3 John Bible Study
By Pastor Vernon Kleinig
Read 3 John:

St. John supplements his statements on Christian hospitality with this letter to Gaius, a member of one of his churches. John applauds Gaius for living out the teachings of the apostles. He had welcomed Christian missionaries, while condemning Diotrephes, a selfish church leader, who not only refused to help Christian missionaries, but also slandered John and opposed anyone else who disagreed with him. This letter shows that pettiness can divide Christians if they’re not living according to God’s Word. John uses this letter to promote love and unity. 
1. What conflicts were going on that prompted John to write this letter?

2. What personality issues are involved?

3. What type of character sketch would you draw up for Gaius?

4. What type of character sketch would you draw up for Diotrephes?

5. What type of character sketch would you draw up for Demetrius?

6. In what ways does this letter tackle the issue of hospitality differently from 2 John?

7. Why is John urging that these Christian teachers be cared for on their travels?
8. Define Christian love. See 1 Corinthians 13:4-7; John 15:13; 1 John 4:15.

