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COMMISSION  ON  THEOLOGY  AND  INTER-CHURCH  RELATIONS 
 

Adopted 1972 (GCC 1973); amended 1981, 1984, 1997, 2006, 2009. 
 
 

1.  NAME 
 
1.1 The name of the Commission shall be  COMMISSION  ON  THEOLOGY  AND  INTER-

CHURCH  RELATIONS. 
 
 

2.  OBJECT 
 
2.1 The object of the Commission shall be to engage in the study of theological matters and 

inter-church relations. 
 
 

3.  MEMBERSHIP 
 
3.1 The Commission shall consist of fifteen [16] members: 
 3.1.1 the Bishop and the Assistant Bishop of the Church; 
 3.1.2 two [2] Bishops of Districts; 
 3.1.3 five [5] members of the teaching staff of Australian Lutheran College; 
 3.1.4 four [4] pastors, of whom at least three shall be parish pastors; 
 3.1.5 three [3] lay members; 
 One [1] parish pastor and one [1] lay member shall be elected by the General Synod;  all 

other members shall be appointed by the General Church Council. 
 
 

4.  DUTIES 
 
4.1 In addition to the general duties of a board of the Church as laid down in Section 8.7 of the 

By-laws of the Church, the duties of the Commission shall be 
 4.1.1 to study and evaluate theological trends within and outside the Lutheran Church in 

relation to the confessional paragraph of the Constitution of the Church and to report 
its findings to the General Church Council through the College of Bishops; 

 4.1.2 upon request to give advice on theological matters in the Church or its Districts;  and 
 4.1.3 when requested to act in an advisory capacity to the Church, the General Church 

Council through the College of Bishops, and the Officials of the Church in matters 
relating to official contacts and relationships with other Lutheran church bodies and 
organisations and with other church bodies and organisations within the Christian 
Church. 

 
4.2 The following procedures shall guide the activities of the Commission and its relationship to 

other groups within the Church which are concerned with matters of theology and inter-
church relations: 

 4.2.1 The Commission shall maintain close liaison with the teaching staff of Australian 
Lutheran College in the evaluation of theological trends. 

 4.2.2 Request for advice on theological matters may be received directly by the 
Commission from the General Synod, the General Pastors' Conference, the College 
of Bishops or the Bishop of the Church.  Any such request from a board of the 
Church, a District, the Pastors' Conference or Church Council of a District for advice 
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of the Commission on theological matters, shall be directed through the College of 
Bishops, which, if it deems such action advisable and helpful, may alternatively 
submit the matter to the teaching staff of Australian Lutheran College for immediate 
consideration and advice. 

 4.2.3 The Commission shall consult with the teaching staff of Australian Lutheran College 
before it submits a statement on theological matters through the College of Bishops 
for consideration by the Pastors' Conferences of the Districts and/or the General 
Pastors' Conference.  If the statement is to be submitted to the convention of the 
General Synod for adoption, the Ministry of the Church shall be given ample 
opportunity in the Pastors' Conferences of the Districts and the General Pastors' 
Conference to study and to recommend adoption, amendment, or rejection of such 
statement.  This procedure shall be adhered to unless in the judgment of the 
College of Bishops, immediate action is required. 

 4.2.4 Upon the authorisation of the General Synod or the General Church Council through 
the College of Bishops, the Commission may engage in discussion by 
correspondence or dialogue for the purpose of establishing the theological basis for 
church relations with other church bodies or church organisations.  Any official 
pronouncement of the position of the Church, however, shall be made by the 
General Synod or, if this is not practicable, by the General Church Council through 
the College of Bishops on behalf of the Church.  Any proposal to establish fellowship 
with another church body or to seek membership in a church organisation shall be 
negotiated by the College of Bishops and be submitted through the General Church 
Council to the General Synod.  The Ministry of the Church shall be given the same 
opportunities in reference to such a proposal as are laid down in the preceding 
clause 4.2.3. 

 
 

5.  MEETINGS 
 
5.1 Regular meetings of the Commission shall be held at least once a year.  Any additional 

meetings shall be subject to the provisions of Section 8.7.7 of the By-laws of the Church. 
 
 


