Prayer of the Church – Proper 9B
God speaks to us through his word, through which the Holy Spirit reaches into people's lives and changes them. Let us pray to our loving heavenly Father, who is concerned about each one of us and does not abandon us.

Heavenly Father: thank you for Jesus' ministry by which he casts out sin and brings healing and holiness.  Strengthen our faith so that we do not reject him, especially when we are made aware of our own sin.

Lord, in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Thank you for the Christian companions you provide for our journey, through whom you bring judgment and grace to us.  Help us be worthwhile companions to others, loving and true.  And build up the fellowship in this congregation so we may be well equipped for service and mission in the world.

Lord, in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Gracious Father, protect those who are rejected for their faith, and provide Christian companions for those who journey alone.

Lord, in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Help us and the whole church understand the sins of our age, to speak where silence needs breaking, to comfort where terror threatens, and to support where courage falters, all with the gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ.

Lord, in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray for our nation's leaders - the Queen, her representatives, the parliaments, the prime minister and cabinet, and departments, the opposition and the whole system of government.  Help them understand the complexities of life and bring them to govern in a way which pleases you, promotes the well-being of all, and which allows the extension of the gospel.

Lord, in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

We pray for each person in need today, and especially the poor and the sick, that those who have grown weak may find the power and strength of Christ at work in their weakness.  Take care of those we know personally to be in need and whom we now name silently in our hearts...  (brief silence)
Lord, in your mercy:
 hear our prayer.

Merciful God, you sent your Son, our Lord Jesus Christ, to walk among us. He heard the cries of the people and shared with them the good news of the kingdom. Hear our prayers this day and answer them so that your greatness may be known by all. This we ask in the precious name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever.

Amen.

