Notes on the Readings, Fifth Sunday after Pentecost, Year B (Proper 8)
Lamentations 3:22-33: The believer passes through different experiences as God dispenses his sovereign grace. While God is faithful to the promises of mercy to his covenant people, it does not always seem so. There are times when one languishes in the oppressive depression of feeling forgotten by him. There are also times when one hits lowest ebb through the conviction of guilt. However, while it is best to be moulded by God’s correcting hand, also in the formative time of youth, the infliction will pass for it does not represent the final word for the believer. For God still saves and gives his abundant gifts in his own gracious time.

2 Corinthians 8:7-15: As background we need to understand that the Corinthian Christians had agreed some time before this to take up a significant collection to relieve poor Christians at Jerusalem adversely affected by a severe famine. St Paul now not only reminds them that the offering needs to be completed speedily to meet the need, but also in the process underlines some important principles which govern Christian giving. It should be in appropriate measure to the general gifts and abilities God has given to the local church; it should respond to the sacrificial love of the Lord Jesus Christ in leaving his majesty to save sinners; it should be in accord with the affluence and means God has granted; it should recognise God’s will for the church that shared means helps to equalise the difference between rich and poor; and it should be based on the trust that God will always see that one has enough.

Mark 5:21-43: St Mark here records two miracles which show powerfully that humble but absolute trusting faith receives Christ’s divine power otherwise humanly unattainable. The synagogue leader was prepared to go quite against the negative flow of the religious authorities’ reaction to Jesus to request healing for his daughter. Yet even after the news arrived that the child had died, Jesus saw Jairus’s need to overcome his possible temptation to fear through simply believing. The woman who was healed appropriated his power without firstly asking for his attention. Her utter faith moved her expectantly to touch his garment. Jesus then confirmed her healing, referring to her faith which saved her. For us the situation of our need may be different, but God’s gracious recognition of and response to our faith has not changed.
