Prayer of the Church – Easter 7C
Since Christ has ascended to the Father, let us pray that he will come and make God's name known throughout the world by the gift of the Spirit. We respond to the words “Ascended Lord, in your mercy” with “come and rule the world”.
Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you rule the world in righteousness.  Give wisdom and integrity to all who govern, and give mercy and sound judgment to all who administer the law.  Send your Spirit of unity and bring us to live in harmony, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.

Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you make known to us the true and living God.  Guide the church into your word, and make us one in faith.  Keep our Lutheran Church of Australia united in confession and purpose.  Send your Spirit of unity and fill us with your truth, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.

Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you water the earth and renew it, providing all we need for daily life.  Protect us from fire and flood and every natural disaster, and prosper all rightful employment.  Send your Spirit of unity and give us joy in our work and family life, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.

Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you eat with sinners and release those held captive.  Bring all who do wrong to change their ways, and take care of those in prison.  Watch over all police and prison workers - protect them and guide them in their work.  Send your Spirit of unity and move us to remember those our world forgets, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.

Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you gather and sanctify us in this congregation.  Guide our leaders, committees and programs so that we may do your will.  Send your Spirit of unity and build up our confession and love, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.

Praise to you, ascended Lord, for you heal the sick and have compassion on those who suffer.  Give hope to those in despair and heal those who are sick.  Bless all who care for others, and give them patience and skill.  Send your Spirit of unity and fill us with compassion, that we may be your witnesses to the ends of the earth.  And meet the needs of those we know personally to be in want and whom we now name silently in our hearts...

Ascended Lord, in your mercy:
come and rule the world.

Lord of lords and King of kings, when our work is done take us to be with you in glory.  And come, Lord Jesus, come soon.  In your holy name we pray. 

Amen.

