Sunday Word & Prayer – Advent 3C
GOD WELCOMES US
We come to God  
Sing and shout for joy, people of Israel! 
Rejoice with all your heart, Jerusalem! (Zeph 3:14 TEV)  
In the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit

Amen.
We confess our sin and God forgives us

Let us confess our sins in the presence of God and of each other.

We confess to you, almighty God,
before the whole company of heaven,
and to each other,
that we have sinned in thought, word and deed,
by our own fault.
Have mercy on us, for Jesus’ sake,
forgive us all our sins,
and bring us to eternal life. Amen.

May the almighty and merciful Lord grant us pardon and forgiveness of all our sins.

Amen.

We light the Advent candle and pray
Lord Jesus, you are the light of the world. 

John the Baptist preached 

that people should repent 

and get ready for you to come. 

Come into our hearts, 

and help us to welcome you.

Amen.

We sing LHS 9 Hark the glad sound OR Glory (Let There Be Peace) - Matt Maher 
We pray Isaiah 12:2-6 
Surely God is my salvation;
    I will trust and not be afraid.
The Lord, the Lord himself, is my strength and my defence;
    he has become my salvation.’
With joy you will draw water
    from the wells of salvation.
In your midst is the Holy One of Israel. (Isa 2:6)

In that day you will say:

‘Give praise to the Lord, proclaim his name;
    make known among the nations what he has done,
    and proclaim that his name is exalted.
Sing to the Lord, for he has done glorious things;
    let this be known to all the world.
Shout aloud and sing for joy, people of Zion,
    for great is the Holy One of Israel among you.’

In your midst is the Holy One of Israel.
We pray an Advent Prayer
The Lord be with you

And also with you.

Let us pray that we may receive Christ with joy. 
Almighty and merciful God,
each year you make us glad
as we look forward to the birthday of your Son.
May we who joyfully receive him
as our redeemer
confidently face him
when he comes to be our judge.
For he lives and reigns
with you and the Holy Spirit,
one God, now and forever.
Amen.
GOD SPEAKS TO US

We listen to God’s word 
Old Testament Reading: Zephaniah 3:14-20 
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the prophet Zephaniah, chapter 3, verses 14 to 20.
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God

Epistle Reading: Philippians 4:4-7
Hear the word of the Lord as it is written in the letter of Philippians, chapter 4, verses 4 to 7.
(after the reading)

This is the word of the Lord

Thanks be to God
Gospel Reading:  Luke 3:7-18 
Hear the gospel of the Lord as it is written in the Gospel according to St Luke, chapter 3, verses 7 to 18. 
(after the gospel)

This is the gospel of the Lord.
Praise to you, O Christ.
Thank you, Lord Jesus,
for coming as the promised Messiah.
Lead us to repentance and faith.
Amen.
We sing LHS 147 O morning star so bright and fair OR Rejoice - Emu Music
We listen to the address
We confess our faith 
I believe in God, the Father almighty,

maker of heaven and earth.

And in Jesus Christ, his only Son, our Lord,
who was conceived by the Holy Spirit, 

born of the Virgin Mary,
suffered under Pontius Pilate, 

was crucified, dead, and buried. 
He descended into hell.
The third day he rose again from the dead. 
He ascended into heaven, 


and sits at the right hand of God, the Father almighty, 


from thence he will come to judge the living and the dead. 

I believe in the Holy Spirit, 

the holy catholic* church,
the communion of saints, 

the forgiveness of sins,
the resurrection of the body, 


and the life everlasting.  
Amen.

* ‘catholic’ here meaning 'universal'

GOD RECEIVES OUR OFFERING
We sing LHS 119 Come down O love divine OR  Love Divine - Emu Music as our offering is received 
We pray for ourselves and the world 

St Paul reminded us that we should not worry about anything, but in everything by prayer and supplication - and with thanksgiving! - make our requests known to God. Let us pray.

Heavenly Father, as John the Baptist did not fail to confess, but testified to your Son, so help us to bear witness to the light. Give us wisdom, so that we may say “No” to those things which point away from Christ and “Yes” to that which glorifies him.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer

We give thanks for the beauty and abundance of the earth. Give us and all people grace to live in harmony with your creation, wisdom and generosity in our use of its bounty.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks for leaders who serve the common good. Give wisdom to those who have responsibility and authority in every land, that we may share with justice the resources of the world, and work together in trust. Prosper the work of Australian Lutheran World Service through generous contributions this Christmas, and good relations with the communities and governments whom they seek to assist. 

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks for this land and the diversity of its peoples. Grant that we may honour one another and that all people may be enriched by our common heritage and freed from despair, poverty and exclusion.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks for the good news of salvation for all people. Strengthen us for our work in the world, empower your Church to proclaim the gospel in service, word and sacrament. Unite in the truth all who confess your name, that we may live together in love to your glory. We give you thanks for the new pastors in the LCA, and ask that you would help them and their families settle in well and start their work with great joy. 

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks for the fellowship of the communities in which we live and work. We commend to your safe keeping our families, those with whom we work and learn, our neighbours and our friends. Enable us by your Spirit to live in love for you and for one another.

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give thanks that you are the God who brings mercy and wholeness. Comfort and heal, we pray, all who are in sorrow, need, sickness, or any other trouble. Give to those who care for them wisdom, patience and gentleness and, to us all, your peace. 

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
We give you thanks for your servants in every age. Grant that we, with John the Baptist and all your saints, may be brought to a joyful resurrection and the fulfillment of your kingdom. 

Lord in your mercy:
Hear our prayer
Lord, you alone know our true needs and desires. Shed your light on our lives and hearts, keep us walking in your path, and hear the prayers that we have offered in the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and forever. Amen.
We pray the Lord’s Prayer

Our Father in heaven, 
hallowed be your name,
your kingdom come, 
your will be done, 
on earth as in heaven.
Give us today our daily bread.
Forgive us our sins 
as we forgive those who sin against us.
Lead us not into temptation, 
but deliver us from evil.
For the kingdom, the power, and the glory are yours

now and forever.  Amen. 
GOD BLESSES US

We go with God     
May Christ, the Sun of Righteousness, shine on us and make us ready to meet him when he comes in glory. 

And the blessing of almighty God, Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, be with us always.


Amen.
We sing LHS 115 Rejoice! the Lord is king OR Rejoice, the Lord is King - Emu Music
