Their increase in numbers flowed from the spiritual life and witness of the church.

1 PETER 2:19-25: Many of the Christians whom Peter addressed were slaves without rights who were often treated harshly by their unbelieving owners. In the same way that Christ suffered with the purpose of setting people free from sin and its eternal curse, so Christians are to meet their sufferings. If we have returned to him who tends and cares for the souls of his flock, then obedience to Christ's ownership calls for like conduct after his own example.

JOHN 10:1-10: The 'shepherds of Israel' were the religious leaders who had failed in their care of the people. Jesus here contrasts the work of false shepherds with his own care of the people. His sheep will recognise the authentic voice of his mission and ministry and they will follow it. The voice of false shepherds does not convey the word of God and thus repels those who know the voice of the true shepherd. False shepherds effectively dispense death and destruction. The good Shepherd gives eternal life and salvation.

